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from Jackie Robinson
Documentary on Media Smart dvd-rom

What makes a person a

TRAILBLAZER?
READING 13B Interpret how
visual and sound techniques
influence the message.

Jackie Robinson did more than play baseball. He helped pave the
way for racial equality in professional sports. You’ve read about the
key moment in his remarkable career. Now watch a documentary
that shows the obstacles Jackie Robinson overcame to pave a new
path for baseball.

Background
Retiring Number 42 It’s common for a professional team to
retire the jersey number of an outstanding player. It’s quite
uncommon to retire a number throughout an entire league.
This happened in 1997, when Jackie Robinson’s number, 42,
was retired to mark the 50th anniversary of breaking the
color barrier in baseball. Many baseball greats were at the
ceremony to pay tribute to this trailblazer.
This documentary from the A&E Channel’s Biography
series shows how Robinson’s courage won him the respect
of his teammates and earned him admiration nationwide.
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Media Literacy: Documentary
A documentary is a nonfiction film or television production that tells
about important people, historic places, or major events. The purpose
of a documentary may be to inform, to explain, or to persuade. A documentary
that is biographical presents the factual details of a person’s life, focusing
on major events. Most documentaries use interesting visuals and sounds
and are edited to make the information easy to follow.

basic features

strategies for viewing

Visuals
To bring a subject
to life, a documentary
uses photographs,
film, interviews,
or graphics.

• Look for footage that helps you
understand the subject. Footage can
include photographs, letters, interviews,
news reports, film clips, and even home
video movies. Documentary filmmakers
use footage to show key information or
details about a person, a place, or an event
and to give a sense of a particular time.
• Pay attention to interviews. People who
are interviewed can be experts on a topic,
or people who are directly involved with
the subject of the documentary.

Sound
Many documentaries
include voice-over
narration, which is
the voice of an unseen
speaker who is heard as
the documentary plays.
Other sounds include
music, sound effects,
and dialogue.

• Listen carefully to the voice-over narrator.
The voice-over tells viewers why the subject
is important and provides clues about how
the information is organized. The voice-over
may also summarize key scenes or events.
• Follow musical cues. Music can be used
simply to entertain viewers. It can also
signal a change in the documentary’s
setting or changes in mood.

Editing
Editing is the process
of selecting and
arranging visuals and
sounds in a way that
makes sense and is
interesting for viewers.

Pay attention to how the information is
presented and edited. Most documentaries
will show events from beginning to end in a
chronological, or time-order, sequence.
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Media

Smart dvd-rom

• Video Clip: Jackie Robinson
• Genre: Documentary
• Running Time: 8 minutes

Viewing Guide for

Jackie Robinson
Today, all athletes have an equal chance to play in professional
sports, but there was a time when Jackie Robinson was the
only African-American athlete out in the field. As you view the
documentary, pay attention to the comments of those who knew
and worked with Robinson. They will help you understand why
he is considered a hero by so many people.
To continue exploring the features of a documentary, answer
the following questions.

now view
FIRST VIEWING: Comprehension
1. Recall Who is the player who became Jackie Robinson’s
friend during Robinson’s first year with the Dodgers?
2. Clarify The documentary ends with this quotation from Jackie
Robinson: “A life is not important except in the impact it has on
other lives.” In your own words, explain what this means.
CLOSE VIEWING: Media Literacy
3. Examine Musical Cues Describe the music that is used
during the footage of the 1947 World Series. What kind of
mood, or feeling, does the music create?
4. Analyze Interviews Andrew Young, a civil rights leader,
explains why he admires Jackie Robinson. Based on the
interview, what do you think Young wants today’s viewers
to admire about Jackie Robinson?
5. Evaluate Footage The documentary uses such footage
as interviews, photographs, and video. Which of these
features helped you understand most about the impact
of “The Noble Experiment”? Explain.
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Media Study

Write or Discuss

Analyze the Documentary The television documentary clip you’ve just
viewed shows highlights of Jackie Robinson’s life and baseball career.
What new information did you learn about Jackie Robinson from the
documentary? Think about

READING 13B Interpret how
visual and sound techniques
influence the message.

• the interviews with Rachel Robinson, Andrew Young, Branch Rickey, and
Jackie Robinson himself
• the film footage that shows Jackie Robinson as a player, the Brooklyn fans,
and the 1947 World Series
• the voice-over narration that provides details of key events in Robinson’s life

Produce Your Own Media

Record an Interview Imagine you’re creating a documentary about someone
you think is an everyday hero. Make plans for an interview. If you don’t have
direct contact with a hero, create a list of jobs that you think involve heroism
and courage. Then get permission to find and interview someone whose job
you have listed.

Media
Tools
Go to thinkcentral.com.
KEYWORD: HML7-855

HERE’S HOW Use the tips and the student model to help you prepare for and
carry out an interview session.
• Do some research about your interview subject. Then contact the person
and arrange an interview. Arrange to have an adult accompany you for
this session.

• Make a list of questions you’d like to ask. Organize those questions into
a key-word outline. For example, questions about the subject’s childhood
and education could be listed under the key word Background.
• During the interview, listen to the person’s responses and ask follow-up
questions. Refer to your key-word outline for question ideas.

student model
QUESTIONS
Background
Where did you grow up?
Who was your hero when you were young?
Earliest Success
What was the first project you really felt successful doing?
How did you feel about being given greater responsibility?
Favorite Activities
What do you like to do most in your spare time?
Do you have a favorite book?

Tech Tip

If available, use an audio
or video recorder to tape
the interview.
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