
Vocabulary
“One Last Time”

● Ramble
● Foreman
● Grope
● Stoop

● Contractor
● Irate
● Feeble
● Predicament



DO NOW
Put your name and 
class period in the upper 
right corner of a sheet of 
lined notebook--not from 
your journal-- paper.  

ELAR 8 
Monday, 19 March, 2018

Today
Write an essay.

In an essay of two handwritten pages or so, 
respond to this prompt:

Identify an enjoyable educational activity. It 
could be participating in a play, completing a 
science experiment, playing an instrument, 
competing in an athletic event, or something else. 
Use specific details and examples to explain why 
the activity is enjoyable.

Complete with your essay?  (Be sure to proofread 
and edit.)  Conduct SSR.

Sit where you 
will be 
successful.

Today will need:
● A pen or pencil
● Paper to write on



DO NOW
● In your 

journal/notebook,make a 
bulleted list of:  
○ Two things you know 

about digital citizenship.
○

ELAR 8 
Tuesday, 20 March, 2018

TODAY
1.  
2. Read and 

discuss “One 
Last Time,” by 
Gary Soto 
(pages )

Today will need:
● Your journal/notebook
● A pen or pencil
● Your textbook

Sit where you will be successful.



DO NOW
Put your name and 
class period in the 
upper right corner 
of a sheet of lined 
notebook--not from 
your journal-- 
paper.  

ELAR 8 
Friday, 23 March, 2018

Today
Write an essay.

In an essay of two 
handwritten pages or so, 
respond to this prompt:

Describe something 
that happened in your life 
when you were five, six, or 
seven years old.  Be sure to 
include specific details 
about both the event and 
how it has affected your life 
since then.

Complete with your essay?  
(Be sure to proofread and 
edit.)  Conduct SSR.

Sit where you 
will be 
successful.

Today will need:
● A pen or pencil
● Paper to write on



ELAR 8 
Friday, 2 February, 2018

Today will need:
● Your Chromebook
● Your textbook

Sit at a desk where you will 
be successful.

“Zoos” Test
Prepare to take the test.

○ The test link is in Google Classroom; do not 
click the link until told to do so.

○ Authorized reference:
■ Your textbook

○ Test will email you your grade when 
complete.

Take the Test
● Testing conditions apply:

○ No talking while any student is still testing.
○ This test is for an assessment grade.

Finished with the quiz?
● Complete your reflections OR begin reading the 

dodge ball selections for next week OR do SSR.



Today will need:
● Your textbook
● Your Chromebook

DO NOW
● Be prepared to explain 

what an argument is.
● Be prepared to give an 

example.

ELAR 8 
Monday, 29 January, 2018

Today
● Introduce the two arguments about 

zoos.
● Read both selections about zoos 

from our textbook:  Pages 988-996
● Begin “Zoos” Reflections
● Note:  There will be eight 

vocabulary words on the test on 
Friday.

All resources are available on my blog.

Sit where you 
will be 
successful.



Today will need:
● Your textbook
● Your Chromebook

DO NOW
● Be prepared to explain 

what an argument is.
● Be prepared to give an 

example.

ELAR 8 
Tuesday, 30 January, 2018

Today
● Introduce the two arguments about 

zoos.
● Read both selections about zoos 

from our textbook:  Pages 988-996
● Begin “Zoos” Reflections
● Note:  There will be eight 

vocabulary words on the test on 
Friday.

All resources are available on my blog.

Sit where you 
will be 
successful.



Today will need:
● Your textbook
● Your Chromebook

DO NOW
● Be prepared to explain 

what an argument is.
● Be prepared to give an 

example.

ELAR 8 
Tuesday, 30 January, 2018

Today
● Work on “Zoos” Reflections 

(articles are on pages 990-996).
● Note that there will be eight 

vocabulary words on the test on 
Friday.

All resources are available on my blog.

Sit where you 
will be 
successful.



Today will need:
● Your textbook
● Your Chromebook

DO NOW
● Be prepared to explain 

what an argument is.
● Be prepared to give an 

example.

ELAR 8 
Wednesday, 31 January, 2018

Today
● Work on “Zoos” Reflections 

(articles are on pages 988-996).
● Note that there will be eight 

vocabulary words on the test on 
Friday.

All resources are available on my blog.

Sit where you 
will be 
successful.



Today will need:
● Your textbook
● Your Chromebook

DO NOW
● Be prepared to 

explain what an 
argument is.

● Be prepared to 
give an example 
from one of the 
“Zoos” articles.

ELAR 8 
Thursday, 1 February, 2018

Today
● Complete with all Reflections?  

Complete the test Review; link is on my 
blog, at the very bottom of this week.

● “Zoos” Reflections are due Friday 
(articles are on pages 988-996).

● Your textbook will be an authorized 
reference for the test on Friday.

All resources are available on my blog.

Sit where you 
will be 
successful.



Today will need:
● Your textbook
● A pen or pencil
● Your journal / notebook

DO NOW
● Be prepared to explain 

what an argument is.
● Be prepared to give an 

example.

ELAR 8 
Thursday, 26 January, 2017

Today
● Read from our textbook:  Pages 

1004-1010
● Discuss
● Preview Reflections

Sit where you 
will be 
successful.



Today will need:
● Your journal / notebook
● A pen or pencil
● Your textbook

DO NOW
● Copy this definition of an argument 

in your journal:  
an argument is a series of statements 
typically used to persuade someone of 
something or to present reasons for 
accepting a conclusion. The general form of 
an argument is that of premises (typically in 
the form of propositions, statements or 
sentences) in support of a claim: the 
conclusion

ELAR 8 
Wednesday, 24 January, 2018

Today
● Understand what an 

argument is and what it is not.
● Begin to understand what 

makes a good argument.

Sit where you 
will be 
successful.

“I’d like to buy an argument…”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proposition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statement_(logic)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sentence_(linguistics)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQFKtI6gn9Y


Make an Argument
1. Using your textbook, complete the “Elements of an Argument” diagram you copied in your journal.
2. Then, in groups of two or three, choose one of the issues or statements below and, with your group, 

construct an argument in favor of that claim.  Your argument should contain, at a minimum:
● A statement of your position.
● Three statements in support of your position.
● One counterargument that you refute.

Your group will present and defend your argument.  You should use the projector to show what you produce.

Choose one of the following:
● JMS should allow eating in the classroom.
● JMS should not allow eating the classroom.
● Dodgeball is dumb.
● Softball is the best sport for women.
● The open carry law in Texas is a good idea.
● The open carry law in Texas is not a good idea.



1. Copy this diagram in your journal.
2. Use the information on page 982 in 

your textbook to help you fill in the 
diagram. 

Elements of an Argument
Claim

A claim is:  
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_________

Support
Support is:  
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
_____________________

Answer the 
Counterargument

A counterargument is:  
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_________





ELAR 8 
Wednesday, 10 January, 2018

DO NOW
● Log on your 

Chromebook, go to 
Google Classroom, and 
find the Universal 
Screeners assignment.

● Do not click on the link 
until instructed to do 
so.

Today will need:
● Your Chromebook
● Your wits about you

Sit at a where you will be successful.

Today
● Universal Screeners

○ Go to our Google Classroom and click the link for the 
Universal Screeners assignment.

○ Type your teacher's username:  JMS1
○ Select your Group:  8th Grade
○ Complete these two screeners:

■ Reading Comprehension 8_Winter
■ Vocabulary 8_Winter

○ I’ll be calling some of you to the hallway, one at a 
time, to conduct the Fluency Screener

● This is a testing environment.
○ Do please remain silent
○ Be courteous -- Please don’t disturb others who are 

testing.

Finished with the screeners?  
Complete Reflections, or do SSR.



ELAR 8 
Thursday, 11 January, 2018

DO NOW
● Need to finish Screeners?  

Log on your Chromebook, 
go to Google Classroom, 
and begin.

● Finished with the 
screeners?  Complete 
Reflections, do SSR, or 
practice on the grammar 
drills we’ll do next week.

Today will need:
● Your Chromebook
● Your wits about you

Sit at a where you will be successful.

Screeners
● Universal Screeners

○ Go to our Google Classroom and click the link 
for the Universal Screeners assignment.

○ Type your teacher's username:  JMS1
○ Select your Group:  8th Grade
○ Complete these two screeners:

■ Reading Comprehension 8_Winter
■ Vocabulary 8_Winter

○ I’ll be calling some of you to the hallway, one at 
a time, to conduct the Fluency Screener

● If you are complete with screeners, please do not 
disturb others who are not.

Link to grammar drills is on my blog.



ELAR 8
22 February, 2018

Please go to the 
library for

Commas Escape Box



8th Grade Cougar Camp Redux

Here’s what we’ll review today:
● Nine-week grading periods
● UIL (and what nine-week grading periods 

mean for UIL)
● New district-wide assessment/ daily work 

breakdown
● Digital citizenship



Sit where you will be successful.
Today will need:
● Your textbook.
● Your journal/ notebook.

DO NOW
In your 
journal/notebook, 
describe a time when 
you have been scared.

Pre-AP ELAR 8 
Tuesday, 9 January, 2018

Today
● Discuss “The Great Rat 

Hunt”  (pg. 124)
● Reflections.

After DO NOW:  In groups of three or 
four, prepare to share your response to 
this prompt with the class:
Both Laurence Yep and his father felt 
like outsiders. Compare their 
experiences, including the conflicts 
each person faced and how he dealt 
with them.



8th Grade Cougar Camp Redux

Here’s what we’ll review today:
● Nine-week grading periods
● UIL (and what nine-week grading periods 

mean for UIL)
● District-wide assessment/ daily work 

breakdown
● Digital citizenship

Do Now:  Get ready to go to the Gym for your 
anti-bullying refresher.



Today will need:
● Your Chromebook

DO NOW
● This is a short class 

period; please move 
with a purpose.

● Secure your 
Chromebook; go to 
Google Classroom.

ELAR 8 
Thursday, 19 January, 2017

Today
● Complete the grammar 

quiz in Google 
Classroom.

● Done?  Read silently.

Sit where you 
will be 
successful.



DO NOW
● Continue to work on 

grammar drills.  You 
may also need to 
work on them during 
Pride Time or for 
homework.  Today is 
the last day.  Your 
goal for a 100 is to 
complete at least ten 
of them. Bonus 
points for completing 
more.

ELAR 8 
Wednesday, 18 January, 2017

From my Blog:
Grammar Drills for Grade

● From my blog, click on the link “Grammar Drills for Grade.”
● Complete the exercises in this order:

○ Comma Splices & Fused Sentences (Ex. 1-4)
○ Fragments (Ex. 1-7)
○ Commas (Ex. 1-5)
○ Subject-Verb Agreement (Ex. 1-5)
○ Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers (Ex. 1-5)
○ Pronoun Case (Ex. 1-6)

Here’s how you earn points:  Show me, after each individual 
exercise, the screen that indicates you completed the exercise.  
I’ll record your points, and you can move on to the next exercise.

Your total points will count as an assessment grade.



DO NOW
● Continue to work on 

grammar drills during 
Pride Time and for 
homework, as you can.   
Your goal for a 100 is 
to complete at least ten 
of them.

Pre-AP ELAR 8 
Thursday, 19 January, 2017

From my Blog:
Grammar Drills for Grade

● From my blog, click on the link “Grammar Drills for Grade.”
● Complete the exercises in this order:

○ Comma Splices & Fused Sentences (Ex. 1-4)
○ Fragments (Ex. 1-7)
○ Commas (Ex. 1-5)
○ Subject-Verb Agreement (Ex. 1-5)
○ Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers (Ex. 1-5)
○ Pronoun Case (Ex. 1-6)

Here’s how you earn points:  Show me, after each individual 
exercise, the screen that indicates you completed the exercise.  
I’ll record your points, and you can move on to the next exercise.

Your total points will count as an assessment grade.



Today will need:
● Your Chromebook

DO NOW
● Be prepared to explain 

why the sentence 
below is not a complete 
sentence:

Because she wanted to go 
home, and she was tired.

ELAR 8 
Tuesday, 17 January, 2017

Today
Grammar Drills for Grade

● From my blog, click on the link “Grammar Drills for Grade.”
● Complete the exercises in this order:

○ Comma Splices & Fused Sentences (Ex. 1-4)
○ Fragments (Ex. 1-7)
○ Commas (Ex. 1-5)
○ Subject-Verb Agreement (Ex. 1-5)
○ Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers (Ex. 1-5)
○ Pronoun Case (Ex. 1-6)

Here’s how you earn points:  Show me, after each individual 
exercise, the screen that indicates you completed the exercise.  
I’ll record your points, and you can move on to the next exercise.

Your total points will count as an assessment grade.

Sit where you 
will be 
successful.



Vocabulary
Grammar

● sentence fragment
● complete sentence
● subject
● verb
● predicate

● coordinating 
conjunction

● subordinating 
conjunction



Vocabulary

Arguments and 
Persuasion

argument
claim
support
counterargument 

conclusion
fact
opinion



Vocabulary
“The Great Rat Hunt”

barricade
brusquely
improvised
ineptitude
perpetual

rationalize
ravage
reserve
vigilant
wince



ELAR 8 
Thursday, 11 January, 2017

6th & 7th Period

● Please go to the cafeteria



Wednesday, 18 October, 2017
Benchmark Testing

BENCHMARK
● Go to Google Classroom and find the 

link to the test.
● There are new test codes today.
● We’ll be doing this benchmark test 

TUES-FRI.
● Testing conditions:

○ No talking to other students.
○ Raise your hand if you need to talk 

to me.
○ Authorized reference:  Dictionary

● Give it your best effort.  Be excellent.

DO NOW
● Get your Chromebook, find a desk where you will be successful, and log in.

All Done?
1. Go back and 

check your work.
2. See me for the 

opportunity to 
retake the poetry 
quiz for a better 
grade.

3. Conduct SSR.

Class Period Code

2nd 840639

3rd 195805

5th 992267

6th 337384

7th 424405



Thursday, 19 October, 2017
Benchmark Testing

BENCHMARK
● Go to Google Classroom and find the 

link to the test.
● There are new test codes today.
● We’ll be doing this benchmark test 

TUES-FRI.
● Testing conditions:

○ No talking to other students.
○ Raise your hand if you need to talk 

to me.
○ Authorized reference:  Dictionary

● Give it your best effort.  Be excellent.

DO NOW
● Get your Chromebook, find a desk where you will be successful, and log in.

All Done?
1. Go back and 

check your work.
2. See me for the 

opportunity to 
retake the poetry 
quiz for a better 
grade.

3. Conduct SSR.



Pre-AP ELAR 8 
Thursday, 29 September, 2016

Sit at a desk next to your partner, if you have one.
Today will need:
● Your Chromebook

DO NOW
● Prepare to complete and turn in your 

Lyric Analysis.
● At 9:50 a.m., we’ll begin presentations.


