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Class Openings and Closings:  Two examples of each 
 

To Begin Class: 
 

1. I intend to begin each day with a quote on the board/overhead. From the first day, 
I would ask students to copy these quotes and keep a quote journal. The 
students will be asked to copy the quote and source as well as answer questions. 
For ELA, the quotes will be from either works we will study for from the author of 
a work we will study. The students will be asked to identify how the quote reflects 
a particular theme or style. The quote will then be briefly discussed.  The goal of 
this assignment is to reinforce literary thinking skills of students without resorting 
only to overwhelming major projects. These daily quotes should help students 
prepare for any major projects. 

2. As an alternative, I may have students grab their composition notebooks from the 
closet and spend the first five minutes of class silently working on a writing 
prompt I’ve placed on the board.  Then, the students put away their notebooks.  
The goal of the writing exercise itself will vary according to the particular block of 
instruction.  That is, the prompt may focus on literary elements (such as irony, 
sarcasm, point of view, etc.); it may focus on theme (justice, overcoming hardship, 
death, etc.); or it may focus on something else.  We’ll discuss the prompt and 
their responses at the end of class. 

 
To Close Class: 
 

1. Students often struggle with the organization of information. Therefore, each 
class will close with this in mind. At the beginning of the year, I will provide the 
students with some complete organization scheme for the material to be covered 
that day such as a completed outline or chart. We will close class by briefly 
discussing why the information was organized this way and what other choices 
could have been made. As the year progresses, the organization I provide will 
become less complete, and the students will be expected to fill in the gaps. Class 
will close with a discussion of how the students did in this task. By the close of 
the semester/year the students will be expected to come up with the scheme on 
their own, and I will close class by asking students to describe the schemes they 
used and why. The goal of this procedure is to review the material and to 
empower students to improve their note taking and study skills.    

2. From 2. above, students will retrieve their journals and we’ll spend the last five 
minutes of class going over their journal responses to the prompt from the 
beginning of class. The goal of separating the writing and discussion is to 
reinforce the notion that it is often useful to “walk away” from a piece of one’s 
own writing for a short time.  Oftentimes, when one does, one  finds a fresh 
perspective. 


