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9unit9unit Share What You Know

As soon as you wake up in the morning,  you’re surrounded by people, 
groups, and corporations trying to influence the way you think or 
act.  To persuade you to buy a brand of shoes, a company runs an ad 
showing a great athlete wearing the same pair as he sinks a jump 
shot.  To encourage you to sell T-shirts for a fundraiser, the class 
president starts the morning announcements by offering a prize to 
the student who sells the most.  Meanwhile, a friend begs you to 
work with her instead of with your usual partner.  How can you be 
sure you’re doing what’s best for you?

ACTIVITY Think about a time when an advertisement persuaded 
you to buy a product.  What influenced your decision to believe that 
company’s claims?  Consider the following questions:

•  Were you familiar with that company’s products?

•  What did the advertisement tell you that you did not hear from 
competing companies’ ads?

•  Did the company use statistics, celebrity endorsements, or other 
persuasive techniques to convince you to buy its product?

Whom can you BELIEVE?

Go to thinkcentral.com
for the interactive 
version of this unit. 

Find It
Online!

980 
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Preview Unit Goals

dvd-rom

• Compare arguments in persuasive texts
• Identify and analyze persuasive techniques
• Analyze rhetoric and reasoning
• Identify and analyze author’s purpose
• Identify and analyze comparisons and contrasts
• Analyze a speech
• Evaluate argument

• Write a persuasive essay
• Use parallelism to link related ideas
• Use punctuation marks correctly

• Deliver a persuasive speech

• Use knowledge of word roots, base words, and affixes 
to help determine word meaning

• Use antonyms as context clues to determine word meaning

• accurate • bias • contrast
• convince • logic

• Analyze and evaluate an ad campaign
• Recognize persuasive techniques in media messages

reading

writing and 

grammar

vocabulary

academic 

vocabulary

listening and 

speaking

Believing the Buzz
Examine a movie trailer and posters from 
the Star Wars series to explore how ad 
campaigns hook you.  Page 1000

media and 

viewing

Media
Study

Think about the last movie you just couldn’t wait to see.  How did 
you find out about it?  Did you watch a preview that made it look 
exciting?  Maybe you saw ads while surfing the Internet or passed 
billboards on the way to school.  In this lesson, you’ll explore how 
advertisers use these marketing techniques to build a sense of 
anticipation for an upcoming movie release.

Background
Coming Soon . . . Movie studios know that sometimes a 
commercial is not enough to persuade their target audience 
to see an upcoming film.  They use a series of different types of 
ads to create excitement, so that not only will you run out to 
see the movie; you’ll also tell your friends about it.  In effect, you 
become part of the studio’s ad campaign.  This word of mouth 
is powerful, as people are more likely to trust the opinion of 
someone they know over the razzle-dazzle of a commercial.  
A movie is said to have buzz around it when it gets people 
excited enough to spread the word.  
 You’ll look at advertisements for the movie Star Wars:  
Episode III—Revenge of the Sith to see how advertisers try 
to create buzz.

Media Literacy: Persuasion in Ads
An ad campaign is a series of advertisements for a single product or brand.  
The ads appear over time and in several different forms.  Movie studios use 
carefully chosen visual and sound techniques in each ad to persuade their 
target audience.  The image you see in a print ad should evoke the movie’s 
mood as much as the music that plays in a trailer.  Here are some of the print, 
trailer, and online advertisements that studios use.

features of an ad campaign

Trailers are movie ads that usually appear a few months 
before the movie opens.  They persuade viewers to 
see the movie by showing the most exciting, funny, or 
touching moments from the film.

Teaser Trailers are shorter, flashier trailers that come out 
long before the movie is released.  They’re designed to 
make you curious.

Print Ads include billboards, posters, magazine ads, and 
newspaper ads.  Graphic artists and illustrators use 
images in print ads to give you information and to affect 
how you feel about a particular subject.  For instance, 
the image of Darth Vader shown here is large, dark, and 
looming.  Print ads can also persuade with a tagline, a 
memorable phrase that sums up the movie.

Promotional Web Sites often include trailers, cast and 
crew information, and games.

STRATEGIES FOR EVALUATING MOVIE ADS

Whether you’re looking at a print ad, a trailer, or a promotional Web site, think 
about how the ad creates anticipation and excitement about the film.

• Determine the target audience.  Think about who is most likely to see the 
movie and consider how the ad is directed at that group.  For example, 
consider the tone and its level of formality.  In your opinion, will an ad with 
this tone succeed with its target audience?

• Consider the visual and sound techniques used.  Think about why each image 
or sound was chosen and the effect that each has on the viewer.

• Notice how the different ads work together to create an overall feeling about 
the film.  The early ads are usually designed to spark curiosity.  The later ads 
then build on that curiosity, providing more information about the film.

Movie Ad Campaign
Movie Advertisements on  Media    Smart dvd-rom

How do ads create 

BUZZ?

 media study 10011000

READING 13 Analyze how words, 
images, graphics, and sounds work 
together in various forms to impact 
meaning. 13B Interpret how visual 
and sound techniques influence 
the message. 13C Evaluate various 
techniques used to create a point 
of view in media and the impact on 
audience. 13D  Assess the correct 
level of formality and tone in 
various digital media.

  981

Included in this unit: TEKS 2A–B, 2E, 7, 9, 

10B–C, 11, 11A–B, 13B–D, 14A–E, 18, 19C, 

20B, 26A, 26C, 27, RC-8(A, E).
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unit 9
Reader’s

Workshop

Claim: The subtitle of the
poster implies its claim: 
You want to make a 
difference, so you should 
volunteer.

Elements of Persuasive Text
Persuasive messages are everywhere—on buses, billboards, the Web, even cereal 
boxes.  Some tell you what to wear or buy.  Others even tell you what to think.  So, 
how do you figure out which ones to believe?  You begin by breaking these texts 
down into their basic elements.  Then you examine those elements closely.

Part 1: The Argument
The word argument doesn’t always refer to two people having a disagreement.  
In formal speaking and writing, an argument is a claim supported by reasons 
and evidence.  Sound arguments appeal to logic, not to emotions.  A strong 
argument 

• presents a claim, or the writer’s position on a problem or an issue.  The claim 
is often based on a premise, or general principle, that most readers would 
readily agree is true.  For example, “Most people want to make a difference” is 
probably a valid premise.

• provides support, or the reasons and evidence that back up the claim.  
Evidence can include facts, statistics, examples, and quotations from experts.

• anticipates objections that people with the opposing viewpoint might raise 
and attempts to answer those objections with counterarguments.

Look closely at the elements of an argument in this poster.

Support 1: Giving a few 
hours of your time will
build a stronger
community.

Support 2: Volunteering
will make you feel good 
and become a better 
person.

Notice that an opposing 
viewpoint is addressed
and countered: No effort
is a wasted effort.

4

3

2

one person can 
make a difference!
Want to make a difference? Volunteer!

Public service builds a stronger community.  
Consider volunteering a couple of hours 
each week—as a tutor, activities leader, or 
coach—to help others.

Serving others will give you a sense of 
self-satisfaction. You’ll also grow as an 
individual.  Come see what you can do.

Don’t let anyone convince you that one 
person can’t make a difference.  No effort 
is a wasted effort!

1

982 unit 9: argument and persuasion

4

3

2

1

Included in this workshop:
READING 11 Make inferences and 
draw conclusions about persuasive 
text. 11A Compare and contrast 
persuasive texts that reached 
different conclusions about the 
same issue. 11B Analyze the use of 
such rhetorical and logical fallacies 
as false assumptions and incorrect 
premises in persuasive texts.
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model: argument in text

The author of this essay makes a case against junk food by focusing on one 
example.  As you read this excerpt, try to identify the author’s claim.  What 
reasons and evidence does he provide as support for his position? 

So what’s so bad about stuffing yourself with nothing but French fries all 
the time, anyway? Simple: Pretty soon you’ll be missing important nutrients. 
Let’s start with vitamins. The body does not need much of them, but in most 
cases, it cannot produce them. Potatoes contain mostly vitamin C and hardly 
any other vitamin. No vitamin K, for example, which is needed to form a scab 
when you’re bleeding so that the bleeding stops. And no vitamin A, needed for 
the eyes to function properly. Not enough vitamin A, and you’ll see even less 
well at night than everyone else. Over the long run, a lack of vitamin A can 
even cause blindness. Many children in Africa suffer from it.

If you were to eat only French fries, your teeth would also slowly go bad 
and your bones would become brittle. That’s because potatoes do not contain 
enough calcium, and your bones need calcium throughout your life, not just 
while you’re growing. Besides, all those mountains of fries would overload 
you with sodium, because they’re often too salty, and salt contains sodium. 
It’s important that your body maintain a good sodium balance, because 
otherwise, it can’t regulate its body temperature very well, but too much 
sodium causes high blood pressure in some people.

French fries also contain little protein. Proteins are critical. They are the 
true bearers of life. The cells from which most living creatures are built consist 
mostly of proteins. Without proteins, for example, you would not have any 
muscles. . . .

We chemists and doctors still know far too little about nutrition and its 
effects on health. This is why every person has to find out for him- or herself 
what’s good for each. But one thing I can guarantee: You’ll get into trouble 
if you always eat nothing but French fries. By the way, I myself would love 
to wolf down French fries every day. But I, too, have to restrain myself and 
should stick to the advice that I’ve given you here.

5

10

15

20

25

Close Read
 1. Reread the title and 

lines 1–2.  What is the 
author’s claim?

 2. In the  boxed  lines, the 
author explains that a 
person needs vitamins 
that are not found in 
French fries.  What 
examples does he use to 
support this reason?

 3. In lines 10–21, the author 
offers three other 
reasons to support his 
claim.  Restate these 
reasons in your own 
words.

 4. What does the author 
do in the last paragraph 
to strengthen his 
argument?

Essay by Richard J. Roberts

 reader’s workshop 983

from Why Can’t I Live on

    French Fries? 
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Part 2: Persuasive Techniques
An argument is the logical part of a persuasive text, but writers often use more 
than logic to persuade.  They also rely on persuasive techniques such as appeals 
to people’s needs, values, and feelings.  How many of the persuasive techniques 
on the following chart have influenced you at one time or another?

984 unit 9: argument and persuasion

persuasive techniques examples
 
Bandwagon Appeal
Taps into people’s desire to belong

Millions of teens have made City Jeanz part 
of their wardrobe. What are you waiting for?

Ethical Appeal
Tries to gain moral support for a claim by 
linking the claim to a widely accepted value

If  you believe that every child deserves a 
good education, support the Great Minds 
Organization.

Appeal to Fear 
Makes people feel as if their safety, security, 
or health is in danger

Appeal to Pity
Taps into people’s compassion for others

How clean are the hotel rooms you’re 
staying in? You’ll be shocked by what our 
documentary reveals.

For the cost of one cup of coffee a day, you 
could save a life.

Loaded Terms
Uses words with strongly positive or 
negative connotations to stir people’s 
emotions

The alley next to the parking lot is dark and 
dangerous. Vote to increase the number of 
street lamps in our neighborhood. Residents 
deserve to feel safe and protected.

To avoid being influenced by persuasive techniques, look for them.  At the same 
time, also watch out for rhetorical and logical fallacies.

 A rhetorical fallacy is speech or writing that is false or misleading.  For 
example, it’s misleading to describe a corrupt politician as “just an average guy.”

 A logical fallacy is an error in reasoning. “Either I watch TV, or I have nothing 
to do” is an error in reasoning because it is based on the false assumption that 
there are only two choices in a situation that really offers more options.  Many 
logical fallacies start with such false assumptions, or mistaken beliefs.

 Finally, examine the premise—the general principle on which the writer’s 
claim is based—to make sure it’s really true.  An argument founded on an 
incorrect premise is flawed from the start.  Unfortunately, writers don’t always 
state their premises.  Can you spot the claim that is founded on an incorrect 
premise?

Claim 1: If you don’t volunteer, you will never get into a good college.
Claim 2: If you don’t volunteer, you’ll miss out on a potentially great experience.

Claim 1 is based on the incorrect premise, which is that only people who 
volunteer get into good colleges.
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Reader’s Workshop

model 1: persuasion in text

This article challenges the positive concept of competition.  What 
techniques does the author use to persuade you to adopt her position? 

Newspaper article by Gayle Heaney

from

Our society uses sports metaphors for almost every aspect of life: Gear up, 
go for the goal, score one for the team! But studies show that the competitive 
spirit we admire can also have negative effects on a person—especially if the 
pressure to compete is instilled at a young age.

Young children often place excessive value on how they perform and can 
be emotionally devastated if they fail. Consider, for example, if a boy feels 
pressured to succeed in a particular sport. If he is unable to improve his 
skills, his self-esteem will disintegrate. If anyone criticizes his performance, 
he magnifies the criticism and views himself as a failure in everything.

In adults, competition can cause a person’s stress levels to skyrocket. 
High stress levels can have damaging and dangerous consequences because 
they often lead to high blood pressure or to uncontrollable outbursts of 
anger. Road rage is turning our nation’s highways into battlefields. Sports 
events often turn into violent fistfights, either on the field or in the crowd. 
Is this the kind of behavior we should be modeling for our children?

model 2: persuasion in advertising

Persuasion is a key factor in the advertisements you see on television, in 
magazines, and on product packaging.  What techniques do you notice in 
this promotional poster?

Close Read
 1. Notice the highlighted 

examples of loaded 
language in the  boxed 
sentence.  Find two 
other examples of 
loaded language.

 2. Reread lines 10–15.  To 
which emotion is the 
author appealing?

Against Competition

Close Read
 1. This poster uses a 

testimonial—the 
persuasive technique of 
relying on the backing 
of a celebrity, an expert, 
or a satisfied customer 
to be convincing.  Who 
makes this testimonial?

 2. Describe the intended 
effect of the poster on 
readers.

5

10

15

ANNUAL SPORTS CHALLENGE:
June 20–26

Do you have what it takes 
to be a champion? Let us show you.

 reader’s workshop 985

“i didn’t have the nerve to try out for the 
soccer team last year. but the sports challenge 

program helped me build my skills in a fun, 
challenging environment. now i have the 

confidence i need to compete—and succeed.” 

JEANNIE, AGE 14
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NO!

Part 3: Analyze the Texts
Now you’ll apply what you’ve learned in this workshop as you analyze two 
texts—an editorial and a poster.  Both texts are about the legal driving age.
As you read each text, try to identify the claim, the support, and any persuasive 
techniques that are used.  Also analyze the premise of each claim to make sure it 
is really true.

If your neighbor robs a bank, should you go to jail? No. If your classmate 
gets in an accident, should your driver’s license be taken away? Of course not. 
Neither situation is fair. Raising the driving age will punish all young drivers 
for the mistakes of a few of their peers.

In this country we live by the principle of innocent until proven guilty. 
Those who want to raise the driving age have labeled teens guilty before 
they’ve gotten in an accident or before they’ve even stepped into a car. They 
believe that just because of your birth date, you are dangerous and must be 
punished by having your ability to drive taken from you.

Those who favor raising the driving age say that statistics show teenagers 
are more likely to get into accidents than adults. What they don’t say is that 
statistics also show that men of all ages are 77 percent more likely to kill 
someone while driving than women. If people want to save lives by raising the 
driving age, then how about saving lives by allowing only women to drive? 

Except raising the driving age won’t save lives. Studies show that it is 
inexperience, not age, that causes accidents. Raising the driving age will just 
create inexperienced, accident-prone drivers at 18 instead of 16.

Teens need the ability to drive just as much as anyone else—to get to 
school, to get to work, to get to sports or band practice, or just to go out with 
their friends. Cars are necessary for mobility in this country. Taking that away 
is a large disruption to the lives of teenagers—for no good reason. 

5

10

15

20

Editorial by Alex Koroknay-Palicz
National Youth Rights Association

Should the Driving Age 
Be Raised to 18?

Close Read
 1. The title tells you which 

side of the issue the 
author falls on, but the 
claim of his argument 
is stated in the first 
paragraph.  What is the 
author’s claim?

 2. What reasons and 
evidence does the 
author provide as 
support for his claim?

 3. The author presents 
an opposing viewpoint 
in the  boxed  lines.  In 
your own words, restate 
his response to this 
opposition.

 4. Would most readers 
readily agree with the 
premise stated in line 
20, or is it an incorrect 
premise?  Explain.

986 unit 9: argument and persuasion
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Reader’s Workshop

Close Read
 1. Examine the text and 

photograph used in this 
ad.  To which emotion 
does this ad appeal?

 2. Think critically about 
the premise of this ad: 
Younger drivers have 
more accidents than 
older drivers do. Is this 
premise correct? Why or 
why not?

 3. Both the editorial and 
the public-service poster 
present a position on 
whether the legal age 
for driving a car should 
be raised, but they do so 
very differently.  Identify 
two major differences 
in their treatment of the 
issue.

The creators of this public-service poster offer a different viewpoint on 
the same issue.  What techniques are used to get you to see their side?

Support Bill 543 to raise the driving age 
and cut down on needless accidents.

How many more teens need to suffer before we admit that we are 
putting them behind the wheel too soon? And who’s to say you 

won’t be the next victim of an inexperienced teenage driver? 

 reader’s workshop 987
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Comparing 
Persuasive Texts

Pros Cons

1.  They 
keep 
animals 
safe.

2. 

1.

2. 

Zoos: Myth and Reality
Online Article by Rob Laidlaw

Zoos Connect Us to the Natural World
Opinion Piece by Michael Hutchins

KEYWORD: HML8-988VIDEO TRAILER

Close your eyes and picture an elephant.  Are you picturing it in the 
zoo or in the wild?  As humans inhabit more and more of the earth’s 
land, some species of wildlife are more likely to be found in captivity 
than in their natural habitat.  But is this a good thing?  The writers of 
the selections you’re about to read have different views on whether 
or not zoos are good for humans and animals.

LIST IT With a group, make a list of the good 
things and bad things about zoos.  Do the 
pros outnumber the cons, or vice versa?  Tell 
whether you think zoos are a good idea.

Should WILDLIFE
stay wild?

988 

READING  9 Analyze works 
written on the same topic and 
compare how the authors 
achieved similar or different 
purposes. 11A Compare and 
contrast persuasive texts that 
reached different conclusions 
about the same issue and explain 
how the authors reached their 
conclusions through analyzing 
the evidence each presents. 
RC-8(A) Establish purposes for 
reading selected texts.

TX_L08PE-u09s01-brZoos.indd   988TX_L08PE-u09s01-brZoos.indd   988 2/15/09   12:28:17 PM2/15/09   12:28:17 PM



Meet the Authors

Go to thinkcentral.com.  KEYWORD: HML8-989

Authors Online

  989

Rob Laidlaw
born 1959

Wildlife Guardian 
Rob Laidlaw has dedicated himself to 
improving the conditions of animals in 
captivity.  He is co-founder and Executive 
Director of Zoocheck Canada, an animal 
protection charity.  Laidlaw has inspected 
close to 1,000 zoos, circuses, and wildlife 
displays throughout Canada and the United 
States.  He has worked with Canada’s 
government on establishing standards for 
zoos.  Laidlaw also worked on developing 
a humane stray dog program, 
and he investigated Canada’s 
role in the international 
pet reptile trade.  Laidlaw 
shares his knowledge about 
animals through writing.  He 
has published articles about 
all kinds of wildlife, from wild 
horses and polar bears to the 
red-eared slider and the 
black rhino.

Michael Hutchins
born 1951

Animal Caretaker 
As the executive director of The Wildlife 
Society, Michael Hutchins has traveled to 
more than 33 countries.  His efforts have 
involved trapping and tagging 
mountain goats in the 
Olympic Mountains, scuba 
diving with manta rays, and 
tracking jaguars.  He has 
published many articles, 
books, and reports on the 
relationships between 
animals and their 
environments and 
on conservation.

  elements of nonfiction: argument
As you just learned, effective arguments deliver

• a claim, or the writer’s position on an issue or problem 
• support, or reasons and evidence that back up the claim.
They also often contain counterarguments, arguments 
made to disprove an opposing viewpoint.  For example, the 
first selection you will read begins by summarizing the zoo 
industry’s argument for having and maintaining zoos, and then 
argues against it.
 As you read each selection, look for the elements of their 
arguments.  Then ask yourself whether the writer’s argument 
is strong enough and broad enough to adequately support the 
writer’s conclusion.

 reading skill: set a purpose for reading
When you set a purpose for reading, you decide what you want to 
accomplish as you read.  In this lesson, your purpose is to compare 
and contrast two persuasive texts that reach different conclusions 
about the same topic.  Filling in a chart like the one begun here can 
help.  Use line numbers to tell where the elements are.

“Zoos: Myth and 
Reality”

“Zoos Connect Us to 
the Natural World”

Claim lines 4–6: “Most zoos 
fail to live up to their 
own propaganda and vast 
numbers of zoo animals 
continue to endure lives of 
misery and deprivation.”

Support

Conclusion

 vocabulary in context
In your Reader/Writer Notebook, write a sentence for each of 
the vocabulary words.  Use a dictionary or the definitions in the 
following selection pages to help you.

word 
list

counterpart
deprivation
exotic

exploit
futility
languish

propaganda
sterile

Complete the activities in your Reader/Writer Notebook.
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a

 
ARGUMENT

According to Laidlaw, 
what three benefits 
do many zoos say they 
offer?  What does 
Laidlaw claim instead?

propaganda 
(prJpQE-gBnPdE) n. 
information that supports 
a certain cause

deprivation 
(dDpQrE-vAPshEn) n. the 
condition of not having 
one’s needs met; a lack of

If you were to assign 
human qualities to this 
polar bear, what would 
they be?

In recent years, zoos have become the target of intense public scrutiny 
and criticism. In response, many have tried to repackage themselves 
as institutions devoted to wildlife conservation, public education, and 
animal welfare. But most zoos fail to live up to their own propaganda 
and vast numbers of zoo animals continue to endure lives of misery and 
deprivation. a

Nearly every zoo, from the smallest amateur operation to the largest 
professional facilities, claims to be making important contributions to 
conservation, usually through participation in endangered species captive 
propagation initiatives and public education programming. The zoo world 
buzzword1 of the moment is “conservation.”

Yet, with an estimated 10,000 organized zoos worldwide, representing 
tens of thousands of human workers and billions of dollars in operating 
budgets, only a tiny percentage allocate the resources necessary to 

10

Rob Laidlaw

Zoos: 

 1. buzzword: a word or phrase connected with a specialized field or group that sounds 
important or technical and is usually used to impress those outside the group.

Myth
and Reality

990 unit 9: argument and persuasion
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Comparing Persuasive Texts

b

 
ARGUMENT

Reread lines 17–23.  
Identify the opinion and 
the facts.  Do the facts 
support the author’s 
opinion stated in line 17?

c

 
ARGUMENT

Reread lines 26–35.  
What counterargument 
does the author present 
to disprove the second 
benefit zoos say they 
offer?

futility (fyL-tGlPG-tC) n. 
uselessness

d

 
ARGUMENT

Reread lines 39–44.  
What support does 
the author cite here?  
Explain whether this 
support is convincing 
to you.

participate in captive propagation initiatives, and fewer still provide any 
real support for the in situ2 protection of wildlife and their natural habitat.

So far, the record on reintroductions to the wild is dismal. Only 16 
species have established self-sustaining populations in the wild as a 
result of captive breeding efforts, and most of those programs were 
initiated by government wildlife agencies—not zoos. The contribution of 
zoos in this regard has been minimal, and often involves supplementing 
existing wild populations with a small number of captive-born individuals 
who are ill-prepared for life in the wild. b

As the futility of captive breeding as a major conservation tool 
becomes evident to those in the industry, many zoos are now turning to 
education to justify themselves. Yet, zoos claim that they teach visitors 
about wildlife conservation and habitat protection, and their contention 
that they motivate members of the public to become directly involved 
in wildlife conservation work doesn’t stand up to scrutiny. The truth is 
that scant empirical evidence exists to prove that the primary vehicle for 
education in most zoos—the animal in the cage—actually teaches anyone 
anything. In fact, viewing animals in cages may be counterproductive 
educationally by conveying the wrong kinds of messages to the public. 
Also, the legions3 of conservationists that zoos should have produced, 
if their claims were true, have never materialized. c

Humane Treatment
But there is one issue about which there appears to be widespread 
agreement—at least in principle. So long as wild animals are kept in 
captivity, they ought to be treated humanely.

Studies have shown that animals can suffer physically, mentally, and 
emotionally. For this reason, captive environments must be complex 
enough to compensate for the lack of natural freedom and choice, and 
they must facilitate expression of natural movement and behavior patterns. 
This principle has been widely espoused by the modern zoo community in 
various articles, books, and television documentaries. d

Yet despite the best of intentions or claims, most animals in zoos in 
North America are still consigned to lead miserable lives in undersized, 
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 2. in situ (Gn sCPtL): a Latin phrase; in zoology, it refers to studying an animal without 
removing it from its natural habitat.

 3. legions (lCPjEnz): large numbers.
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e

 
ARGUMENT

Reread lines 50–66.  
What part of the zoo 
industry’s argument 
does Laidlaw oppose 
here?  In which sentence 
does he say that this 
part of the industry’s 
argument is false?

Language Coach
Figures of Speech When 
words are used to express 
something other than their 
usual meaning, they are 
called figures of speech.  
To draw attention to an 
inaccurate or misleading 
use of a word, a writer may 
put the word in quotation 
marks.  Reread lines 53–54.  
According to Laidlaw, why 
is it misleading to use the 
term advances to describe 
recent changes in animal 
housing and husbandry?

impoverished enclosures, both old and new, that fail to meet their 
biological and behavioral needs. Many in the zoo industry will bristle4 
at this statement and point to numerous improvements in the zoo field. 
They’ll claim they’ve shifted from menagerie-style5 entertainment centers 
where animals were displayed in barred, sterile, biologically irrelevant 
cages, to kinder, gentler, more scientifically-based kinds of institutions.

But many of the “advances” in zoo animal housing and husbandry 
are superficial and provide little benefit to the animals. For example, the 
many new, heavily promoted, Arctic “art deco” polar bear exhibits that 
are springing up in zoos across the continent consistently ignore the 
natural biology and behavior of these animals. The artificial rockwork and 
hard floor surfaces typically resemble a Flintstones movie set more than 
the natural Arctic ice and tundra habitat of polar bears. These exhibits 
are made for the public and dupe them into believing things are getting 
better. What they really achieve is more misery and deprivation.

In addition, many new exhibits are hardly larger than the sterile, barred 
cages of days gone by. And one look at the prison-like, off-display holding 
and service areas in most zoos, where many animals spend a good 
portion of their lives, is proof of the hypocrisy of zoo claims that things 
are better for the animals than they were in the past. e

Behind the Invisible Bars
If not all is well behind the invisible bars of North America’s more 
luxurious zoos, a more transparent problem is found in the hundreds 
of substandard roadside zoos that dot the continent. These amateurish 
operations fall far below any professional standard and do nothing but 
cause misery and death to thousands of animals.

My own investigations have revealed animals in visible distress lying 
unprotected from the full glare of the hot summer sun; primates in barren 
cages with no opportunity to climb; groups of black bears begging for 
marshmallows as they sit in stagnant moats of excrement-filled water, 
scarred and wounded from fighting; nocturnal6 animals kept without 
shade or privacy; animals without water; and the list goes on and on.

50
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sterile (stDrPEl) adj. 
barren; lacking vitality

 4. bristle (brGsPEl): to show annoyance or anger.
 5. menagerie (mE-nBjPE-rC): a collection of live wild animals on display.
 6. nocturnal (nJk-tûrPnEl): habitually active at night and asleep during the daytime.
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Comparing Persuasive Texts

f

 
ARGUMENT

Laidlaw has disproved 
all three benefits that he 
says accredited zoos offer 
in their defense.  Now he 
states that these zoos 
make up only 10 percent 
of “licensed exhibitors 
of wild animals. ”  What 
does this fact help him 
support?  For help, refer 
to his original claim in 
lines 4–6.

g

 
ARGUMENT

Reread lines 111–115.  Does 
the evidence Laidlaw has 
provided support the first 
part of his conclusion—
that “the present state 
of zoos is untenable”?  
Does it support the 
approach toward zoos 
he recommends taking 
in the final part of his 
conclusion?  Explain.

Many zoos, including those that meet industry guidelines, also annually 
produce a predictable surplus in animals that often end up in the hands of 
private collectors, animal auctions, circuses and novelty acts, substandard 
zoos, and even “canned hunt” operations where they’re shot as trophies.

A look at compliance with the zoo industry’s own standards (which 
in the author’s view do not necessarily constitute adequate standards) 
demonstrates how bad the situation really is. Of the estimated 200 
public display facilities in Canada, only 26—slightly more than 10 
percent—have been deemed to meet the standards of the Canadian 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums (CAZA).

In the U.S., out of the 1,800–2,000 licensed exhibitors of wild animals 
(which includes biomedical research institutions, breeding facilities, small 
exhibitors, travelling shows, educational programs using live animals, 
zoos and aquariums), about 175 are accredited by the American Zoo and 
Aquarium Association (AZA), equivalent to less than 10 percent of all 
facilities. f

Times are changing, and with them, public attitudes. Increasingly, 
members of the public find the confinement of animals in substandard 
conditions offensive. Zoos across the continent are feeling the pressure. 
They have to accept that if wild animals are to be kept in captivity, their 
needs must be met.

Are there good captive environments where the biological and 
behavioral needs of animals are being satisfied? The answer is yes. 
A recent Zoocheck Canada survey of black bear and gray wolf facilities 
in North America revealed a number of outstanding exhibits where 
the animals displayed an extensive range of natural movements and 
behaviors. But they are few and far between.

Can zoos make a useful contribution to conservation and education? 
Again, the answer is yes. The Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust (Jersey 
Zoo) in the U.K., for example, clearly shows that zoos can become leaders 
in conservation education and wildlife protection. But few actually do.

I can’t understand why the more responsible segments of the 
zoo industry have not come to their senses and acknowledged the 
obvious—the present state of zoos is untenable. Either zoos can 
voluntarily adopt humane policies and practices, push for the closure 
of substandard facilities, and participate in advocating for laws to help 
wildlife, or they can be dragged kicking and screaming into the new 
millennium. It’s their choice. g
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The scene of Little Joe, the curious 
young gorilla out of his zoo exhibit 
wandering through Franklin Park,1 
certainly sold papers last month. But 
less well covered was the very real 
success that our nation’s best zoos 
have had in nurturing the animals 
who live within their walls. i

At the turn of the last century, 
gorillas—these strange, human-
like creatures from “darkest 
Africa’’—still flourished in the 
wild and thoroughly captivated 
the American public. But once 
relocated from their jungle habitat, 
gorillas languished. Zoos found 
it impossible to keep the animals 
alive for more than a few weeks 
since little was known about the 
natural history of gorillas. Even as 
late as the 1960s and ’70s, most 
zoo gorillas were kept singly or in 
pairs in small, sterile concrete and 
tile cages and fed inappropriate 
foods. But things began to 
change as information from 
field and zoo biologists brought 
more understanding of both the 

physiological and psychological 
needs of these remarkable 
creatures.

Gorillas in today’s zoos are 
typically kept in large, naturalistic 
exhibits, maintained in appropriate 
social groupings, fed nutritionally 
appropriate diets, and provided with 
excellent veterinary care. The result 
is that zoo gorillas exhibit behavior 
similar to their wild counterparts, 
reproduce consistently, and live 
longer on average than they do in 
nature. j

In fact, recent advances 
in exhibit design, animal 
nutrition, genetic management, 
and veterinary medicine have 
revolutionized animal welfare and 
care in our zoos. Today, more than 
90 percent of mammals housed 
in accredited2 facilities were born 
in zoos and not taken from the 
wild. They are under the charge of 
animal curators and caretakers who 
are trained professionals, with both 
academic and practical experience. 
Furthermore, accredited zoos have 
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Zoos Connect Us 
to the Natural World h

Michael Hutchins

 1. Franklin Park: a Boston, Massachusetts, park that has a zoo in it.
 2. accredited (E-krDdPGt-Ed): meeting certain standards that have been set by a respected 

authority (in this case, the American Zoo and Aquarium Association).
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h

 
ARGUMENT

Based on the title, what 
is one reason Hutchins 
will probably give for 
having and maintaining 
good zoos?

i

 
ARGUMENT

Reread lines 1–8.  What 
point is Hutchins 
making here?

j

 
ARGUMENT

How does Hutchins 
support the statement 
that zoos have 
had some very real 
successes in nurturing 
animals?

languish (lBngPgwGsh) 
v. to lose strength and 
vitality

counterpart 
(kounPtEr-pärtQ) n. one 
that has the same 
functions and traits as 
another
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become “learning organizations’’ 
that constantly strive to improve 
the lives and health of the animals 
in their care. 

So why should we have gorillas 
or any other wild animals in zoos 
today? Before speculating about 
the role of these institutions in 
contemporary society, I must 
first draw a distinction between 
accredited zoos and other kinds of 
facilities that keep wild animals for 
public display. All of my statements 
are focused exclusively on the 213 
facilities accredited by the American 
Zoo and Aquarium Association. 
AZA members undergo a detailed 
peer-review3 process, which is more 
comprehensive than existing local, 
state, or federal regulations.

At a time when children learn 
more about the world around them 

from television and computers 
than from personal experience, 
modern zoos—and aquariums, 
for that matter—offer fun, safe 
opportunities to view living wild 
animals up close and personal. 
In 2002, over 140 million people 
visited AZA zoos and aquariums, 
more than attended all professional 
baseball, football, basketball, 
and ice hockey games combined. 
Modern zoological parks provide 
us a wonderful opportunity to 
build awareness and appreciation of 
wildlife in an increasingly urbanized 
populace—a group that is becoming 
progressively disconnected from the 
natural world. 

Only a small percentage of our 
nation’s citizens can afford to travel 
to exotic locations to view wild 
tigers, elephants, or giant pandas 
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 3. peer-review: evaluation by equals (in this case, other zoo officials).

exotic (Gg-zJtPGk) adj. 
foreign; unusual; 
exciting

What conclusions can 
you draw about the 
impact this encounter 
might have on the girl?

Language Coach
Oral Fluency  When 
saying the word 
zoological, pronounce 
the word part zoo- as 
two syllables that sound 
like zoo-oh.  Practice this 
as you read aloud the 
sentence beginning in 
line 90. 

 zoos connect us to the natural world 995
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or to dive with sharks or moray 
eels. Zoos provide exhilarating 
experiences that can’t be replicated 
on two-dimensional television or 
computer screens. Seeing, smelling, 
and in some cases even touching 
real, live animals is a powerful 
experience. 

The best zoos include 
conservation, education, and 
science among their core missions,4 
and the animals in their collections 
can be viewed as ambassadors for 
their counterparts in the wild. 
Many species are endangered or 
threatened and would have little 
chance of survival without human 
intervention. Increasingly, zoos 
are playing an important role in 
those efforts. Last year alone, AZA 
member institutions supported 
1,400 field conservation5 and 
associated educational and 
scientific projects in over 80 
countries worldwide. These 
ranged from restoring habitat 
for endangered Karner blue 
butterflies6 in Ohio to attempting 
to curb the illegal, commercial 
harvest of wildlife for meat in 
Africa to rehabilitating injured 
marine mammals and sea turtles 
and returning them to the sea.

Some critics have characterized 
zoos and aquariums as “exploiting’’ 
animals for personal financial 
gain, but that’s not true of the 

professionals I know. As a curatorial 
intern at New York’s Bronx Zoo/
Wildlife Conservation Society in 
the late 1980s, I went on rounds 
with the staff veterinarians as 
they cared for sick and injured 
animals. They worked long hours 
for comparatively little pay, and 
their dedication was inspiring. I also 
witnessed animal keepers weeping 
over the loss of their favorite animals 
and spending their own money to 
attend training programs to improve 
their knowledge and skills. k

In my opinion, a society 
that values wildlife and nature 
should support our best zoos and 
aquariums. Habitat conservation 
is the key to saving endangered 
species, and professionally 
managed zoos and aquariums and 
their expert, dedicated staffs play 
a vital role by supporting on-the-
ground conservation efforts and by 
encouraging people to care for and 
learn about wildlife and nature.

Zoos and aquariums are 
reinventing themselves, but 
while many are in the process 
of rebuilding their aging 
infrastructures, still others retain 
vestiges of the past or have been hit 
hard by recent state or local budget 
cuts. Good zoos and aquariums 
are invaluable community assets, 
and they deserve our attention and 
enthusiastic support. l
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 4. core missions: central goals and beliefs.
 5. field conservation: conservation of wild organisms in their natural habitats (not in zoos). 
 6. Karner blue butterflies: endangered butterflies of the northern U.S. and Canada.

k

 
ARGUMENT

Reread lines 134–151. 
What opposing 
viewpoint does the 
author present?  What is 
his counterargument? 

l

 
ARGUMENT

Reread Hutchins’s 
conclusion in lines 
164–174.  What kinds 
of zoos and aquariums 
does Hutchins propose 
we should give 
“our attention and 
enthusiastic support”?  
Is his argument broad 
enough to support this 
conclusion? 

exploit (DkPsploitQ) v. to 
use for selfish purposes

996 unit 9: argument and persuasion

TX_L08PE-u09s01-Connec.indd   996TX_L08PE-u09s01-Connec.indd   996 2/15/09   12:29:19 PM2/15/09   12:29:19 PM



After Reading Comparing Persuasive Texts

Comprehension
 1. Recall According to “Zoos: Myth and Reality,” what often happens to surplus 

animals from zoos?

 2. Recall According to “Zoos Connect Us to the Natural World,” how do zoos 
benefit people?

 3. Clarify What kind of action does each author call for?

Critical Analysis
4. Identify Claim and Support For each selection, identify the author’s claim.  

Then list three reasons or pieces of evidence the author uses to support his 
claim.

5. Evaluate Conclusions Each selection reaches a conclusion about what 
zoos should do and how people should treat them.  Identify each author’s 
conclusion.  Then tell whether you think it is adequately supported by his 
argument.  Give reasons for your opinion.

Comparing Persuasive Texts
6. Set a Purpose for Reading Now that you have read the second persuasive 

text, finish filling in your chart.  Add the final questions and answer them. 

“Zoos: Myth and Reality” “Zoos Connect Us to the 
Natural World”

Claim lines 4–6: “Most zoos fail 
to live up to their own 
propaganda and vast numbers 
of zoo animals continue to 
endure lives of misery and 
deprivation.”

Support

Conclusion

In what ways are 
the persuasive 
texts similar? In 
what ways are 
they different?

Should WILDLIFE stay wild?
Refer to the list you made of the good and bad things about zoos.  What 
might you add to this list now that you have read these two articles?

zoos: myth and reality / zoos connect us . . . 997

READING 9 Analyze works 
written on the same topic and 
compare how the authors 
achieved similar or different 
purposes. 11A Compare and 
contrast persuasive texts that 
reached different conclusions 
about the same issue and explain 
how the authors reached their 
conclusions through analyzing 
the evidence each presents. 
RC-8(A) Establish purposes for 
reading selected texts.
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Vocabulary in Context
 vocabulary practice

For each item, choose the word that differs most in meaning from the 
other words.

 1. (a) suffer, (b) languish, (c) enjoy, (d) endure
 2. (a) exploit, (b) aid, (c) help, (d) befriend
 3. (a) hope, (b) uselessness, (c) futility, (d) meaninglessness
 4. (a) unadorned, (b) desolate, (c) lush, (d) sterile
 5. (a) suffering, (b) deprivation, (c) lack, (d) wealth 
 6. (a) persuasion, (b) truth, (c) propaganda, (d) bias 
 7. (a) boss, (b) equal, (c) peer, (d) counterpart
 8. (a) ordinary, (b) exotic, (c) foreign, (d) extraordinary

academic vocabulary in writing

What is your opinion of housing animals in zoos?  In a paragraph, 
state your opinion along with two reasons you might give to convince 
someone to adopt it.  Use at least one Academic Vocabulary word in 
your paragraph.

vocabulary strategy: the greek root exo
The vocabulary word exotic contains the Greek root exo, which means 
“outside” or “external.”  You can use your understanding of this root 
along with context clues to help you to figure out the meaning of other 
words formed from exo.

PRACTICE Use a dictionary to look up each word that appears in the 
web.  Then decide which word best completes each sentence.  Be ready 
to explain how the meaning of the root is reflected in each word.

 1. The earth’s _____ protects it from much of the sun’s ultraviolet 
radiation.

 2. A peach’s fuzzy ____ holds in the juicy fruit.
 3.  There was a mass _____ of fans from the stadium after the concert.
 4. A beetle’s _____ is like armor, protecting it from predators and 

weather.

• accurate  • bias  • contrast  • convince  • logic

Go to thinkcentral.com.
KEYWORD: HML8-998

Interactive
Vocabulary

counterpart

deprivation

exotic

exploit

futility

languish

propaganda

sterile

exodus exoskeleton

exocarp exosphere

exo

998 unit 9: argument and persuasion

READING 2A Determine the meaning 
of grade-level academic English words 
derived from Greek roots.
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Comparing Persuasive Texts

Introduction Provide the titles and authors of both selections, a brief description of 
each author’s position, and your thesis statement.
Body Using your outline as a guide, contrast the claims, nature and strength of 
support, and effectiveness of the conclusions in the two selections.  Include details 
from the selections to illustrate your statements.
Conclusion Restate your thesis statement, then leave your reader with a final thought 
about the arguments delivered in each of these selections.  For example, you might 
draw a conclusion about which is the more persuasive text or ask a stirring question.  
Revision Make sure you support your thesis statement with the ideas you develop in 
your body paragraphs and that you illustrate each idea with a detail from the text.

3. draft your response

Use your chart to identify the claim, support, and conclusion 
presented in each selection.  Write a thesis statement that sums up 
their major differences.  Then consider how to organize your response.

• Option A: In one paragraph, describe the claim, nature and strength 
of the support, and the effectiveness of the conclusion Laidlaw 
presents in his online article.  In the next paragraph, describe the 
same aspects of Hutchins’s opinion piece.

• Option B: In one paragraph, contrast each writer’s claim.  In the 
next paragraph, contrast their support for their claims.  In a third, 
contrast the effectiveness of their conclusions.

Once you have decided on your approach, create an outline to organize your details.

2. plan your writing

1. read the prompt
In writing assessments, you will often be asked to compare and contrast two works 
that are similar in some way, such as two persuasive texts about the same issue.

In four or five paragraphs, compare and contrast 
the arguments in “Zoos: Myth and Reality” 
with “Zoos Connect Us to the Natural World.” 
Identify the differences in their claims, the 
nature and strength of their support, and the 
effectiveness of their conclusions. Use details 
from the selections to support your ideas.

 I. Introduction
 II. Claim, support, 

and conclusion in 
first article.

 III. Claim, support, 
and conclusion in 
second piece.

 IV. Conclusion

Writing for Assessment

 
strategies in action
1. I need to identify each selection’s claim, 

support, and conclusion.

2. I need to state the differences in 

their claims, the nature and strength 

of their support, and the strength and 

soundness of their conclusions.

3. I need to support my ideas with 

details from the selections.

zoos: myth and reality / zoos connect us . . . 999

TEKS 9, 11A, 14A–C
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Media
Study

Think about the last movie you just couldn’t wait to see.  How did 
you find out about it?  Did you watch a preview that made it look 
exciting?  Maybe you saw ads while surfing the Internet or passed 
billboards on the way to school.  In this lesson, you’ll explore how 
advertisers use these marketing techniques to build a sense of 
anticipation for an upcoming movie release.

Background
Coming Soon . . . Movie studios know that sometimes a 
commercial is not enough to persuade their target audience 
to see an upcoming film.  They use a series of different types of 
ads to create excitement, so that not only will you run out to 
see the movie; you’ll also tell your friends about it.  In effect, you 
become part of the studio’s ad campaign.  This word of mouth 
is powerful, as people are more likely to trust the opinion of 
someone they know over the razzle-dazzle of a commercial.  
A movie is said to have buzz around it when it gets people 
excited enough to spread the word.  
 You’ll look at advertisements for the movie Star Wars:  
Episode III—Revenge of the Sith to see how advertisers try 
to create buzz.

Movie Ad Campaign
Movie Advertisements on  Media    Smart dvd-rom

How do ads create 

BUZZ?

1000

READING 13 Analyze how words, 
images, graphics, and sounds work 
together in various forms to impact 
meaning. 13B Interpret how visual 
and sound techniques influence 
the message. 13C Evaluate various 
techniques used to create a point 
of view in media and the impact on 
audience. 13D  Assess the correct 
level of formality and tone in 
various digital media.
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Media Literacy: Persuasion in Ads
An ad campaign is a series of advertisements for a single product or brand.  
The ads appear over time and in several different forms.  Movie studios use 
carefully chosen visual and sound techniques in each ad to persuade their 
target audience.  The image you see in a print ad should evoke the movie’s 
mood as much as the music that plays in a trailer.  Here are some of the print, 
trailer, and online advertisements that studios use.

features of an ad campaign

Trailers are movie ads that usually appear a few months 
before the movie opens.  They persuade viewers to 
see the movie by showing the most exciting, funny, or 
touching moments from the film.

Teaser Trailers are shorter, flashier trailers that come out 
long before the movie is released.  They’re designed to 
make you curious.

Print Ads include billboards, posters, magazine ads, and 
newspaper ads.  Graphic artists and illustrators use 
images in print ads to give you information and to affect 
how you feel about a particular subject.  For instance, 
the image of Darth Vader shown here is large, dark, and 
looming.  Print ads can also persuade with a tagline, a 
memorable phrase that sums up the movie.

Promotional Web Sites often include trailers, cast and 
crew information, and games.

STRATEGIES FOR EVALUATING MOVIE ADS

Whether you’re looking at a print ad, a trailer, or a promotional Web site, think 
about how the ad creates anticipation and excitement about the film.

• Determine the target audience.  Think about who is most likely to see the 
movie and consider how the ad is directed at that group.  For example, 
consider the tone and its level of formality.  In your opinion, will an ad with 
this tone succeed with its target audience?

• Consider the visual and sound techniques used.  Think about why each image 
or sound was chosen and the effect that each has on the viewer.

• Notice how the different ads work together to create an overall feeling about 
the film.  The early ads are usually designed to spark curiosity.  The later ads 
then build on that curiosity, providing more information about the film.

 media study 1001
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Viewing Guide for
Movie Ad Campaign
View the DVD to examine the ad campaign used for the movie Star 
Wars: Episode III—Revenge of the Sith.  You’ll examine a teaser trailer, 
a full-length trailer, and the visuals and words of print ads.  As you 
look at each selection, consider how it attempts to persuade you to 
see and talk about the film.  Jot down the impressions you get of the 
movie from each selection.  Then think about the overall effect of the 
ad campaign.  Use these questions to help you analyze it. 

now view

FIRST VIEWING: Comprehension

 1. Clarify What do you learn about the plot of the movie from the teaser?

 2. Identify According to the full-length trailer, who are the main 
characters in Star Wars: Episode III?

 3. Analyze Music What effect does the music in the teaser have on you?

 4. Evaluate Images What information do you get from the images on the 
posters?  Which image do you think is strongest, and why?  Based on 
the posters, what is your impression of the movie?

 5. Compare Trailers Compare and contrast the teaser and the full-length 
trailer.  How does your response to each differ?

 6. Interpret the Effect Think about the effect the ad campaign may have 
had on potential moviegoers when the movie was released.  Based on 
the materials you viewed, how do you think these people would have 
described the movie to their friends?

CLOSE VIEWING: Media Literacy

Media    Smart dvd-rom
•  Selection 1: Star Wars: Episode III—

Revenge of the Sith teaser trailer
• Selection 2: movie trailer 
• Selection 3: movie posters 

1002 

TX_L08PE-u09s33-MsStar.indd   1002TX_L08PE-u09s33-MsStar.indd   1002 2/15/09   12:38:28 PM2/15/09   12:38:28 PM



Media Study

Go to thinkcentral.com.
KEYWORD: HML8-1003

Media
Tools

Write or Discuss
Evaluate the Ad Campaign You’ve explored how advertisers attempt to create 
buzz.  Think about the ads you examined for Star Wars: Episode III—Revenge 
of the Sith.  What parts of the ad campaign did you find effective?  Write an 
opinion statement describing whether or not you think the ad campaign would 
create buzz among you and your friends today.  Think about

• whether the teaser trailer sparks your curiosity
• the details you learn about the movie from the full-length trailer
• your overall impression of the movie from all of the selections you viewed

Produce Your Own Media
Create Your Own Ad Campaign Imagine your favorite short story or novel has 
just been made into a movie.  You’ve been asked to plan an ad campaign that 
will get people buzzing about it.  Working with one or two other students, draw 
storyboards for a teaser trailer and a full-length trailer, and draw a poster for 
the film.

HERE’S HOW Use these tips as you create your ad campaign: 

• Remember that a storyboard is made up of drawings and brief descriptions of 
what happens in each shot.

• Think about the most exciting aspects of the story you choose.  What will get 
people talking about the movie?

• For your poster, use an image that represents the overall feeling you want 
people to get from the film.

• Consider what music you want to play during your teaser trailer.

student modelstudent model

Tech Tip
If a camera is available, take 
photos of classmates dressed 
as characters and use a 
computer graphics program 
to create your poster.

  media study 1003

READING 13 Analyze how words, 
images, graphics, and sounds 
work together in various forms to 
impact meaning. 13B Interpret 
how visual and sound techniques 
influence the message. 13C 
Evaluate various techniques used 
to create a point of view in media 
and the impact on audience. 
13D Assess the correct level of 
formality and tone in various 
digital media.
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Before ReadingBefore Reading

Position on Dodgeball in Physical Education
Position Statement by the National Association 
for Sport and Physical Education

The Weak Shall Inherit the Gym
Opinion Piece by Rick Reilly

KEYWORD: HML8-1004VIDEO TRAILER

Games are supposed to be fun, right?  But have you ever watched a 
customer at a carnival game spend 20 or 30 dollars trying to win a 
cheap stuffed animal?  Seeing this might make you question not only 
how fun it is, but also whether or not all games are worth playing.  
You’re about to read two very different opinions on whether the 
game of dodgeball is fun or torture for those who play it.

LIST IT Work with a group to make two lists.  On the first, list five or 
more games you think are worth playing.  On the second, list five 
or more games you think are not worth the time, money, or risk.  
Compare your lists with others’.  Were there any games that 
appeared on both the good and not-so-good lists?

Are all GAMES
worth playing?

1004 

READING 11 Make inferences and 
draw conclusions about persuasive 
text. 11A Compare and contrast 
persuasive texts that reached 
different conclusions about the 
same issue and explain how the 
authors reached their conclusions 
through analyzing the evidence 
each presents. 11B Analyze 
the use of such rhetorical and 
logical fallacies as loaded terms, 
caricatures, and leading questions 
in persuasive texts.
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Position on Dodgeball in Physical Education
Position Statement by the National Association 
for Sport and Physical Education

The Weak Shall Inherit the Gym
Opinion Piece by Rick Reilly

KEYWORD: HML8-1004VIDEO TRAILER

Rick Reilly
born 1958

Funny Man with Serious Talent 
Many Sports Illustrated readers turn to the 
last page of their magazine first in order 
to read Rick Reilly’s weekly column “Life of 
Reilly.”  The column, along with his novels 
and essay collections, has earned Reilly the 
reputation as “one of the funniest humans 
on the planet.”  Reilly has written about 
everything from ice-skating to the Iditarod, 
the Alaskan dog race.  His adventures 
include facing fastballs from eight-time 
All-Star pitcher Nolan Ryan, cycling with 
seven-time Tour de France winner Lance 
Armstrong, and playing 108 holes of golf 
in one day.  He began his sports writing 
career as a sophomore at the University 
of Colorado, taking phoned-in high-
school volleyball scores for his hometown 
newspaper.  After graduation, he moved 
on to stints at the Denver Post and the Los 
Angeles Times, eventually landing at Sports 
Illustrated in 1985.  He has been voted 
National Sportswriter of the Year 10 times. 

National Association for 
Sport and Physical Education 
The NASPE is made up of gym teachers, 
coaches, athletic directors, athletic 
trainers, sport management professionals, 
researchers, and college faculty.  The 
association provides a way for all of these 
professionals to help one another to 
improve physical education in schools.  
By researching, developing standards, 
and spreading information, NASPE helps 
students learn about fitness and stay 
active all their lives.

 elements of nonfiction: persuasion
Writers often rely on more than arguments to be convincing.   
They may use a tone that encourages readers to take their side 
or use persuasive techniques such as these:

• Emotional appeals—the use of words, descriptions, or images 
that call forth strong feelings, such as pity, fear, or anger.  
“Innocent puppies are horribly mistreated in puppy mills.”

• Ethical appeals—attempts to gain moral support for a claim 
by linking the claim to a widely accepted value. “We need this 
law because animals deserve decent treatment.”

 As you read, notice the ways the authors try to convince you. 

  reading skill: analyze rhetoric and reasoning
When reading an argument, look for fallacies.  A rhetorical 
fallacy is writing that is false or misleading.  A logical fallacy is 
an error in reasoning.  Here are three common fallacies:

• Loaded terms—words or phrases with strongly positive or 
negative connotations.  Using immature to describe a teenager 
casts the person in a more negative light than using young.

• Leading questions—questions that contain their answers, 
such as, “You don’t want all the forests to disappear, do you?”

• Caricatures—cartoon-like portrayals of opposing arguments, 
such as, “They want you to go around hugging trees.”

 As you read the selections, jot down any fallacies you find 
and note their locations with the text’s line numbers on a chart.

“Position on Dodgeball 
in Physical Education”

“The Weak Shall 
Inherit the Gym”

Fallacies Loaded terms: lines 
47–49

 vocabulary in context
The boldfaced words help to convey opinions about playing 
dodgeball.  Try to figure out each word’s meaning.

 1. If you witness someone cheating, report the impropriety.
 2. Students are not adequately prepared for competition.
 3. We were able to eliminate the other players one by one.
 4. Is dodgeball a safe way to take out aggression? 
 5. The school is going to ban the game.

Complete the activities in your Reader/Writer Notebook.

Go to thinkcentral.com.
KEYWORD: HML8-1005

Author 
Online
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Position on Dodgeball
in Physical Education

National Association for Sport
and Physical Education

With the recent release of both a movie and television show about 
dodgeball, debate about the game’s merits and improprieties has escalated 
in the media and on the NASPE listserv.1 Thus, the National Association 
for Sport and Physical Education (NASPE) would like to reiterate its 
position about including dodgeball in school physical education programs.  

NASPE believes that dodgeball is not an appropriate activity for K–12 
school physical education programs. The purpose of physical education 
is to provide students with:

• The knowledge, skills, and confidence needed to be physically 
active for a lifetime

• A daily dose of physical activity for health benefits
• Positive experiences so that kids want to be physically active 

outside of physical education class and throughout their lifetime
The goals of physical education can be obtained through a wide variety 
of appropriate physical activities. a

Getting and keeping children and adolescents active is one of the biggest 
challenges facing parents and youth leaders. 

• 61.5% of children aged 9–13 years do not participate in any 
organized physical activity during their non-school hours 
and 22.6% do not engage in any free-time physical activity.

• One-third of high school students are not adequately active 
and over 10% do not participate in any physical activity at all.  

• 16% of U.S. youth aged 6–19 are overweight—triple the 
proportion of 25 years ago. b

According to NASPE’s Appropriate Practices for Elementary School Physical 
Education (2000), “in a quality physical education class teachers involve 
ALL children in activities that allow them to participate actively, both 
physically and mentally. Activities such as relay races, dodgeball, and 

10

20

 1. listserv (lGst-sûrv): an e-mail list that allows a group of people to hold a discussion by writing 
to each other via the Internet.

impropriety 
(GmQprE-prFPG-tC) n. 
an unsuitable or 
inappropriate act 
or quality

a

 
PERSUASION

What is the NASPE’s 
position on dodgeball 
in school physical 
education programs?

adequately 
(BdPG-kwGt-lC) adv. 
enough to satisfy a 
requirement or meet 
a need

b

 
PERSUASION

Reread lines 18–24.  
Based on these lines, 
how would you describe 
the tone of this 
document?

 

 
GRAMMAR IN 

CONTEXT

In line 4, the writer uses 
parentheses to let you 
know the abbreviation 
for the National 
Association for Sport 
and Physical Education.

1006 unit 9: argument and persuasion
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elimination tag provide limited opportunities for everyone in the class, 
especially the slower, less agile students who need the activity the most.” 

The students who are eliminated first in dodgeball are typically the ones 
who most need to be active and practice their skills. Many times these 
students are also the ones with the least amount of confidence in their 
physical abilities. Being targeted because they are the “weaker” players, and 
being hit by a hard-thrown ball, does not help kids to develop confidence.  

The arguments most often heard in favor of dodgeball are that it allows 
for the practice of important physical skills—and kids like it.

• Dodgeball does provide a means of practicing some important 
physical skills—running, dodging, throwing, and catching.  
However, there are many activities that allow practice of these skills 
without using human targets or eliminating students from play. 

• Some kids may like it—the most skilled, the most confident. 
But many do not! Certainly not the student who gets hit hard in 
the stomach, head, or groin. And it is not appropriate to teach our 
children that you win by hurting others. c 

In a recent article about the new GSN (games network) TV show called 
“Extreme Dodgeball,” there is talk of  “developing and executing 
extreme strategies to annihilate opponents” and the use of terms such 
as “throw-to-kill ratios,” and “headshots.” NASPE asks, “Is this the type 
of game that you want children to be exposed to?” d

30

40

50

eliminate (G-lGmPE-nAtQ) 
v. to remove from 
consideration by 
defeating

c

 
PERSUASION

Reread lines 42–45.  
What kind of emotional 
appeal is being made?  
What is the ethical 
appeal?

How many people 
pictured on this 
dodgeball team appear 
to be getting exercise?

d

 
ANALYZE 

RHETORIC AND 

REASONING

A leading question is a 
question that contains 
its answer.  A rhetorical 
question is one that 
has such an obvious 
answer that it does not 
require a reply.  Reread 
lines 49–50.  Is this a 
leading question or a 
rhetorical question?

TEKS 11B

 position on dodgeball in physical education 1007
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Not to alarm you, but America is going softer 
than left-out butter. Exhibit 9,137: Schools 
have started banning dodgeball.

I kid you not. Dodgeball has been outlawed by some school districts 
in New York, Texas, Utah and Virginia. Many more are thinking about 
it, like Cecil County, Md., where the school board wants to ban any 
game with “human targets.” e

Human targets? What’s tag? What’s a snowball fight? What’s a close 
play at second? Neil Williams, a physical education professor at Eastern 
Connecticut State, says dodgeball has to go because it “encourages the 
best to pick on the weak.” Noooo! You mean there’s weak in the world? 
There’s strong? Of course there is, and dodgeball is one of the first 
opportunities in life to figure out which one you are and how you’re 
going to deal with it. f

We had a bully, Big Joe, in our seventh grade. Must have weighed 
225 pounds, . . . We also had a kid named Melvin, who was so thin we 
could’ve faxed him from class to class. I’ll never forget the dodgeball 
game in which Big Joe had a ball in each hand and one sandwiched 

10

Rick Reilly

O P I N I O N

TheWeak

Gym
Shall Inherit

the

ban (bBn) v. to prohibit

e

 
PERSUASION

What words and phrases 
in the first sentence 
make Rick Reilly’s tone 
immediately clear? 

f

 
PERSUASION

Why does Neil Williams 
object to dodgeball?  
Describe Reilly’s response 
to this objection.

1008 unit 9: argument and persuasion
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Is the girl in the photo 
wearing the appropriate 
amount of protective 
gear?  Why or why not?

 the weak shall inherit the gym 1009
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between his knees, firing at our side like a human tennis-ball machine, 
when, all of a sudden, he got plunked. . . . Joe whirled around to see 
who’d done it and saw that it was none other than Melvin, all 83 pounds 
of him, most of it smile.

Some of these . . . whiners say dodgeball is inappropriate in these 
violent times. Are you kidding? Dodgeball is one of the few times in life 
when you get to let out your aggressions, no questions asked. We don’t 
need less dodgeball in schools, we need more!

I know what all these . . . parents want. They want their Ambers and 
their Alexanders to grow up in a cozy womb of noncompetition, where 
everybody shares tofu1 and Little Red Riding Hood and the big, bad wolf 
set up a commune.2 Then their kids will stumble out into the bright light 
of the real world and find out that, yes, there’s weak and there’s strong 
and teams and sides and winning and losing. You’ll recognize those kids. 
They’ll be the ones filling up chalupas.3 Very noncompetitive. g  h  

But Williams and his fellow whiners aren’t stopping at dodgeball. In 
their Physical Education Hall of Shame they’ve also included duck-duck-
goose and musical chairs. Seriously. So, if we give them dodgeball, you 
can look for these games to be banned next:

Tag. Referring to any child as it is demeaning and hurtful. Instead 
of the child hollering, “You’re it!” we recommend, “You’re special!”

Baseball. Involves wrong-headed notions of stealing, errors and 
gruesome hit-and-run. Players should always be safe, never out.

Capture the flag. Mimics war.
Kick the can. Unfair to the can.
If we let these PC twinkies4 have their way, we’ll be left with:
Duck-duck-duck. Teacher spends the entire hour patting each child 

softly on the head.
Upsy down. The entire class takes turns fluffing the gym teacher’s 

pillow before her nap.
Swedish baseball. Players are allowed free passage to first, second or 

third, where they receive a relaxing two-minute massage from opposing 
players. i

20

30

40

50

 1. tofu (toPfL): a protein-rich soybean curd that many vegetarians eat in place of meat.
 2. commune (kômPyLnQ): a cooperative community in which a group of people who are not 

necessarily related live and work together.
 3. chalupas (chE-lu-Ppäs): fried tortillas filled with meat, a Mexican dish similar to tacos that is served 

at several U.S. fast-food chains.
 4. PC twinkies: Reilly’s expression for people who are too concerned (politically correct) with offending 

others by words or actions.

g

 
ANALYZE 

RHETORIC AND 

REASONING

A caricature is 
a cartoon-like 
description of an 
opposing argument.
Reread lines 27–30 to 
find the caricature.  
Then note it on your 
chart.

 TEKS 11B

aggression (E-grDshPEn) 
n. hostile or destructive 
behavior or action

h

 
PERSUASION

What widely accepted 
value does Reilly use to 
make an ethical appeal?  
Consider whether he 
seems to respect the job 
of filling chalupas.

i

 
ANALYZE RHETORIC 

AND REASONING

Reread lines 34–51.  
Sometimes writers try 
to convince you that 
a position is wrong 
because it could result 
in a ridiculous outcome.    
Identify one ridiculous 
outcome proposed by 
Reilly in lines 34–51. 

1010 unit 9: argument and persuasion
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After Reading

Comprehension
 1. Recall What reason does the NASPE give for once again announcing its 

position on dodgeball in school physical education programs?

 2. Clarify Reread lines 15–22 of “The Weak Shall Inherit the Gym.”  What did 
dodgeball do for Melvin?

Critical Analysis
3. Examine Name-Calling Attempting to discredit a position or idea by attacking 

people associated with it is name-calling.  Find examples of name-calling in 
“The Weak Shall Inherit the Gym.”  Does it make Reilly’s argument more or 
less convincing?  Give reasons for your answer.

 4. Analyze Tone What is Reilly’s tone, or attitude toward opponents of 
dodgeball?  Explain how this tone might persuade readers to adopt his 
opinion of the game.

5. Make Judgments A stereotype is an overgeneralization about a person or 
group.  In your opinion, is Reilly guilty of stereotyping?  Explain.

6. Compare Persuasive Texts Consider the arguments and persuasive techniques 
that the NASPE and Reilly use to convince readers to adopt their positions. 
Then explain how each text reaches its conclusion, noting any similarities and 
differences between them.

7. Evaluate Rhetoric and Reasoning Reilly is writing to be funny, but he also 
has a point to make.  Are you convinced by his argument and persuasion?  
Think about the fallacies you noted on your chart and any you discovered in 
answering questions 3 and 5.  Then support your decision.

Extension and Challenge
 8. Speaking and Listening Form two teams, one representing the NASPE’s 

viewpoint and one representing Rick Reilly’s.  Then, with your team, answer 
the question, “Should opportunities for intense physical competition be 
provided in middle schools?” from the perspective of your author.  Debate the 
question with the other team, using support from the selections.

Are all GAMES worth playing?
Now that you have read the two selections, revisit the two lists of games 
you created at the start of this lesson.  Would you move any of the games 
from one list to the other?  Why or why not?

position on dodgeball . . . / the weak shall inherit . . . 1011

READING 11 Make inferences and 
draw conclusions about persuasive 
text. 11A Compare and contrast 
persuasive texts that reached 
different conclusions about the 
same issue and explain how the 
authors reached their conclusions 
through analyzing the evidence 
each presents. 11B Analyze 
the use of such rhetorical and 
logical fallacies as loaded terms, 
caricatures, leading questions in 
persuasive texts.
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Vocabulary in Context
 vocabulary practice

Synonyms are words that have similar meanings, and antonyms are words 
that have opposite meanings.  Decide whether the words in each pair are 
synonyms or antonyms.

 1. adequately—insufficiently
 2. aggression—ferocity
 3. ban—legalize
 4. eliminate—banish
 5. impropriety—rudeness

academic vocabulary in writing

What gym class activity would you like to see either added to or banned 
from your school?  Why?  Share your opinion and the logic behind it in a 
paragraph.  Use at least one Academic Vocabulary word.

vocabulary strategy: the latin word gressus
The vocabulary word aggression comes from the Latin word gressus, which 
means “to go.”  Many English words have the same origin.  To figure out the 
meaning of words with this history, use context clues and your knowledge 
of the meaning of gressus.  

PRACTICE Choose the word from the web that best completes 
each sentence.  Then explain how the word gressus relates to the 
meaning of the word. 

 1. The trainer works with ____ dogs to make them gentler and 
more obedient.

 2. Many dogs will ____ if they don’t get constant social 
interaction.  

 3. Stealing a car is a serious _____, so car thieves receive harsh 
penalties. 

 4. Please stick to the topic and do not _____.
 5. The Renaissance was a _____ time period in which the arts flourished 

and scientists made important discoveries.

• accurate  • bias  • contrast  • convince  • logic

Go to thinkcentral.com.
KEYWORD: HML8-1012

Interactive
Vocabulary

adequately

aggression

ban

eliminate

impropriety

digress

regress

aggressive

progressive

transgression

gressus

1012 unit 9: argument and persuasion

READING 2A Determine the meaning 
of grade-level academic English 
words derived from Latin roots.
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Conventions in Writing
 grammar in context: Use Punctuation Correctly
There are three types of punctuation marks that are especially useful for 
conveying additional information.  Parentheses are punctuation marks used 
in sentences to set off extra information, such as explanations or comments.  
Brackets are punctuation marks used in quotations to set off extra information 
inserted by the writer (as opposed to the person or source being quoted).  An 
ellipsis is a set of three spaced periods ( . . . , not …) preceded and followed by a 
space.  Use an ellipsis to show that something has been left out of a quotation.  
If you use an ellipsis at the end of a sentence, include a period before the ellipsis.

 Original:  Rick Reilly says, “They want their Ambers and their 
Alexanders to grow up in a cozy womb of noncompetition, 
where everybody shares tofu and Little Red Riding Hood and 
the big, bad wolf set up a commune.”

 Revised:  Rick Reilly says (of these parents), “They want their 
. . . [children] to grow up in a cozy womb of 
noncompetition. . . .”

PRACTICE For each item, revise the following sentence according to the 
instructions given.  Use correct punctuation.

Reilly mockingly says, “In their Physical Education Hall of Shame they’ve also 
included duck-duck-goose and musical chairs.”

 1. Insert of Neil Williams and his supporters after “says.”
 2. Insert the abbreviation PEHS after “Physical Education Hall of Shame.”
 3. Leave out “duck-duck-goose and.”
 4. Leave out “duck-duck-goose and musical chairs” and insert kindergarten 

games in their place.

For more help with punctuation, see page R50 in the Grammar Handbook.

reading-writing connection

Broaden your understanding of the selections by responding to this 
prompt.  Then use the revising tip to improve your writing. 

writing prompt revising tip

Extended Response: Write a Letter
Write a letter to the NASPE or Rick Reilly in which 
you identify what you think is presented well and/
or in an incorrect, misleading, or unfair way.  Use 
quotations from the piece to illustrate your points.

Review your letter to make 
sure you have used brackets, 
parentheses, and ellipses 
correctly.  Where necessary, 
revise your punctuation.

YOUR

TURN

Go to thinkcentral.com.
KEYWORD: HML8-1013

Interactive
Revision

position on dodgeball . . . / the weak shall inherit . . . 1013

ORAL AND WRITTEN 

CONVENTIONS 20B Use correct 
punctuation marks, including 
parentheses, brackets, and ellipses.
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Before Reading

The Sanctuary of School
Essay by Lynda Barry

Why do we need

SCHOOLS?
Traditionally, a school’s most basic function was to teach the “three Rs”: 
reading, writing, and ’rithmetic.  More recently, Bill Gates, founder of 
the Microsoft Corporation, suggested that today’s schools need to focus 
on three new “Rs”: rigor, relevance, and relationships.  In the essay 
you’re about to read, Lynda Barry describes how the relationships made 
all the difference in her life.  

DISCUSS With a small group, discuss what you think are a school’s 
three most important tasks.  Write them down and share them with 
your class.  How many ideas have to do with the classroom and lessons?  
How many are tied to something less academic?

1014

READING 9 Analyze, make 
inferences and draw conclusions 
about the author’s purpose in 
cultural, historical, and contemporary 
contexts. 11 Analyze, make 
inferences, and draw conclusions 
about persuasive text. RC-8(E) 
Paraphrase texts in ways that 
maintain meaning and logical order 
within a text and across texts
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Meet the Author

Complete the activities in your Reader/Writer Notebook.

 elements of nonfiction: author’s purpose

Writers usually have one or more purposes when they sit down 
to write, and they carefully select strategies to achieve these 
purposes.  In this essay, Lynda Barry’s purpose is to persuade us 
to value and support public schools.  As you read, analyze the 
way that Barry uses a personal experience from her childhood 
to make her larger point.  Pay attention to the effect that her 
words, details, and images have on you.

 reading skill: identify cause and effect

A cause is an event or action that directly results in another 
event.  An effect is the direct outcome of an event or action.  
For example, if your school bus gets a flat tire, that could be 
the cause of your being late for school.  Being late is the effect.  
Sometimes signal words will alert you to causes (because, since) 
and effects (as a result, therefore).  Other times, you’ll have to 
make the connection for yourself.
 As you read this essay, look for the conditions in Barry’s 
environment that cause her to behave the way she does.  
Each time you recognize a cause-and-effect relationship, 
paraphrase, or describe in your own words, the cause and 
effect in a diagram like the one shown.

Cause Effect

Parents have too 
many relatives to 
support and not 
enough money.

They fight.

 vocabulary in context

The boldfaced words help Lynda Barry to convey what she felt 
about school when she was a little girl.  To see how many of 
them you know, restate each sentence, using a different word 
or phrase for the boldfaced term.

 1. A neglectful student forgets to do her homework.
 2. Children thrive in loving, secure homes.
 3. Our school doesn’t look unique or exciting on the outside, 

but inside it is anything but nondescript.
 4. On a hot day, an air-conditioned classroom is a sanctuary.

Lynda Barry
born 1956
Difficult Childhood 
Lynda Barry never felt that she “fit 
in”—not with her classmates at school, 
nor with either side of her parents’ 
Filipino and Norwegian-Irish families.  An 
excellent student, Barry became the first 
member of her family to attend college.  
There she began drawing quirky comic 
strips based on her own life experiences 
and publishing them in her school’s 
student newspaper.

Comic Strip Success 
After college, Barry struggled to decide 
what to do with her life and how to 
support herself.  Cartoonist and writer 
Matt Groening (creator of The Simpsons 
television series) had been a college 
classmate of Barry’s.  Through Groening, 
the Chicago Reader newspaper learned 
of Barry’s work and hired her to draw 
a weekly comic strip.  Soon, her comic 
strips “Girls and Boys,” “Ernie Pook’s 
Comeek,” and “Modern Romance” gained 
her a nationwide following.  She has also 
published plays and novels, including 
The Good Times Are Killing Me and 
Cruddy: An Illustrated Novel.  
Her childhood continues 
to have a big effect 
on her art.  Childhood, 
she says, is “where 
all our motivations, 
feelings, and opinions 
come from.”

ontinues 
ect 
hood,
re
ns, 
nions 
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Repr in ted f rom

LYNDA BARRY

The 

 1. Steve Allen: (1921–2000) actor, comedian, songwriter, and author who hosted popular TV variety 
shows in the 1950s and 60s.

 2. Johnny Carson: (1925–2005) comedian who hosted a late-night TV show, The Tonight Show, 
from 1962 to 1992.

I was seven years old the first time 
I snuck out of the house in the 

dark. It was winter and my parents 
had been fighting all night. They 
were short on money and long on 
relatives who kept “temporarily” 
moving into our house because 
they had nowhere else to go.

My brother and I were used 
to giving up our bedroom. We 
slept on the couch, something we 
actually liked because it put us 
that much closer to the light of 
our lives, our television.

At night when everyone was 
asleep, we lay on our pillows 
watching it with the sound off. 
We watched Steve Allen’s1 mouth 
moving. We watched Johnny 
Carson’s2 mouth moving. We 
watched movies filled with gangsters 
shooting machine guns into packed 
rooms, dying soldiers hurling a last 
grenade and beautiful women crying 
at windows. Then the sign-off 
finally came and we tried to sleep.

The morning I snuck out, I woke 
up filled with a panic about needing 
to get to school. The sun wasn’t 
quite up yet but my anxiety was so 
fierce that I just got dressed, walked 
quietly across the kitchen and let 
myself out the back door.

It was quiet outside. Stars were 
still out. Nothing moved and no 
one was in the street. It was as if 
someone had turned the sound off 
on the world.

I walked the alley, breaking 
thin ice over the puddles with my 
shoes. I didn’t know why I was 
walking to school in the dark. I 
didn’t think about it. All I knew 
was a feeling of panic, like the 
panic that strikes kids when they 
realize they are lost. a

T hat feeling eased the moment 
I turned the corner and saw 

the dark outline of my school at 
the top of the hill. My school was 
made up of about 15 nondescript 
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Sanctuary
of School

sanctuary 
(sBngkPchL-DrQC) n. 
a place of refuge

a

 
AUTHOR’S PURPOSE

What can you infer about 
Barry’s reason for walking 
to school in the dark?

nondescript 
(nJnQdG-skrGptP) adj. 
lacking unique qualities

Language Coach
Similes A simile is a 
comparison using the 
words like or as.  In lines 
10–17, Barry describes 
what it’s like to watch 
television with the 
sound off.  Then, in lines 
34–38, Barry uses a 
simile to compare the 
world of early morning 
to a television with the 
sound off.  Locate the 
simile and write it down.

1016 unit 9: argument and persuasion
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 3. Seattle: a city in west central Washington state.

portable classrooms set down on a 
fenced concrete lot in a rundown 
Seattle3 neighborhood, but it had the 
most beautiful view of the Cascade 

Mountains. You could see them from 
anywhere on the playfield and you 
could see them from the windows 
of my classroom—Room 2. b

b

 
CAUSE AND EFFECT

Reread lines 47–50.  
What causes Barry to 
feel less panicked?

This illustration by Lynda 
Barry accompanied 
the essay when it was 
originally published in 
a supplement to The 
New York Times.  What 
can you conclude about 
the young Barry’s  
relationship to school?

 the sanctuary of school 1017
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 4. Rainier Valley: a section of southeast Seattle.

I walked over to the monkey 
bars and hooked my arms around 
the cold metal. I stood for a long 
time just looking across Rainier 
Valley.4 The sky was beginning to 
whiten and I could hear a few birds.

In a perfect world my absence 
at home would not have gone 

unnoticed. I would have had two 
parents in a panic to locate me, 
instead of two parents in a panic 
to locate an answer to the hard 
question of survival during a deep 
financial and emotional crisis. c

But in an overcrowded and 
unhappy home, it’s incredibly 
easy for any child to slip away. 
The high levels of frustration, 
depression and anger in my house 
made my brother and me invisible. 
We were children with the sound 
turned off. And for us, as for the 
steadily increasing number of 
neglected children in this country, 
the only place where we could 
count on being noticed was at 
school. d

“Hey there, young lady. Did 
you forget to go home last night?” 
It was Mr. Gunderson, our janitor, 
whom we all loved. He was nice 
and he was funny and he was old 
with white hair, thick glasses and 
an unbelievable number of keys. 
I could hear them jingling as he 
walked across the playfield. I felt 
incredibly happy to see him.

He let me push his wheeled 
garbage can between the different 

portables as he unlocked each 
room. He let me turn on the lights 
and raise the window shades and 
I saw my school slowly come to 
life. I saw Mrs. Holman, our school 
secretary, walk into the office 
without her orange lipstick on 
yet. She waved.

I saw the fifth-grade teacher, 
Mr. Cunningham, walking under 
the breezeway eating a hard roll. 
He waved.

And I saw my teacher, Mrs. Claire 
LeSane, walking toward us in a 
red coat and calling my name in a 
very happy and surprised way, and 
suddenly my throat got tight and 
my eyes stung and I ran toward 
her crying. It was something that 
surprised us both. e

It’s only thinking about it now, 
28 years later, that I realize I was 
crying from relief. I was with 
my teacher, and in a while I was 
going to sit at my desk, with my 
crayons and pencils and books and 
classmates all around me, and for 
the next six hours I was going to 
enjoy a thoroughly secure, warm 
and stable world. It was a world I 
absolutely relied on. Without it, 
I don’t know where I would have 
gone that morning. f

Mrs. LeSane asked me what was 
wrong and when I said, “Nothing,” 
she seemingly left it at that. But she 
asked me if I would carry her purse 
for her, an honor above all honors, 
and she asked if I wanted to come 
into Room 2 early and paint.
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AUTHOR’S PURPOSE

Reread lines 74–86.  
What link does Barry 
make between herself, 
other children, and the 
importance of school?

c

 
CAUSE AND EFFECT

What causes Barry’s 
parents not to notice 
she is missing?

e

 
AUTHOR’S PURPOSE

What are your opinions 
of the janitor and 
teachers, and of Barry’s 
relationships with them?

f

 
CAUSE AND EFFECT

Reread lines 119–131.  
Paraphrase the effect 
that being in school has 
on Barry.

secure (sG-kyMrP) adj. 
safe; protected; free 
from fear or anxiety

Language Coach
Metaphors Writers use 
metaphors to compare 
things without using 
like or as. In lines 80–81, 
Barry says that she 
and her brother were 
“children with the sound 
turned off.”  To what 
is she comparing her 
brother and herself?  
Reread lines 10–17 and 
34–38 for help. 

1018 unit 9: argument and persuasion
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 5. slip through the cracks: become lost or harmed due to negligence.
 6. “a thousand points of light”: volunteers and charities—a metaphor from a 1989 speech by 

then-President George H.  W.  Bush.

S  he believed in the natural 
healing power of painting 

and drawing for troubled children. 
In the back of her room there 
was always a drawing table and 
an easel with plenty of supplies, 
and sometimes during the day 
she would come up to you for 
what seemed like no good reason 
and quietly ask if you wanted to 
go to the back table and “make 
some pictures for Mrs. LeSane.” 
We all had a chance at it—to sit 
apart from the class for a while to 
paint, draw and silently work out 
impossible problems on 11 × 17 
sheets of newsprint.

Drawing came to mean 
everything to me. At the back 
table in Room 2, I learned to build 
myself a life preserver that I could 
carry into my home. g

 

We all know that a good 
education system saves lives, 

but the people of this country are 
still told that cutting the budget for 
public schools is necessary, that poor 
salaries for teachers are all we can 
manage and that art, music and all 
creative activities must be the first 
to go when times are lean.

Before- and after-school programs 
are cut and we are told that public 
schools are not made for baby-sitting 
children. If parents are neglectful
temporarily or permanently, for 
whatever reason, it’s certainly sad, 
but their unlucky children must 

fend for themselves. Or slip through 
the cracks.5 Or wander in a dark 
night alone.

We are told in a thousand 
ways that not only are public 
schools not important, but that 
the children who attend them, the 
children who need them most, 
are not important either. We leave 
them to learn from the blind eye 
of a television, or to the mercy of 
“a thousand points of light”6 that 
can be as far away as stars.

I was lucky. I had Mrs. LeSane. 
I had Mr. Gunderson. I had an 
abundance of art supplies. And I 
had a particular brand of neglect 
in my home that allowed me to 
slip away and get to them. But 
what about the rest of the kids 
who weren’t as lucky? What 
happened to them?

By the time the bell rang 
that morning I had finished my 
drawing and Mrs. LeSane pinned 
it up on the special bulletin board 
she reserved for drawings from the 
back table. It was the same picture 
I always drew—a sun in the corner 
of a blue sky over a nice house with 
flowers all around it. 

Mrs. LeSane asked us to please 
stand, face the flag, place our right 
hands over our hearts and say the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Children 
across the country do it faithfully. 
I wonder now when the country 
will face its children and say a 
pledge right back. � h
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AUTHOR’S 

PURPOSE

Reread lines 156–160.  
What do you think Barry 
means when she says 
she learned to build 
herself “a life preserver”? 

h

 
AUTHOR’S 

PURPOSE

Reread lines 161–215.  
Which sentence 
best sums up Barry’s 
purpose? 

neglectful (nG-glDktPfEl) 
adj. characterized by 
a failure to properly 
care for someone or 
something

 the sanctuary of school 1019
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After Reading

Comprehension
 1. Recall Where does Lynda Barry go after she sneaks out of her house?

 2. Clarify Why does Barry cry when she sees Mrs. LeSane?

 Critical Analysis
 3. Examine Cause and Effect Look back at the cause-and-effect diagrams you 

created as you read.  Which cause-and-effect relationship do you think is most 
important to Barry’s argument in favor of public schools? 

 4. Interpret Imagery Skim pages 1016 
and 1018, and note the three 
places where Barry describes 
someone or something as having 
“the sound turned off.”  In a 
graphic like the one shown, tell 
what she is referring to in each 
case.  Why do you think the image 
is so powerful to Barry?

 5. Make Inferences Reread the last paragraph of the essay.  What is the “pledge” 
that Barry wants Americans to make to schoolchildren?

 6. Analyze Author’s Purpose The evidence Barry offers to persuade the reader 
comes from a single source—her personal experience.  Generalizing from 
a single experience can be considered overgeneralization.  Would you say 
Barry’s argument is effective, or is her experience too narrow to achieve her 
purpose?  Explain.

 7. Draw Conclusions How might Barry’s life have been different if she hadn’t 
had creative activities at school?

Extension and Challenge
8. Inquiry and Research Lynda Barry’s essay encourages us to support 

public schools for the education and important relationships they offer 
to all students.  Find out about the purpose of public education in the 
United States.  When were public schools established and why?  How are 
they funded?  On the basis of what you find out, decide whether Barry’s 
expectations for schools are reasonable.

Why do we need SCHOOLS?
Revisit the notes you took on page 1014.  With your group, discuss whether 
reading Lynda Barry’s essay changed your opinion about schools’ three 
most important tasks.

“the sound turned off ”

Lines  ____:Lines  ____:Lines  ____:

Why Important:

1020 unit 9: argument and persuasion

READING 9 Analyze, make inferences 
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the author’s purpose in cultural, 
historical, and contemporary 
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about persuasive text. RC-8(E) 
Paraphrase texts in ways that 
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within a text and across texts.
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Vocabulary in Context
 vocabulary practice

Choose the letter of the term that is most closely related to the boldfaced word.

 1. sanctuary: (a) playground, (b) forest, (c) refuge
 2. nondescript: (a) plain, (b) ugly, (c) beautiful
 3.  secure: (a) free, (b) safe, (c) loose
 4. neglectful: (a) cruel, (b) bossy, (c) inattentive

academic vocabulary in speaking

Do you have a bias for a particular place?  Using at least one Academic 
Vocabulary word,  describe to your classmates a place you consider a “sanctuary.” 

vocabulary strategy: related words

One strategy that can help you figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar word is 
to look for a relationship between it and a word you already know.  For example, 
if you don’t know the meaning of the word nondescript,  you might recognize a 
similarity between that word and the word descriptive.  You can then guess that 
nondescript has something to do with how much there is to describe. 

PRACTICE Identify a word you know that relates to each numbered word.  Then 
guess at the definition for the numbered word.  Check your definition in a 
dictionary, and write a sentence using the word. 

 1. criminology  4. inconsolable
 2. humanitarian 5. disenchantment
 3. logistical 6. elongation

• accurate  • bias  • contrast  • convince  • logic

Go to thinkcentral.com.
KEYWORD: HML8-1021

Interactive
Vocabulary

sanctuary

nondescript

secure

neglectful
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Before Reading

Educating Sons
Speech by Chief Canasatego

The First Americans
Letter by the Grand Council Fire of American Indians

Not everyone agrees on what we should teach or on how it should 
be taught.  Often what is considered important to learn depends on 
where and when we’re living.  For example, the speech and letter 
that follow were written before Native American cultures received 
much respect from European Americans.  Native American leaders 
have had to argue that their culture, language, history, and way of 
life are useful knowledge.

SURVEY As a class, make a list of the most important and useful 
things you’ve learned in school.  Vote on the top four and post them 
in the four corners of your classroom.  Then go stand under the one 
that you consider most important.  Why did you choose what you 
did?  Present your reasons to the class. 

Who decides what’s

IMPORTANT?

1022 

READING 7 Analyze passages 
in well-known speeches for the 
author’s use of literary devices and 
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to the audience. 10C Make subtle 
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a text and across texts.
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Meet the Author

fpo

A Man of Influence 
Chief Canasatego of 
the Onondaga Tribe 
was an influential 
leader in the Iroquois 
Confederacy, a group 
of tribes in the upper 
New York State area.  
Benjamin Franklin 
used Canasatego’s 
ideas in his early plans 
for colonial union.

background to the

speech and letter

A “No Thank You” Speech 
In the 1700s, the British and the French 
were competing for land and resources in 
North America.  English colonists thought 
that by offering Iroquois boys the chance to 
attend the university in Virginia, they would 
convince the Iroquois to support their side.  
The Iroquois, however, didn’t want to send 
their sons to the school, for reasons made 
clear in Chief Canasatego’s 1744 speech.

The Grand Council Fire of American Indians 
In 1927, Mayor William Hale Thompson of 
Chicago raised a protest against school 
textbooks he believed presented history 
in a way that was prejudiced in favor 
of Great Britain.  The mayor wanted to 
revise textbooks to be what he called 
“100 percent American.”  The members 
of the Grand Council Fire of American 
Indians—led by its president Scott H. Peters, a 
Chippewa Indian—wanted to point out that 
the British were not the only group portrayed 
inaccurately in textbooks.  They wrote a letter 
asking the mayor to change texts to reflect 
the perspectives and accomplishments of 
Native Americans.  They wore full ceremonial 
dress and war paint when presenting the 
mayor with their letter.

 literary analysis: rhetorical devices

Persuasive writers and speakers often use rhetorical devices such 
as repetition and parallelism.  Repetition is the repeated use of 
the same word or phrase—usually for emphasis. Parallelism 
is the repetition of similar words, phrases, sentences, or 
grammatical structure.  It can show that ideas are related or 
equally important.  It can also help stress a phrase or idea.
 As you read the texts that follow, look for these devices and 
what they help emphasize.  Reading the speech aloud can help.  

  reading skill: identify comparisons 

and contrasts

Writers often make their points by comparing and contrasting 
subjects—that is, noting their similarities and differences.  For 
example, in the texts you’re about to read, the authors contrast 
what is taught with what they think should be taught.  To 
keep track of their points, summarize the arguments in each 
selection in a chart like the one begun for “Educating Sons.”

“Educating Sons”

What Is Taught What Should Be Taught

sciences

 vocabulary in context

The following words help the authors express their views.  To 
see how many you know, use them to complete the sentences.

word 
list

decline
esteem

oratory
sacred

savage
treacherous

 1. For the Lakota people, the Black Hills region is a _____ place 
with deep religious significance.

 2. Because of his famous speech “I will fight no more forever,”  
Chief Joseph is known for his brilliant _____. 

 3. To call someone a _____ is to say that he is uncivilized. 
 4. Because the United States broke so many treaties, most 

Native Americans viewed the government as _____.
 5. Many Cherokees chose to _____ offers to buy their land.
 6. In most Native cultures, grandparents are held in high 

_____ and treated with respect.

Complete the activities in your Reader/Writer Notebook.
Go to thinkcentral.com.  KEYWORD: HML8-1023
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We know you highly esteem the kind of learning taught in these 
colleges. And the maintenance of our young men, while with you, 
would be very expensive to you. We’re convinced, therefore, that you 
mean to do us good by your proposal, and we thank you heartily. But 
you who are so wise must know that different nations have different 
conceptions of things. And you will not, therefore, take it amiss1 if our 
ideas of this kind of education happens not to be the same with yours.

We have had some experience of it. Several of our young people were 
formerly brought up in the colleges of the northern province. They were 
instructed in all your sciences. But when they came back to us, they were 
bad runners, ignorant of every means of living in the woods, unable to 
bear either cold or hunger, knew neither how to build a cabin, take a 
deer, or kill an enemy, spoke our language imperfectly, and therefore 
were neither fit for hunters nor warriors nor councilors. They were 
totally good for nothing. a

We are, however, not the less obliged2 for your kind offer, though we 
decline accepting. To show our grateful sense of it, if the gentlemen of 
Virginia will send us a dozen of their sons, we would take great care in 
their education, instruct them in all we know, and make men of them.

10

Chief Canasatego

 1. take it amiss: be offended.
 2. obliged (E-blFjdP): grateful or indebted.

a

 
RHETORICAL 

DEVICES

Reread lines 10–15.  
What phrase is 
repeated in these lines?  
What word is repeated 
in line 14?

esteem (G-stCmP) v. to 
regard with respect

decline (dG-klFnP) v. to 
politely refuse

1024 unit 9: argument and persuasion

TX_L08PE-u09s04-EduSon.indd   1024TX_L08PE-u09s04-EduSon.indd   1024 2/15/09   12:35:11 PM2/15/09   12:35:11 PM




What three adjectives 
best describe the boy in 
this photograph?

 educating sons 1025
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to the mayor of chicago:—
You tell all white men “America First.” We believe in that. We are the 

only ones, truly, that are 100 percent. We therefore ask you while you are 
teaching school children about America First, teach them truth about the 
First Americans. 

We do not know if school histories are pro-British, but we do know that 
they are unjust to the life of our people—the American Indian. They call 
all white victories, battles, and all Indian victories, massacres. The battle 
with Custer1 has been taught to school children as a fearful massacre on 
our part. We ask that this, as well as other incidents, be told fairly. If the 
Custer battle was a massacre, what was Wounded Knee?2

History books teach that Indians were murderers—is it murder to 
fight in self-defense? Indians killed white men because white men took 
their lands, ruined their hunting grounds, burned their forests, destroyed 
their buffalo. White men penned our people on reservations, then took 
away the reservations. White men who rise to protect their property are 
called patriots—Indians who do the same are called murderers. b

White men call Indians treacherous—but no mention is made of 
broken treaties on the part of the white man. White men say that Indians 
were always fighting. It was only our lack of skill in white man’s warfare 
that led to our defeat. An Indian mother prayed that her boy be a great 
medicine man3 rather than a great warrior. It is true that we had our own 
small battles, but in the main we were peace-loving and home-loving. c

White men called Indians thieves—and yet we lived in frail skin lodges 
and needed no locks or iron bars. White men call Indians savages. What 
is civilization? Its marks are a noble religion and philosophy, original arts, 
stirring music, rich history and legend. We had these. Then we were not 
savages, but a civilized race.

We made blankets that were beautiful that the white man with all 
his machinery has never been able to duplicate. We made baskets that 

10
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The Grand Council Fire of American Indians

The First Americans

 1. Custer: George Armstrong Custer (1839–1876), a U.S. cavalry officer who fought Sioux 
and Cheyenne warriors at Little Bighorn; Custer was killed and his army was wiped out.

 2. Wounded Knee: a creek in South Dakota where U.S. troops massacred about 200 
Native Americans on December 29, 1890.

 3. medicine man: a Native-American holy man and healer.

december 1, 1927

1026 unit 9: argument and persuasion
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COMPARISONS AND 

CONTRASTS

Reread lines 6–23.  
According to the Grand 
Council Fire, what do 
textbooks teach about 
Native Americans?

treacherous (trDchPEr-Es) 
adj. not to be relied on; 
untrustworthy

savage (sBvPGj) n. a 
person regarded as 
primitive or uncivilized

b

 
RHETORICAL 

DEVICES

Word and phrase choices 
are important elements 
of rhetoric, or writing.  
Realizing this, the Grand 
Council Fire points out 
some of the words 
used in history books 
that reveal a bias for 
white men and against 
Native Americans.  For 
example, “They call all 
white victories, battles, 
and all Indian victories, 
massacres.”  Reread lines 
7–17 to find a second 
example.  Then pick 
one pair of words and 
explain the differences 
in each word’s 
connotations.

 TEKS 7
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were beautiful. We wove 
in beads and colored quills, 
designs that were not just 
decorative motifs, but were 
the outward expression of 
our very thoughts. We made 
pottery—pottery that was 
useful and beautiful as well. 
Why not make school children 
acquainted with the beautiful 
handicrafts in which we were skilled? 
Put in every school Indian blankets, 
baskets, pottery. 

We sang songs that carried in their melodies all the sounds of nature—
the running of waters, the sighing of winds, and the calls of the animals. 
Teach these to your children that they may come to love nature as we 
love it.

We had our statesmen—and their oratory has never been equalled. 
Teach the children some of these speeches of our people, remarkable for 
their brilliant oratory. 

We played games—games that brought good health and sound bodies. 
Why not put these in your schools? We told stories. Why not teach 
school children more of the wholesome proverbs and legends of our 
people? Tell them how we loved all that was beautiful. That we killed 
game only for food, not for fun. Indians think white men who kill for 
fun are murderers. d

Tell your children of the friendly acts of Indians to the white people 
who first settled here. Tell them of our leaders and heroes and their deeds. 
Tell them of Indians such as Black Partridge,4 Shabbona,5 and others who 
many times saved the people of Chicago at great danger to themselves. 
Put in your history books the Indian’s part in the World War.6 Tell how 
the Indian fought for a country of which he was not a citizen, for a flag to 
which he had no claim, and for a people that have treated him unjustly. e

The Indian has long been hurt by these unfair books. We ask only that 
our story be told in fairness. We do not ask you to overlook what we did, 
but we do ask you to understand it. A true program of America First will 
give a generous place to the culture and history of the American Indian.

We ask this, Chief, to keep sacred the memory of our people. �

40

50

60

 4. Black Partridge: a Potawatomi chief who befriended white settlers.
 5. Shabbona (shäPbI-nE): a member of the Ottawa people who befriended white settlers.
 6. World War: World War I (1914–1918), in which Great Britain, France, the United States, 

and their allies defeated Germany, Austria-Hungary, and their allies.

 the first americans 1027

oratory (ôrPE-tôrQC) n. the 
art of making speeches

sacred (sAPkrGd) adj. 
holy; worthy of religious 
veneration or respect

d

 
COMPARISONS AND 

CONTRASTS

Reread lines 39–54.  
What does the Grand 
Council Fire suggest 
schools should teach?

e

 
RHETORICAL 

DEVICES

Reread lines 54–63.  
Identify the phrase that 
the Grand Council Fire 
repeats.  What does 
this repetition help 
emphasize?
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After Reading

Comprehension
 1. Recall Why does Chief Canasatego not want to send Iroquois sons to be 

educated by the colonists?

 2. Recall According to the Grand Council Fire of American Indians, how do 
textbooks refer to “Indian victories”?

Critical Analysis
 3. Summarize Underlying Message Chief Canasatego’s speech has an unstated, 

or underlying, message.  Summarize this underlying message.

 4. Summarize Comparisons and Contrasts Review the chart you completed as 
you read “The First Americans.”  Summarize  the differences between what was 
being taught to children and what the Grand Council thought should be taught.

 5. Analyze Irony Irony occurs when what the speaker says is different from 
what he or she actually means.  Reread lines 16–19 of “Educating Sons.”  
What is the irony in these closing remarks?  Explain your answer.

 6. Analyze the Use of Rhetorical Devices Analyze lines 29–52 in “The First 
Americans” to identify all the instances of parallelism used by the Grand Council 
Fire.  Think about what the use of this rhetorical device helps to emphasize.  Also 
consider the emotions it stirs.  What impact might this rhetorical device have 
had upon those listening to this speech?

 7. Draw Conclusions About Values In
a Y-chart like the one shown, list three 
values that Chief Canasatego and the Grand 
Council each argue are important in their cultures.  
List the values that are common to both cultures in the 
stem of the Y.  What conclusion can you draw about how 
Native American values changed over time? 

Extension and Challenge
 8. Readers’ Circle With a group, decide what each author would say is the most 

important thing for young people to learn.  Support your views with lines 
from the texts.  Then discuss whether these things are still important today.

 9. SOCIAL STUDIES CONNECTION Research the Battle of Little Bighorn or 
 the Battle of Wounded Knee.  What does this information add to your 
understanding of the Grand Council’s argument?

Who decides what’s IMPORTANT?
In Native cultures, the ability to speak eloquently and persuasively is highly 
esteemed.  Having read the selections, would you add this skill to your list of 
“important and useful things you’ve learned in school”?  Why or why not?

Common Values

Chief Canasatego
1.

2.
3.

1.
2.

3.

Grand Council

George Custer, who 
led American forces 
at Little Bighorn

1028 unit 9: argument and persuasion
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in well-known speeches for the 
author’s use of literary devices and 
word and phrase choice to appeal 
to the audience. 10C Make subtle 
inferences and draw complex 
conclusions about the ideas in text 
and their organizational patterns. 
RC-8(E) Summarize texts in ways 
that maintain meaning and logical 
order within a text and across texts.
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Vocabulary in Context
 vocabulary practice

For each item, choose the word that differs most in meaning from the other 
words.  Refer to a dictionary if you need help.

 1. (a) esteem, (b) revere, (c) admire, (d) scorn 
 2. (a) decline, (b) accept, (c) invite, (d) welcome  
 3. (a) loyal, (b) treacherous, (c) traitorous, (d) unreliable
 4. (a) savage, (b) aristocrat, (c) scholar, (d) intellectual
 5. (a) speeches, (b) oratory, (c) proclamations, (d) chitchat
 6. (a) holy, (b) sacred, (c) sanctified, (d) profane 

academic vocabulary in speaking

In a discussion with your classmates, contrast two versions of the same event or 
interaction.  Use at least one Academic Vocabulary word in your explanation. 

vocabulary strategy: antonyms and context clues

You can often find context clues in the words and phrases that surround an 
unfamiliar word.  Antonyms, or words with opposite meanings, provide one kind 
of context clue.  For example, a passage in “The First Americans” reads: “White 
men call Indians savages. . . .  We had [religion, philosophy, arts, music, history, 
and legend].  Then we were not savages, but a civilized race.”  The words not and 
but signal that savages is an antonym for civilized race.

PRACTICE In each sentence, identify an antonym for each boldfaced word.  
Then define the boldfaced word.

 1. Although I am ignorant of many things, I am very knowledgeable about cats.   
 2. I should feel obliged to her for the invitation, but I’m actually feeling 

ungrateful. 
 3. He was certainly not a patriot; in fact, he was a traitor to his country. 
 4. Please stop eating unhealthy food; eat something wholesome for a change!
 5. My parents overlooked my untidy bedroom but punished me for lying.

• accurate  • bias  • contrast  • convince  • logic

decline

esteem

oratory

sacred

savage

treacherous

Go to thinkcentral.com.
KEYWORD: HML8-1029

Interactive
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READING 2B Use context (within a 
sentence and in larger sections of 
text) to determine the meaning of 
unfamiliar words.
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Before Reading

What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?
Speech by Frederick Douglass

KEYWORD: HML8-1030VIDEO TRAILER

What does

mean to you?
INDEPENDENCE

In the United States, we celebrate Independence Day on the 4th of 
July every year.  The holiday commemorates our independence from 
England and the birth of our nation.  But what does independence 
mean to you?

LIST IT With a group, discuss what being independent means to 
students your age.  Make a list of the things you can do or the ideas 
you can hold as an independent person.  For example, perhaps to 
you independence means being able to choose your own friends or 
listen to music your parents might not enjoy.  Maybe instead it means 
conquering a skill all on your own.  Then consider what independence 
means in the larger sense—what does it mean to be free?

1030

READING 7 Analyze passages 
in well-known speeches for the 
author’s use of literary devices 
and word and phrase choice (e.g., 
aphorisms, epigraphs) to appeal 
to the audience. 10B Distinguish 
factual claims from commonplace 
assertions and opinions and 
evaluate inferences from their 
logic in text.
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Meet the Author

Complete the activities in your Reader/Writer Notebook.

 literary analysis: speech

A speech is a talk or public address in which the speaker presents 
proposals, beliefs, or ideas.  In speeches, you will often encounter 
rhetorical questions—questions that do not require a reply.  
Speech writers use these to prompt listeners to think about an 
issue or to suggest that the answer is obvious.  As you read the 
following speech, notice how Frederick Douglass uses rhetorical 
questions and other rhetorical devices to stress his ideas.

 reading skill: evaluate evidence

To evaluate an argument, you need to understand the writer’s 
claim and the evidence that supports it.  Distinguishing 
between a factual claim and a commonplace assertion will help 
you determine whether the evidence is adequate.
• Factual claims are statements that can be proved by 

observation, an expert, or other reliable sources.  They should 
not be accepted without evidence to back them up.  
“Students who clean their own school are less likely to litter or 
vandalize school property.”

• Opinions are statements of personal belief, feeling, or 
thought, which do not require proof.  

 “It’s wrong to make students clean the school.”
• Commonplace assertions are statements that many people 

assume to be true but are not necessarily so.  Generalizations 
about life or human nature often fall into this category. 

 “One bad apple can spoil the bunch.”
As you read Douglass’s speech, note examples of factual 
claims, commonplace assertions, and opinions.  Then decide 
whether he provides enough solid evidence to be convincing.

Factual Claims Commonplace 
Assertions

Opinions

Slaves are men. 

 vocabulary in context

Write a sentence for each of the following words in your 
Reader/Writer Notebook.  Use a dictionary or the definitions in 
the following selection pages for help.

word 
list

disparity
entitled

prosperity
sham

grievous
fraud

Frederick Douglass
c. 1817–1895
From Slave to Abolitionist 
Frederick Douglass endured 21 years of 
slavery before he escaped to freedom in 
the North.  There, he became an outspoken 
abolitionist, or antislavery activist.  During 
speeches, he was often attacked by 
proslavery crowds who hurled insults and 
even rotten eggs at him, but Douglass carried 
on.  In the years leading up to the Civil War, 
his powerful speeches encouraged the nation 
to turn away from slavery.

Dangerous Attention 
The publication in 1845 of Douglass’s 
autobiography, Narrative of the Life of 
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, 
brought Douglass some dangerous attention.  
Because he revealed the name of his former 
owner in his book, Douglass risked being 
recaptured and returned to slavery.  To 
avoid this, he left the country.  When he 
returned, two friends raised the money to 
buy his freedom.  Douglass then launched 
an antislavery newspaper and later advised 
President Lincoln during the Civil War.  For 
Douglass, the end of the war was only a first 
step towards a greater goal.  To the end of his 
life, he continued working for full and equal 
rights for African Americans.

background to the speech

Douglass delivered this speech on July 5, 
1852, nine years before the beginning 
of the Civil War.  It was not until the 13th 
Amendment was ratified in 1865 that slavery 
was finally abolished.

Author 
Online
Go to thinkcentral.com.
KEYWORD: HML8-1031

Author 
Online
Go to thinkcentra
KEYWORD: HML8-1
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F R E D E R I C K  D O U G L A S S

a  EVALUATE EVIDENCE

Reread lines 20–24.  Is 
this a factual claim or an 
opinion?

disparity (dGPspBrPG-tC) n. 
the condition or fact of 
being unequal; difference
prosperity (prJ-spDrPG-tC) 
n. the condition of having 
success; flourishing

grievous (grCPvEs) adj. 
causing grief, pain, or 
anguish

 1. within the pale: within the limits of law or decency.
 2. stripes: the marks left on the body after a whipping.
 3. bondman: someone who is enslaved.
 4. creed: belief.

Fellow citizens—Pardon me, and allow me to ask, why am I called upon 
to speak here today? What have I, or those I represent, to do with your 
national independence? Are the great principles of political freedom and of 
natural justice, embodied in that Declaration of Independence, extended 
to us? And am I, therefore, called upon to bring our humble offering to the 
national altar, and to confess the benefits, and express devout gratitude for 
the blessings, resulting from your independence to us? . . .

. . . [S]uch is not the state of the case. I say it with a sad sense of the 
disparity between us. I am not included within the pale1 of this glorious 
anniversary! Your high independence only reveals the immeasurable distance 
between us. The blessings in which you this day rejoice, are not enjoyed 
in common. The rich inheritance of justice, liberty, prosperity, and 
independence, bequeathed by your fathers, is shared by you, not by me. 
The sunlight that brought life and healing to you, has brought stripes2 and 
death to me. This Fourth of July is yours, not mine. You may rejoice, I must 
mourn. . . .

Fellow citizens, above your national, tumultuous joy, I hear the mournful 
wail of millions, whose chains, heavy and grievous yesterday, are today 
rendered more intolerable by the jubilant shouts that reach them. . . . 

My subject, then, fellow citizens, is “American Slavery.” I shall see this 
day and its popular characteristics from the slave’s point of view. Standing 
there, identified with the American bondman,3 making his wrongs mine, I 
do not hesitate to declare, with all my soul, that the character and conduct 
of this nation never looked blacker to me than on this Fourth of July. . . . a

What point in the anti-slavery creed4 would you have me argue? On 
what branch of the subject do the people of this country need light? Must I 

10

20
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What’s happening 
in this image?  What 
might the family on 
the platform think 
of the Fourth of July 
celebration?

b

 
SPEECH

Speeches often use 
the rhetorical device 
repetition—the use of 
the same word, phrase, 
or sound over and over.  
Repetition can help 
a speaker emphasize 
certain ideas and even 
develop a momentum 
that seizes a crowd’s 
attention and emotions.  
Identify an example of 
repetition in lines 27–35.

 TEKS 7

undertake to prove that the slave is a man? That point is conceded already. 
Nobody doubts it. The slaveholders themselves acknowledge it in the 
enactment of laws for their government. They acknowledge it when they 
punish disobedience on the part of the slave. There are seventy-two crimes 
in the state of Virginia, which, if committed by a black man (no matter how 
ignorant he be), subject him to the punishment of death; while only two of 
these same crimes will subject a white man to the like punishment. What 
is this but the acknowledgement that the slave is a moral, intellectual, and 
responsible being[?] b

The manhood of the slave is conceded. It is admitted in the fact that 
Southern statute5 books are covered with enactments6 forbidding, under 
severe fines and penalties, the teaching of the slave to read or write. When 
you can point to any such laws, in reference to the beasts of the field, then 
I may consent to argue the manhood of the slave. When the dogs in your 
streets, when the fowls of the air, when the cattle on your hills, when the 
fish of the sea, and the reptiles that crawl, shall be unable to distinguish the 
slave from a brute, then will I argue with you that the slave is a man!

For the present, it is enough to affirm the equal manhood of the 
Negro race. Is it not astonishing that, while we are plowing, planting, and 
reaping, using all kinds of mechanical tools, erecting houses, constructing 
bridges, building ships, working in metals of brass, iron, copper, silver, and 
gold; that, while we are reading, writing, and ciphering,7 acting as clerks, 

30

40

 5. statute: law.
 6. enactments: authorized pieces of legislation; laws.
 7. ciphering: doing arithmetic; working with sums.

 what to the slave is the fourth of july? 1033
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c
 

EVALUATE EVIDENCE
A factual claim is a 
statement that can be 
proven.  An opinion is 
a declaration of belief, 
feeling, or value, which 
needs no proof.  When 
Douglass says, “It is 
enough to affirm the 
equal manhood of the 
Negro race” in lines 44–45, 
is he making a factual 
claim or expressing an 
opinion?

 TEKS 10B

d
 

EVALUATE EVIDENCE
A commonplace assertion 
is a statement that many 
people assume is true 
but is not necessarily so.  
When you come across 
such an assertion, ask 
yourself if it really is true 
for most people.  Find the 
commonplace assertion in 
lines 62–64.  Is it probably 
true for most people?

 TEKS 10B

entitled (Dn-tFtPld) v. given 
the right to have or do 
something

sham (shBm) n. something 
false or empty that is 
presented as genuine; a 
fake
fraud (frôd) n. a deception 
deliberately practiced to 
secure unfair or unlawful 
gain; a trick

merchants, and secretaries, having among us lawyers, doctors, ministers, 
poets, authors, editors, orators,8 and teachers; that, while we are engaged 
in all manner of enterprises common to other men—digging gold in 
California, capturing the whale in the Pacific, feeding sheep and cattle on 
the hillside, living, moving, acting, thinking, planning, living in families as 
husbands, wives, and children, and, above all, confessing and worshiping the 
Christian’s God, and looking hopefully for life and immortality beyond the 
grave—we are called upon to prove that we are men! c

Would you have me argue that man is entitled to liberty? That he is the 
rightful owner of his own body? You have already declared it. Must I argue 
the wrongfulness of slavery? Is that a question for republicans?9 Is it to be 
settled by the rules of logic and argumentation, as a matter beset with great 
difficulty, involving a doubtful application of the principle of justice, hard 
to be understood? . . . To do so, would be to make myself ridiculous, and 
to offer an insult to your understanding. There is not a man beneath the 
canopy of heaven that does not know that slavery is wrong for him. d

What! Am I to argue that it is wrong to make men brutes, to rob them 
of their liberty, to work them without wages, to keep them ignorant of their 
relations to their fellow men, to beat them with sticks, to flay their flesh 
with the lash,10 to load their limbs with irons,11 to hunt them with dogs, 
to sell them at auction, to sunder their families, to knock out their teeth, 
to burn their flesh, to starve them into obedience and submission to their 
masters? Must I argue that a system, thus marked with blood and stained 
with pollution, is wrong? No; I will not. I have better employment for my 
time and strength than such arguments would imply. . . .

At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is 
needed. . . .

What to the American slave is your Fourth of July? I answer, a day that 
reveals to him, more than all other days in the year, the gross injustice and 
cruelty to which he is the constant victim. To him, your celebration is a 
sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license;12 your national greatness, 
swelling vanity; your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your 
denunciations of tyrants, brass-fronted impudence; your shouts of liberty 
and equality, hollow mockery; your prayers and hymns, your sermons and 
Thanksgivings, with all your religious parade and solemnity, are to him mere 
bombast,13 fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy—a thin veil to cover up 
crimes which would disgrace a nation of savages. There is not a nation on 
the earth guilty of practices more shocking and bloody, than are the people 
of these United States, at this very hour. . . .  

 8. orators: speakers.

 9. republicans: people who believe in social equality and oppose aristocracy and privilege.

 10. flay . . . lash: to strip skin off with a whip.

 11. irons: metal shackles.

 12. license: lack of restraint; excessive freedom.

 13. bombast: high-sounding words.

50
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After Reading

Comprehension
 1. Recall What is Douglass’s subject? 

2. Recall The celebration of what holiday spurred Douglass to speak?

3. Clarify From whose point of view does Douglass speak?

Literary Analysis
 4. Draw Conclusions Reread lines 1–25. What is one reason that Douglass 

provides to explain why he will not celebrate the Fourth of July? 

5. Analyze a Speech Identify two or three rhetorical questions in the speech. 
Explain the points Douglass is trying to make with these questions. 

 6. Evaluate an Inference Once Douglass proves that “the slave is a man,” he 
is able to reason that slaves should be entitled to liberty.  Trace the logic 
Douglass uses to arrive at this inference. Then tell whether you think his 
inference is accurate and explain why or why not.

7. Evaluate Evidence Review Douglass’s concluding remarks in lines 74–85.  
In your opinion, does Douglass use sound reasoning and enough reliable 
support to prove that, to the slave, the Fourth of July is really a cruel sham?  
Share your conclusions and your reasons for them.

Extension and Challenge
 8. Speaking and Listening Practice giving this speech aloud to a peer.  What 

rhetorical devices might you emphasize with your tone or pacing?  What 
gestures might you use?  What facial expressions and tone of voice?

 9. SOCIAL STUDIES CONNECTION Find out more about Frederick 
 Douglass’s life as a slave and how it inspired him as a speaker.  
Research his autobiographical writing and summarize what you learn for 
the class.

What does INDEPENDENCE mean to you?
How different might Frederick Douglass’s answer to this question 
have been from your answer?  Explain your thoughts.

what to the slave is the fourth of july? 1035
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Vocabulary in Context
 vocabulary practice

Decide whether the words in each pair are synonyms (words that 
mean the same) or antonyms (words that mean the opposite).

 1. disparity / equality
 2. prosperity / poverty
 3. grievous / terrible
 4. entitled / denied
 5. sham / genuine
 6. fraud / deception

academic vocabulary in writing

Do you think Douglass’s listeners would have trusted Douglass to provide 
a fair and accurate account of the lives of slaves and the laws that govern 
them?  In a paragraph, use at least one Academic Vocabulary word in 
explaining your thoughts about how they might have regarded Douglass.

vocabulary strategy: using the dictionary

Frederick Douglass chose his words carefully to convey exactly the message 
he intended.  To be certain you understand his message, it is important to 
understand his words.  You can use a dictionary to determine the meanings 
of words, as well as their syllabication, pronunciations, alternate word choices, 
and parts of speech.  For example, Douglass calls the celebration of the 
Fourth of July “mere bombast.”  Examine this entry:

bom•bast (bJmPbBstP) n. 
Grandiloquent, pompous speech or writing.
syn POMPOSITY, PRETENTIOUSNESS,
BLUSTER, AFFECTATION

PRACTICE Use a dictionary to answer these questions about the 
boldfaced words.

 1. How many syllables are in the word prosperity?
 2. What part of speech is the word fraud?
 3. What is the definition of the word sham?
 4. What is a synonym for the word entitled?
 5. How many syllables are in the word grievous?

• accurate  • bias  • contrast  • convince  • logic

Alternate
word choices5

Definition4

Pronunciation2

Syllabication1

Part of speech3

4

5

21 3
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fraud

grievous
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Conventions in Writing
 grammar in context: Use Parallel Structure
Parallelism is the use of similar grammatical structures to link related ideas.  
Parts of a sentence that have parallel meanings should have parallel structure.  
For example, if you’re listing various activities, use the same sentence part to 
describe each activity—nouns with nouns, verbs with verbs, or phrases with 
phrases.  A typical error occurs when and is used to join different sentence parts. 

 Original:  Volunteering is fun, easy, and rewards you.  (The construction 
is not parallel because two adjectives are joined to a verb.)

 Revised:  Volunteering is fun, easy, and rewarding.  (The construction 
is now parallel because three adjectives are joined.)

PRACTICE Rewrite each of these sentences to make its structure parallel.

 1.  Volunteers are kind and sympathize with people. 
 2.  Donating clothing, volunteering at a food bank, and work at a homeless 

shelter are all ways you can help others.
 3.  Food banks are important for people who are unemployed, disabled, 

or don’t have a home. 
 4.  Don’t spend all your time playing video games, watching movies, 

and at the mall. 

For more help with parallelism, see page R64 in the Grammar Handbook.

reading-writing connection

To better understand how to use the rhetorical devices that Douglass 
uses so masterfully in his speech, respond to this prompt.  Then use 
the revising tip to improve your writing.

writing prompt revising tip

Short Response: Persuade Your Classmates
Think of a practice that you believe is wrong 
or unfair.  Write one paragraph to help your 
classmates recognize how wrong or unjust it is.  
Use rhetorical questions in your response.

Review your paragraph to 
make sure you have used 
parallel structure when 
listing or linking related 
ideas.

YOUR

TURN

Go to thinkcentral.com.
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Writing
Workshop

Go to thinkcentral.com.
KEYWORD: HML8-1038

Writing
Online

Complete the workshop activities in your Reader/Writer Notebook.

writing prompt
Write a persuasive essay in which you present an opinion about 
an issue and use reasons and evidence to persuade your audience 
to agree with you.

Idea Starters
• school dress codes
• an extended school year
• leash laws for dogs
• making volunteer work mandatory
• limits on Internet access

the essentials
Here are some common purposes, audiences, and formats for 
persuasive writing.

1. focus and coherence
• has a thesis statement that 

clearly states a position on an 
issue

• has a strong introduction and 
conclusion that add meaning to 
the essay

2. organization
• has a clear and logical 

organization
• uses transitions to link ideas

3. development of ideas
• presents at least three strong 

reasons to support a position
• uses convincing evidence
• addresses objections with 

counterarguments

4. voice
• expresses the writer’s 

commitment to the issue
• engages the audience with 

effective persuasive language

5. conventions
• uses complete sentences
• employs correct grammar, 

spelling, and mechanics

purposes audiences genres/formats

• to persuade 
others to 
accept your 
position on an 
issue

• to encourage 
others to take 
action

• classmates and 
teacher

• school board
• newspaper 

readers
• Web users
• school or 

community 
groups

• essay for class
• editorial
• blog posting
• letter
• speech
• power 

presentation

Persuasive Essay
As you have seen in this unit, a skillfully worded argument can persuade readers 
to agree with you or to do as you ask.  In this workshop, you will take a stand on an 
issue that matters to you by writing a persuasive essay. 

1038 unit 9: argument and persuasion
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Planning/Prewriting

Getting Started

choose an issue
An issue is a subject about which people disagree.  
For your persuasive essay, try to identify an issue 
that is controversial and important to many 
people.  Brainstorm ideas with a partner or a 
small group. 

ask yourself:
• What are some issues about which I have strong 

feelings?
• Which issues matter most to people in my school 

or community?
• What actions do I want people to take?

think about audience and purpose
As you plan your essay, keep your audience and 
purpose in mind.  Considering your audience’s 
feelings about the issue will help you craft a 
persuasive argument.  Remember, your purpose 
is to convince readers to agree with you and, 
perhaps, inspire them to take action.

ask yourself:
• Who is my audience?
• What does my audience care about?  How can I 

get them to agree with me?
• What objections might my audience have to my 

position?  How can I answer their objections?

write a thesis statement
Decide where you stand on the issue you have 
chosen, and state your opinion in a thesis 
statement.  A good thesis is focused and 
consistent; it identifies the issue and makes your 
position clear.

what does it look like?

Issue: whether the 

school should require 

student volunteer work

My position: The school 

should require it.

Thesis statement: The school should require 

eighth-graders to spend 15 hours during the 

school year volunteering with the elderly.

support your position
To be convincing, you’ll need to support your 
position with strong reasons, or statements that 
explain or justify your position.  Develop at least 
three logical reasons to support your opinion.  In 
addition, anticipate your audience’s objections 
and come up with a strong counterargument to 
answer them.  A counterargument is an argument 
that refutes an opposing viewpoint.

what does it look like?

Reason 1 Reason 2 Reason 3

Volunteering 

with the 

elderly will 

be a learning 

experience..

It is a good 

way to help 

others.

It will improve 

students’ 

people skills.

Objection: Students don’t have time to volunteer.

Counterargument: Fifteen hours isn’t much time 

when it’s spread out over the whole school year.

writing workshop 1039

WRITING 14A Plan a first draft. 18A–C  Write a persuasive essay 
to the appropriate audience that establishes a clear thesis, 
anticipates and answers reader concerns and counterarguments, 
and includes evidence that is logically organized.
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Planning/Prewriting continued

Getting Started

gather evidence
A logical argument needs to be supported by 
evidence as well as reasons.  Write down at least 
one piece of evidence for each reason you listed.  
Kinds of evidence include the following:
• Anecdote—a brief personal story that 

illustrates a point
• Example—a specific case that clarifies a 

general idea
• Fact—a statement that can be proven true
• Statistic—a fact in numerical form
Your notes can help you organize your essay.  
Review your evidence and decide which reason 
has the most convincing support.  You might 
save that reason for the end of your essay, where 
it will have the most impact on your audience.

what does it look like?

Reasons Evidence

Volunteering with 

the elderly will 

be a learning 

experience.

I have learned about getting 

through hard times by talking 

to people at a nursing home. 

(anecdote)

It is a good way 

to help others.

Students can do yard work 

that some elders can’t do for 

themselves. (example)

It will improve 

students’ people 

skills.

In a Time poll, 60 percent of 

nursing students said they 

gained confidence by talking 

to elders and their families. 

(statistic)

use persuasive techniques
You should strengthen your essay by using 
persuasive techniques—methods writers use 
to influence people through their feelings and 
beliefs.  One technique is an emotional appeal, 
which relies on strong feelings rather than logic 
or facts to persuade.  Another technique is a 
bandwagon appeal—when the writer taps into 
people’s desire to belong.

ask yourself:
• What emotions might encourage readers to accept 

my position?
• What positive or negative language could I use to stir 

up these emotions?
• What statements might make people want to join 

others in acting on my proposal?

  Share your thesis statement with a peer and ask him or her to review the evidence you’ve 
gathered to support your opinion.  Then ask: Which evidence is most convincing?  What 
other kinds of evidence could I use persuade my readers?

In your Reader/Writer Notebook, develop your writing plan.  Write a thesis 
statement.  Then list three reasons that support your opinion in a chart 
like the one on page 1039.  Gather supporting evidence, and determine 
the most effective order in which to present your reasons.  Consider how 
you can use persuasive techniques to strengthen your essay.

YOUR

TURN

1040 unit 9: argument and persuasion
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Writing Workshop

Drafting
This chart shows how to effectively structure your persuasive essay.

Organizing a Persuasive Essay

introduction
•  Capture your audience’s attention in your opening sentences.  For example, you might share 

a startling fact, tell an interesting anecdote, or ask a thought-provoking question.
•  Include a thesis statement that identifies the issue and your position on it.

body
•  Provide several reasons to support your thesis statement.  Consider arranging your reasons in 

order of importance, from least to most important or vice versa.
•  Answer any reader objections or concerns with strong counterarguments.
•  Use at least one persuasive technique to make your essay more convincing.
•  Use transitions (such as first, another, and most important) to show how ideas are related.

conclusion
•  Restate your position, and remind your audience why their support matters.
•  End with a call to action, a statement urging your audience to act on your proposal.

grammar in context: correcting run-on sentences

As you argue for your position, you may get carried away and write a run-on sentence—two 
or more sentences written as if they were one sentence.  Study this run-on sentence and two 
possible strategies for fixing it:

Volunteering is a learning experience, students learn how to relate to older people.

Strategy Example

Write two sentences 
instead of one.

Volunteering is a learning experience. Students learn how to 

relate to older people.

Add a conjunction. Volunteering is a learning experience, because students learn 

how to relate to older people.

Develop a first draft of your essay, following the organization in the 
chart above.  As you write, avoid run-on sentences by using one of the 
strategies shown above.

YOUR

TURN

writing workshop 1041

WRITING 14B Develop drafts by choosing an appropriate 
organizational strategy and building on ideas to create a focused, 
organized, and coherent piece of writing. ORAL AND WRITTEN 

CONVENTIONS 19C  Use a variety of complete sentences.
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Revising
Once you’ve completed your draft, it’s time to evaluate the content, organization, 
and style of what you’ve written.  Your goal is to determine if you have reached 
your audience and achieved the purpose of your persuasive essay.  The questions, 
tips, and strategies in this chart can help you revise your draft.

 Working with a peer, review your drafts.  Answer each 
question from the chart to locate where and how your drafts could be 
improved.  Ask for suggestions to help you better persuade your intended 
audience.

YOUR

TURN

persuasive essay
Ask Yourself Tips Revision Strategies

1. Does the introduction contain 
a clear thesis statement?

Circle the sentence that 
states the issue and the 
writer’s position.

Add a thesis statement, or revise the 
statement for clarity.

2. Has the writer provided 
reasons and evidence to 
support his or her position?

Put a star next to each 
reason, and highlight the 
evidence that supports it.

Add reasons, or add statistics, anecdotes, 
and other evidence if needed.

3. Does each body paragraph 
discuss one reason?  Are the 
reasons presented in order of 
importance?

Underline each reason. 
Number the reasons in 
order of importance.

Rearrange sentences so that each 
paragraph discusses one reason.  
Reorder paragraphs from most to least 
important, or vice versa.

4. Have readers’ concerns or 
objections been addressed?

List important objections 
that have not been 
addressed.

Add counterarguments to answer 
possible objections.

5. Does the essay present a 
consistent point of view?

Draw a box around any 
sentence that does not 
support the thesis.

Delete sentences that do not support 
the writer’s position or anticipate 
readers’ objections.

6. Does the conclusion restate 
the writer’s position?  Is there 
a call to action?

Underline the restatement, 
and bracket the call to 
action.

Add a sentence that restates the writer’s 
position.  Add a call to action.

1042 unit 9: argument and persuasion
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Writing Workshop

analyze a student draft

Use this student’s draft and the comments about it as a model 
for revising your own persuasive essay.

Letter to the School Board
by Teresa Lacey, Franklin Middle School

Many young people are eager to help out in their community, but they 
don’t know how. A new proposal by a member of the school board would 
give every student an opportunity to serve. I am in favor of the proposed 
requirement that eighth-graders spend fifteen hours during the school year 
volunteering to help the elderly.

One reason this would be a good idea is that it would be a learning 
experience. Students could learn how to work with and relate to older 
people.

Another reason I think this rule would be magnificent is that it is a 
good way to help others. Eighth-graders can help people who cannot do 
things themselves. Students could do yard work or housework, run errands, 
or just spend time with the elderly so they would not be alone.

 Use Evidence and Persuasive Techniques Teresa’s second paragraph 
would be more convincing if she supported her reasoning with evidence and used a 
persuasive technique.  When she revised her draft, she added an anecdote—a brief 
personal story—as evidence for her first reason.  In describing her experience at a 
nursing home, she used an emotional appeal to stir readers’ emotions.  Her revised 
paragraph, shown below, gives logical support for her thesis and includes positive 
language that encourages her audience to feel good about accepting her position.

teresa’s revision to paragraph 2

      One reason this would be a good idea is that it would be a learning 
experience. Students could learn how to work with and relate to older people.
My mother works at a nursing home, so I have had the opportunity to help her in the 

summer. I have learned to help with the residents there by playing games or walking 

with them, or by reading aloud to them. But it’s not just a one-way street! The people 

there have taught me lessons about getting through tough times and about friendship. 

I love hearing the stories they tell about their lives.

1

2

3

 Her second reason is 
supported by specific 
examples.

 Teresa presents her first 
reason.  Adding evidence 
and an emotional appeal 
would help convince 
readers to agree with her.

 Teresa’s thesis statement 
clearly states the issue 
and her position on it.

writing workshop 1043

WRITING 14C Revise drafts after 
rethinking how well questions of 
purpose, audience, and genre have 
been addressed.
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analyze a student draft continued

 Finally, I think just spending at least fifteen hours a school year with the 
elderly would improve students’ people skills. Students would learn to talk 
and relate to others. They would learn how to be less shy, too. In a recent 
Time magazine poll, 60 percent of people said they gained confidence by 
talking to elders who were studying to become nurses.
 For all these reasons, I believe the proposed requirement for 
volunteering would make a good rule. I hope that you will consider my 
reasons and vote to accept the proposed requirement.

 Address Readers’ Objections A good persuasive essay should 
anticipate objections the audience might raise.  During a peer review of Teresa’s 
draft, one of her classmates made this comment: “I already have so much to do.  
How could I possibly add volunteering to my busy schedule?”  Teresa decided to add 
a counterargument to her essay to address this objection.  To do this, she added a 
new paragraph immediately before her conclusion.

teresa’s revision before paragraph 5

 For all these reasons, I believe the proposed requirement for volunteering 
would make a good rule. I hope that you will consider my reasons and vote to 
accept the proposed requirement.

Use the two “Learn How” lessons, as well as feedback from your teacher 
and peers, to revise your essay.  Be sure to keep your overall purpose and 
intended audience in mind as you revise. 

4

5

YOUR

TURN

 A statistic backs up 
Teresa’s last reason.

 Teresa ends with a 
strong, direct call to 
action.  However, she 
never addresses readers’ 
possible objections.

      Some students might argue that they already have too much work to do. It’s true 

that we have many obligations, but the proposal is for just fifteen hours per school 

year. Spread out over nine months, it works out to less than two hours a month. The 

benefits to both students and community residents would be worth a little rescheduling.

1044 unit 9: argument and persuasion
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Writing Workshop

Editing and Publishing
Now it is time to clean up any small errors that may distract your 
audience from the content of your essay.  When you edit, you 
proofread your essay to make sure that it is free of grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation errors.

grammar in context: placing modifiers
Modifiers are words, such as adjectives and adverbs, that change or limit the 
meanings of other words.  Modifying words, phrases, and clauses should be 
placed as close as possible to the words they modify.  While editing her essay, 
Teresa corrected a misplaced modifier in the following sentence by moving it 
next to the noun it modifies:

In a recent Time magazine poll, 60 percent of people said they gained 

confidence by talking to elders who were studying to become nurses.

[Who were studying to become nurses is a clause that modifies people.  Moving it 
directly after people clarifies the meaning of the sentence.]

A dangling modifier does not logically modify any word in a sentence.  In the 
following sentence from Teresa’s essay, it’s not clear what the phrase Spread 
out over nine months modifies.  Here is how Teresa fixed the problem:

Spread out over nine months, it works out to less than two hours a month.

publish your writing

Share your persuasive essay with an audience. 
• E-mail your essay to a group or organization with an interest in your issue or 

with the power to make the change you want.
• Adapt your essay into a persuasive speech that you deliver to your audience.
• Submit your essay as an editorial to a school or community newspaper.

Edit your essay to correct any errors.  Pay special attention to your 
modifiers to make sure they are placed correctly.  Then publish your final 
essay where your audience is likely to see it.

YOUR

TURN

the time commitment

 writing workshop 1045

WRITING 14D–E Edit drafts for grammar, mechanics, and spelling; 
revise final draft in response to feedback; publish written work. 
ORAL AND WRITTEN CONVENTIONS 19C  Use a variety of complete 
sentences that include properly placed modifiers.
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Scoring Rubric
Use the rubric below to evaluate your persuasive essay from the Writing Workshop 
or your response to the on-demand prompt on the next page.

persuasive essay

score texas key traits

4 • Focus and Coherence Has a clearly stated thesis statement that tells the issue and the 
writer’s position; includes a strong and meaningful introduction and conclusion

• Organization Shows effective organization throughout, with a logical flow of ideas; 
uses transitions to guide readers smoothly through the argument

• Development of Ideas Supports a position thoroughly, using at least three solid 
reasons, convincing evidence, and counterarguments that address readers’ objections

• Voice Uses effective persuasive language; expresses the writer’s strong commitment 
to the issue

• Conventions Shows a strong command of grammar, mechanics, and spelling

3 • Focus and Coherence Has an adequate thesis statement; includes an introduction and 
a conclusion that add some meaning to the essay

• Organization Organizes ideas effectively, with minor lapses in the flow of ideas; uses 
some transitions to guide readers through the argument

• Development of Ideas Supports a position with three solid reasons but could use more 
convincing evidence; includes counterarguments, but they need more explanation

• Voice Uses persuasive language; expresses some commitment to the issue
• Conventions Includes minor errors in grammar, mechanics, and spelling

2 • Focus and Coherence Has an unclear thesis statement; includes an introduction and a 
conclusion, but they are weak

• Organization Shows some organization but with noticeable gaps in the logical flow of 
ideas; needs more transitions

• Development of Ideas Supports ideas with uneven reasoning and evidence; mentions 
potential objections but does not refute them with counterarguments

• Voice Uses mildly persuasive language; conveys minimal commitment to the issue
• Conventions Shows a limited control of grammar, mechanics, and spelling

1 • Focus and Coherence Does not include a thesis statement; lacks an introduction 
and/or a conclusion

• Organization Presents ideas in a random, disorganized way; lacks transitions
• Development of Ideas Presents few or no reasons and inadequate evidence to support 

a position; does not mention objections or include counterarguments
• Voice Uses language that is dull or inappropriate and that does not persuade the 

audience; has an uninterested attitude toward the issue
• Conventions Exhibits major problems with grammar, mechanics, and spelling, making 

the writing difficult to understand

1046 unit 9: argument and persuasion
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Writing Workshop

Read the prompt carefully.  Underline the type of writing and the purpose.  Circle the audience.
prompt
Students have many choices when deciding how to spend their time after school in 
extracurricular activities. Write a persuasive essay in which you convince a friend to join the 
activity that you enjoy most. Persuade your friend with strong reasons and persuasive appeals. 

1. analyze the prompt 5 min 

2. plan your response 10 min 
Make a list of your extracurricular activities, such 
as exercising, playing a sport, volunteering, taking 
lessons, or tutoring.  Circle the one you think 
would appeal to your friend.  Then ask yourself 
why you enjoy the activity, and decide on two or 
three reasons to support the position that your 
friend should join you in this activity.  Use a chart 
to list your reasons and evidence for them.

Join this activity: _________________

Reasons Evidence

4. improve your response 5–10 min 

Revising Check your draft.  Have you addressed the key aspects of the prompt?  
Did you include persuasive reasons for your friend to join you?  Have you 
supported your ideas with specific examples or anecdotes?
Proofreading Find and correct any errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, and 
capitalization.  Mark your corrections neatly.
Checking Your Final Copy Before you turn in your essay, read it through one more 
time to make sure that you have done your best work.

3. respond to the prompt 20 min 
Begin drafting your essay.  You may want to start by describing the extracurricular 
activity and inviting your friend to join.  As you draft, keep the following points 
in mind:
• In your introduction, state your position in a clear thesis statement.
• Discuss one reason in each body paragraph.  Support each reason with evidence.
• Address objections with a strong counterargument.
• End with a call to action.

Purpose

Preparing for Timed Writing

Audience

Type of writing

 writing workshop 1047
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Listening &
Speaking 

Workshop

Presenting a Persuasive Speech
Have you ever tried to convince a friend to help you out, or to persuade your parents 
to let you stay up later and play another video game?  When you try to convince 
others with spoken language, you are giving a persuasive speech.

Complete the workshop activities in your Reader/Writer Notebook.

Adapt Your Essay
Writing to persuade and speaking to persuade are similar skills.  However, to give 
an effective speech, you will need to do much more than read your persuasive 
essay directly from the page.  You will need to deliver your most important points 
in a solid presentation that will grab the audience’s attention.  As you adapt your 
essay, follow these suggestions:

• Audience If your listening audience is different from your essay’s audience, you 
will need to reconsider the content of your message to make sure that it relates 
to the listeners’ backgrounds and interests.  Consider what reasons, examples, 
anecdotes, and facts would appeal to your listening audience.

• Organization You’ll want to begin your speech by clearly stating your position 
on an issue.  Then you’ll need to provide strong reasons and evidence to support 
your position.  Review your essay and identify the most important points you 
want to include.  Write brief sentences and phrases about those points on note 
cards or in an outline.  Once you have your points listed, number them in the 
order you want to present them in your speech. 

• Potential Objections Think about any concerns your audience is likely to bring 
up.  Make sure to include counterarguments to refute their objections.

• Style Rhetorical devices are techniques writers use to enhance their arguments 
and communicate more effectively.  They include analogies, parallelism, 
repetition, and anecdotes.  Evaluate the rhetorical devices you might use in 
your speech.  Will repetition help drive your message home?

prompt
Adapt your persuasive essay into a 
persuasive speech.  Practice your speech, 
and then present it to your class.

a strong persuasive speech . . . 
• focuses on a position stated in a clear thesis
•  has a clear message and purpose, and provides 

convincing support
• uses effective rhetorical devices
• uses verbal and nonverbal cues to reinforce the 

speaker’s position

Go to thinkcentral.com.
KEYWORD: HML8-1048

Listening & 
Speaking Online

1048 unit 9: argument and persuasion

LISTENING AND SPEAKING 

26A Listen to and interpret a 
speaker’s purpose by explaining 
the content, evaluating the 
delivery, and asking questions 
or making comments about 
the evidence that supports 
a speaker’s claims. 26C  
Distinguish between facts 
and opinions and determine 
the effectiveness of rhetorical 
devices. 27  Advocate a position 
using anecdotes, analogies, 
and/or illustrations, and use eye 
contact, speaking rate, volume, 
enunciation, a variety of natural 
gestures, and conventions of 
language to communicate ideas 
effectively.

speak with a purpose texas key traits

p

a a st

te

a
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Deliver Your Speech
Since the purpose of your speech is to persuade others, your delivery, or the way 
you give the speech, is critical.  To ensure that your speech runs smoothly, practice 
giving it more than once.  Keep the following suggestions in mind as you practice:

• If possible, practice in front of an audience so that you can get used to speaking 
in front of a group.

• Practice using your note cards or your outline just as you will use it on the day 
of your speech.

• Use a timer or watch to ensure that you stay within the time limit you have 
been given.

• Plan your gestures and facial expressions to match the content of your speech.  
Practice using eye contact and adjusting your speaking rate, volume, and 
enunciation to effectively communicate your ideas.

• Review the evaluation guidelines below.  Knowing how your audience will 
evaluate your presentation will help you prepare.

As a Speaker Deliver your speech to a classmate, using 
the tips in this workshop to present your ideas clearly and 
persuasively.

As a Listener Evaluate your classmate’s content, style, and 
delivery.  Listen carefully to make sure you can distinguish 
between facts and opinions and identify rhetorical devices and 
other effective elements of the speech.

YOUR

TURN

d 

s and 

guidelines for evaluating a speech

Content Does the speaker clearly state a position 
on an issue?  Which reasons are convincing 
and which are not?  What evidence does the 
speaker use to support his or her reasons?  
Does the speaker have unsupported 
reasons?  What are they?

Style Which rhetorical devices does the speaker 
use?  Are they effective?  Is the style of the 
presentation well suited for the audience 
and purpose?

Delivery Does the speaker speak clearly and at a 
good pace?  How often does he or she make 
eye contact?  Do the speaker’s gestures and 
facial expressions match his or her message?

  1049
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Texas Assessment Practice

assess

Taking this practice test 
will help you assess your 
knowledge of these skills 
and determine your 
readiness for the Unit Test.
review

After you take the practice 
test, your teacher can help 
you identify any standards 
you need to review.

DIRECTIONS Read this selection and answer the questions that follow.

Nuclear Energy: Does It Make 
Sense for the Environment?
After decades of wariness, interest in nuclear power is picking up. 
Do the benefits outweigh the risks?

YES
Nuclear power is the largest source of emission-free energy generation in 

the United States. One of every five American homes and businesses gets its 
electricity from a nuclear plant.

Meeting tighter limits on air pollution is an ambitious task—one that 
would be virtually impossible without the clean-air benefits of nuclear 
power. The Department of Energy recognizes nuclear energy’s essential role, 
identifying it as the single most effective strategy for reducing air pollution.

Nuclear power is the only expandable, large-scale energy source that avoids 
air pollution and can meet the electricity demands of our growing economy. 
Nuclear plants do not emit carbon dioxide or other greenhouse gases linked to 
global warming, nor do they emit pollutants that contribute to haze or smog. 

Here’s another way to look at nuclear energy’s positive impact: Based on 
1999 figures, if nuclear plants had to be replaced with oil- or coal-burning 
plants, the United States would have to eliminate 135 million passenger cars 
(about half of all cars!) just to keep our carbon dioxide emissions at current 
levels.

With regard to security, the nation’s 103 nuclear power plants are among 
the best-defended industrial facilities in the United States. And today’s nuclear 
plants have state-of-the-art safety features to prevent accidents.

Several notable environmentalists have recently endorsed nuclear energy. 
They believe global warming is increasingly our most pressing environmental 
concern, and recognize nuclear energy is a key part of the solution.

—Scott Peterson, Vice President
Nuclear Energy Institute

1

2

3

4

5

6

Take it at thinkcentral.com.
KEYWORD: HML8-1050

Practice
Test

1050 unit 9: argument and persuasion

READING 2A Determine the 
meaning of grade-level academic 
English words derived from 
Latin, Greek, or other linguistic 
roots. 9 Make inferences and 
draw conclusions about the 
author’s purpose in cultural, 
historical, and contemporary 
contexts. 10B Distinguish factual 
claims from commonplace 
assertions and opinions. 
11 Make inferences and draw 
conclusions about persuasive 
text. 11A Compare and contrast 
persuasive texts that reached 
different conclusions about the 
same issue. ORAL AND WRITTEN 

CONVENTIONS 19C Use a variety 
of complete sentences that 
include parallel structures.
For more practice, see 
Texas Assessment Practice 
Workbook.
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NO
Nuclear energy is not the answer to global warming. It makes no sense 

to solve one set of environmental problems by creating a bigger and more 
serious set of problems. And nuclear energy is full of very big and very serious 
problems.

Although new nuclear power plants would certainly be safer than older 
plants, the consequences of a major accident are still the same: widespread and 
long-lasting radiation pollution affecting several generations. An explosion at 
the Chernobyl nuclear reactor in the Soviet Union in 1986 killed 31 people 
and caused hundreds of thousands of cases of delayed illnesses.

In addition, nuclear power plants make attractive targets for terrorists. A 
disaster caused by sabotage or attack would cause great harm to people and 
the environment. Another problem for the environment is the spent fuel from 
nuclear power plants, which remains toxic for thousands of years. The United 
States still has no operational long-term repository to store the spent fuel safely.

The process of turning uranium into fuel for nuclear reactors can be easily 
modified to produce uranium for nuclear bombs. Pakistan’s and India’s nuclear 
bombs were made this way. The potential use of these weapons—possibly by 
terrorists—would be catastrophic to our environment.

Instead of investing in nuclear power, which just trades one set of problems 
for another, let’s invest in renewable energy sources like wind and solar energy. 
They may cost a little more now, but they don’t cause any harm—and they 
don’t run out.

—Kelly Kissock, Associate Professor of Engineering
University of Dayton, Ohio

7

8

9

10

11
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Reading Comprehension
Use “Nuclear Energy: Does It Make Sense 
for the Environment?” to answer questions 
1–13.

 1 The author wrote the “Yes” response most 
likely to — 

A warn people about global warming

B report on oil- and coal-burning plants

C prove that cars emit pollutants

D promote the use of nuclear power

 2 Which statement from the “Yes” response 
is an opinion?

F Nuclear power is the largest source of 
emission-free energy generation in the 
United States.

G Meeting tighter limits on air pollution 
is an ambitious task . . .

H Nuclear plants do not emit carbon dioxide 
or other greenhouse gases linked to global 
warming . . . 

J Several notable environmentalists have 
recently endorsed nuclear energy. 

 3 What claim does the author of the “Yes” 
response make in paragraph 3?

A Nuclear plants are a clean source of energy.

B It is impossible to eliminate air pollution.

C Nuclear power improves the nation’s 
economy.

D All types of energy have risks and benefits.

 4 In paragraph 3, the author says that nuclear 
power plants do not contribute to haze or 
smog. This is an example of which persuasive 
technique?

F Bandwagon appeal

G Ethical appeal

H Appeal to fear

J Appeal to pity

 5 In paragraph 4, the author makes a 
comparison between —

A past and current figures on carbon 
dioxide emissions

B passenger cars and other forms of 
transportation

C nuclear plants and oil- and coal-burning 
plants

D emissions in the United States and other 
parts of the world 

 6 What ethical issue does the author raise 
in the “Yes” response?

F Finding an alternative to cars

G Cutting energy costs

H Protecting the environment

J Creating convenient energy sources

 7 The “Yes” response claims “today’s nuclear 
plants have state-of-the-art safety features 
to prevent accidents.” Which statement in 
the “No” response is a counterargument to 
that claim?

A Another problem for the environment is the 
spent fuel from nuclear power plants, which 
remains toxic for thousands of years.

B In addition, nuclear power plants make 
attractive targets for terrorists. A disaster 
caused by sabotage or attack would cause 
great harm . . .

C An explosion at the Chernobyl nuclear reactor 
in the Soviet Union in 1986 killed 31 people 
and caused hundreds of thousands of cases of 
delayed illness.

D Although new nuclear power plants would 
certainly be safer than older plants, the 
consequences of a major accident are still the 
same: widespread and long-lasting radiation 
pollution . . .
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Texas Assessment Practice

 8 The author wrote the “No” response most 
likely to —

F explain how uranium is converted into 
fuel for nuclear reactors

G document the consequences of the accident 
at Chernobyl

H prove that terrorists can attack nuclear 
power plants in the United States

J convince people that nuclear energy is 
not worth the risks it presents

 9 The author’s claim in the “No” response is —

A new nuclear power plants are no safer than 
the old ones

B global warming is our most urgent 
environmental concern

C nuclear energy creates as many problems 
as it solves

D scientists are looking for ways to store 
spent nuclear fuel

 10 The first argument in paragraph 9 appeals 
to the emotion of —

F anger

G fear

H pity

J pride

 11 In paragraph 11, the author contrasts forms 
of energy to show that —

A it makes sense to use renewable energy 
sources

B nuclear energy costs more than renewable 
energy

C the world has a variety of energy sources

D it is possible to run out of nuclear resources

 12 Which statement is a factual claim presented 
in both arguments?

F Meeting tighter air pollution limits is 
virtually impossible without nuclear 
energy.

G Uranium for fuel can easily be turned into 
uranium for nuclear bombs.

H Newer nuclear power plants are safer than 
older nuclear power plants.

J The nation’s nuclear power plants are well 
defended against terror attacks.

 13 Which opinion do the authors share?

A Global warming is a threat to the 
environment.

B Nuclear energy is a source of serious 
problems.

C The uranium used for fuel can easily 
be processed for nuclear bombs.

D The use of nuclear power effectively 
reduces air pollution.

SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS 
Write two or three sentences to answer each 
question.

 14 Reread paragraph 3 of the “Yes” response. 
What evidence does the author cite to 
support his claim that nuclear plants are a 
clean source of energy?

 15 Reread paragraph 11 of the “No” response. 
Name two of the comparisons that the author 
makes between nuclear energy and energy 
from the wind and the sun.

Write a paragraph to answer this question.

 16 Identify the author’s purpose in writing the 
“No” response and discuss the reasons given 
to support the author’s position.
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Use context clues and the Latin or Greek 
word root definitions to answer the 
following questions.

 5 The Greek word oikonomos means “one who 
runs a household.” In paragraph 3, what does 
the word economy mean? 

A The system or range of financial activity 
in a country

B A nation’s air, water, and other natural 
resources

C A family’s management of its resources

D The least expensive accommodations 
for travelers

 6 The Latin word lutum means “mud.” In 
paragraph 3, what does the word pollutants 
mean?

F Areas of low-lying soggy ground

G Masses of rocks left by glaciers

H Tiny particles that live in swamps

J Waste material that contaminates the air

 7 The Greek root kat means “down,” and 
the Greek word strephein means “to turn.” 
What does the word catastrophe mean in 
paragraph 10?

A Going against the laws of nature

B Producing lower air temperatures

C Moving in an opposite direction

D Causing great suffering or damage

Vocabulary
Use context clues and your knowledge 
of related words to answer the following 
questions.

 1 Use what you know about the word essence 
to define the related word essential in 
paragraph 2.

A Enjoyable

B Helpful

C Lasting

D Necessary

 2 Use what you know about the word emit 
to define the related word emissions in 
paragraph 4.

F Costs of labor and materials

G Substances released into the air

H Chances of explosion

J Dangers to the environment

 3 Use what you know about the word ray 
to define the related word radiation in 
paragraph 8.

A A colorless, odorless gas

B A system of pipes for heating or cooling

C Waves or particles of radioactive energy

D A device that transmits radio signals

 4 Use what you know about the word position 
to define the related word repository in 
paragraph 9.

F A place to put things

G An electrical outlet for a plug

H Something hidden for safekeeping

J One who acts on behalf of another

1054 

TX_L08PE-u09-tap.indd   1054TX_L08PE-u09-tap.indd   1054 2/15/09   12:25:00 PM2/15/09   12:25:00 PM



Texas Assessment Practice

Revising and Editing
DIRECTIONS Read this passage and answer the questions that follow.

(1) The purpose of the Environmental Protection Agency is to protect health and 

safeguarding the environment. (2) For almost 40 years, the agency has conducted 

research, set standards, and enforcing activities to prevent pollution. (3) In 1975, the 

United Nations designated the agency as an information center for environmental 

data. (4) Its information is reliable, complete, and offers access to everyone. (5) The 

agency works with organizations such as Habitat for Humanity to make land safe for 

housing. (6) The agency’s mission has always been to give Americans an environment 

that is clean, healthy, and can be sustained.

 1 Choose the BEST way to rewrite sentence 1 
to make its structure parallel.

A The purpose of the Environmental 
Protection Agency is to protect health 
and it safeguards the environment. 

B The purpose of the Environmental 
Protection Agency is to protect health, 
safeguarding the environment.

C The purpose of the Environmental 
Protection Agency is to protect health 
as it is safeguarding the environment.

D The purpose of the Environmental 
Protection Agency is to protect health 
and safeguard the environment.

 2 Choose the BEST way to rewrite sentence 2 
to make its structure parallel.

F For almost 40 years, the agency has 
conducted research, set standards, and 
enforced activities to prevent pollution.

G For almost 40 years, the agency has 
conducted research, set standards, and it 
enforces activities to prevent pollution.

H For almost 40 years, the agency has 
conducted research, set standards, and 
to enforce activities to prevent pollution.

J For almost 40 years, the agency has 
conducted research, set standards, and 
will enforce activities to prevent pollution. 

 3 Choose the BEST way to rewrite sentence 4 
to make its structure parallel. 

A Its information is reliable, complete, 
and lacking in secrecy.

B Its information is reliable, complete, 
and accessible.

C Its information is reliable, complete, 
and offering everyone an opportunity 
to educate himself or herself.

D Its information is reliable, complete, and 
without boundaries in its accessibility.

 4 Choose the BEST way to rewrite sentence 6 
to make its structure parallel. 

F The agency’s mission has always been to 
give Americans an environment that is 
clean, healthy, and that has sustainability.

G The agency’s mission has always been to 
give Americans an environment that is 
clean, healthy, and that won’t decay.

H The agency’s mission has always been to 
give Americans an environment that is 
clean, healthy, and wanting to be sustained.

J The agency’s mission has always been to 
give Americans an environment that is 
clean, healthy, and sustainable. 
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More 
Great Reads

Go to thinkcentral.com.
KEYWORD: HML8-1056

Get Novel 
Wise

Are all games worth playing?

Who decides what’s important?

Should wildlife stay wild?
The Exchange Student 
by Kate Gilmore
One hundred years after the 
crash, Daria is the youngest 
animal breeder working with 
endangered animals on Earth.  
The last thing she needs is 
to host an alien exchange 
student named Fen who is 
obsessed with Daria’s zoo but 
who won’t say why.

Frightful’s Mountain
by Jean Craighead George
Frightful is a peregrine falcon 
that has lived with Sam since 
she was around 10 days old.  
When Sam is forced to let her 
go, she must learn to live in 
the wild on her own.  Will 
her instincts be enough to 
guide her? 

The Wilderness Family: 
At Home with Africa’s 
Wildlife
by Kobie Krüger
When Kobie moves to 
the African bush with her 
husband and three daughters, 
she becomes a foster mother 
to a lion named Leo.  Can a 
human mother teach a young 
lion about life in the wild?

Heat 
by Mike Lupica
Mike’s team is sure to make 
it to the Little League World 
Series until Mike, their best 
pitcher, isn’t allowed to play.  
The authorities want proof of 
his age, and they are asking 
questions about other things 
Mike and his brother don’t 
want anyone to know about.

Surviving Antarctica: 
Reality TV 2083
by Andrea White
In 2083, five teens are chosen 
to reenact a historic trip to 
the South Pole for a television 
audience.  They might die in 
the process, but they have no 
other way to improve their 
lives.  Will society tolerate the 
way they’re treated?

Game Design for Teens
by Les Pardew and Alpine  
Studios
How do you create a 
computer game?  This book 
shows you how to take an 
idea for a game and make 
it a reality.  You’ll learn the 
skills you need and meet 
people who have invented 
successful games.

Our Eleanor 
by Candace Fleming
Until Eleanor Roosevelt came 
along, most first ladies didn’t 
try to affect government 
policy.  But Eleanor was 
different.  She persuaded her 
husband President Roosevelt 
to make the needs of poor 
people, women, and children 
a priority.  

Photo by Brady: A 
Picture of the Civil War
by Jennifer Armstrong
The Civil War was the first 
war to be photographed.  
The images captured by the 
photographers who went to 
the battlegrounds affected 
the way those on the home 
front viewed the war.  

Quicksilver
by Stephanie Spinner
Zeus, the ruler of the Greek 
gods, decides the fate of 
everyone.  This book is told 
from the point of view of 
Hermes, Zeus’ favorite errand 
boy.  Hermes is quick and 
funny, but can he change 
Zeus’s mind when people’s 
lives are on the line?

Ideas for Independent Reading 
Which questions from Unit 9 made an impression on you?  
Continue exploring them with these books.
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