
Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. Then fill in 
the answer on your answer document.  

In 1944, Byrd Thompson, having secretly earned her pilot’s license, is traveling to 
Sweetwater, Texas, to become an air force pilot. 

from
 
Skies Over Sweetwater 

by Julia Moberg 

1 The train pulls up to the station, right on time. The conductor helps lug my 
trunk up the stairs and into my compartment. I sit down on the gorgeous plush 
red velvet bench where I will be spending the next 12 hours. I run my fingers 
over it, realizing how long it has been since I felt anything so wonderful. 

2 Outside the window the Iowa sun is starting to come up all purple and 
orange over the horizon. I think about Mom and my sister, Charlotte, and I 
wonder if they are awake yet and if they’ve noticed I’m gone. And then I think 
about Pa, and it hurts, so I open my trunk and find my favorite and only book I 
own, West with the Night, by Beryl Markham. I get lost reading about her 
adventures flying her plane across the Atlantic. 

3 For a moment I am disoriented and forget where I am until the grumbling 
clatter of the engine jogs my memory, reminding me that I’m on the train. My 
stomach is growling and sore with hunger, so I pull out the apple I pocketed. I 
am about to take a bite when I look up and become aware of a set of eyes 
watching me attentively. 

4 A girl is sitting across from me. She is around eighteen, the same age as
 
me. Her hair is a bright shade of auburn-red and her eyes are the color of
 
ginger. She’s wearing a crisp white blouse tucked into a pair of blue pants and
 
freshly polished black and white saddle shoes. I stare at her, realizing I had
 
never seen a girl wearing pants before. Mom would be appalled.
 

5 “Got any more food on you?” she suddenly asks, her eyes fixated on the
 
apple in my hand.
 

6 Takes me a moment to remember that I also brought a banana. I rummage 
through my bag and hand it to her. She peels it open and then looks down at my 
book, which has fallen onto the floor between us. She reaches and picks it up. 

7 “Beryl Markham sure is fearless isn’t she? Imagine, being the first to fly 
across the Atlantic. I’ve probably read this book at least twenty times myself,” 
she says, turning the book over in her hands. Gently, she presses her finger on 
a large brown smudge on the book’s spine. 
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8 “Looks like you’ve read this a few times, too.” 

9 The smudge was actually from our oven. I had saved all my money for a 
month to be able to afford the book. I had to hide it safely away from Mom and 
Charlotte because it was about flying. One day I was sitting in the kitchen, 
engrossed as Beryl is about to leave her native land of Africa for her flight 
across the Atlantic, when the front door opened. I was so involved in my 
reading, I didn’t hear it. And then Mom came into the room. She had gotten off 
work early from her shift at the Red Cross because they ran out of bandages for 
her to roll. 

10 “You’re reading about flying again?” she asked, quickly grabbing it away 
from me. “You know how I feel about this. Why you keep insisting on defying 
my rules, Bernadette, is beyond me.” She opened the oven door and tossed my 
book inside. When I snuck back into the kitchen a few hours later to retrieve it, 
the heat from the gaslight had cooked the spine, leaving a smoldering black 
mark. 

11 Thinking about it all, I am ready to burst into tears. If the auburn-haired 
girl wasn’t sitting in my compartment I would be able to close the door and have 
a nice cry. But instead, I choke back the tears. 

12 “What’s your name?” she asks abruptly. 

13 I hate this question, because I always feel the need to offer an explanation 
after I answer. “Bernadette Thompson. But nobody calls me that, except my 
Mom. I hate it, actually. She gave me a rich sounding name, hoping it would 
help me get a rich husband. Everyone calls me Byrd. It’s better that way.” 

14 “Byrd. I like that. So where you headed, Byrd?” 

15 “Texas.” 

16 She laughs. “Well, that I figured. We’re already in Texas, by the way. You 
must have slept all through Oklahoma. That’s when I got on. You ain’t going to 
Sweetwater, are you?” 

17 I slowly nod. I didn’t even know we were outside of Iowa yet. 

18 “Me too,” she says, and our eyes meet. And before I know it, the tears start 
streaming down my face, and for a moment I feel like I’m watching myself from 
outside of my body. 

19 She sits down next to me. “What’s the matter? Are you nervous about 
going to Sweetwater?” she asks. And then I know why I am crying. 

20 I shake my head. “It’s just that I’ve never met another woman pilot 
before,” I tell her, the honesty surprising even myself. “I was convinced I was 
the only one, except for Amelia Earhart and Beryl Markham. That’s why I’m 
going to Sweetwater. To find the others. To belong somewhere.” 
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21 The girl nods, and when our eyes meet, I know she understands. 

22 We sit together in silence as the train rattles on, taking us closer to our 
future. 

Courtesy of Julia Moberg 
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Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. Then fill in 
the answer on your answer document.  

Harmony Reclaimed 
1	 In 2006 ecologist and musician Favio Chávez was working on a recycling project 
in Cateura, Paraguay. This small village, outside the capital city of Asunción, is 
built on a landfill. Residents work as gancheros, or recyclers, searching the trash 
for items to recycle. Chávez worked with an organization that taught these 
workers how to be safe while digging through the landfill. While he was there, 
he noticed how few creative resources teens living in the area had, so he 
decided to do something about it. He created the Recycled Orchestra. 

2	 Chávez began by teaching music lessons. But he had only five instruments, so 
students had to share. As more children wanted to participate, Chávez knew 
that more instruments were needed. He had a very unusual idea. He found a 
carpenter, Nicolás Gómez, and asked him to create instruments using recycled 
materials. Gómez started first by repairing a drum and creating a simple guitar. 
“If the community wasn’t next to a dumpster, it would’ve never occurred to us to 
create instruments out of trash,” Chávez remembered. “This was just a natural 
solution based on our surroundings.” 

3	 Over time Gómez’s work became more intricate. Cellos are made from oil cans 
and wood. A guitar is made from two large jelly cans. The skins of a drum set 
are created from used x-ray film. The keys of a saxophone are bottle caps. 
Gómez was a natural for the job. “If you give me the precise instructions, 
tomorrow I’ll make you a helicopter!” Gómez says about his work. 

4	 Chávez and Gómez experimented with materials and discovered which ones 
were the strongest and made the best sound. Gómez travels to the landfill 
several times a week to find materials. Orchestra member Ada Ríos said, “I 
don’t care that my violin is made out of recycled parts. To me, it’s a treasure.” 
The project achieved success only because the instruments were created from 
recycled materials found in the community. The cost of a traditional violin is far 
out of the reach of many residents of Cateura. 

5	 Transforming trash into musical instruments is one thing; transforming lives is 
quite another. Yet that is Chávez’s ultimate goal in establishing the orchestra. 
For some students, Chávez’s plan is working. Brandon Cabone, a 16-year-old 
bass player, said, “Before the orchestra, there was nothing to do. It’s been a big 
change in my life. Favio has taught me many things about life and education.” 

6	 Chávez acknowledges that mastering an instrument can be quite an enterprise. 
“Learning music means you have to plan,” he says. Since many of the orchestra 
members have to work, they have to make time to practice their instruments. 
Both persistence and a structured routine have led to players’ success. 
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7	 When the students became proficient in playing their instruments, they began 
performing locally, and in time the orchestra’s fame grew. The group has 
performed in Brazil, Panama, and Colombia. In 2013 it performed overseas for 
the first time, in the Netherlands. Soon after, the Recycled Orchestra had 
invitations to play in the United States, Canada, Great Britain, Israel, Norway, 
and Japan. 

8	 The U.S. performance took place at the Musical Instrument Museum in Phoenix, 
Arizona. The museum honored the orchestra with an exhibit showcasing its 
instruments. The orchestra’s unique instruments were displayed alongside the 
musical treasures of prominent musicians, such as Eric Clapton’s guitars and 
John Lennon’s piano. 

9	 Inspired by the orchestra, Paraguayan filmmaker Alejandra Amarilla Nash made 
a documentary about the group. In 2012 a preview for Landfill Harmonic was 
posted on YouTube and Vimeo. Within weeks it had more than one million views. 

10	 The orchestra’s fame continues to increase. Daniel Piper, curator of the Musical 
Instrument Museum, said, “It’s a beautiful story and also fits very well with this 
theme of ingenuity of humans around the world using what they have at their 
disposal to create music.” The Recycled Orchestra has shown the world that with 
a love of music and a sense of belonging, people can change their lives for the 
better. 

The Recycled Orchestra plays in Madrid, Spain. 
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Read the next two selections. Then choose the best answer to each 
question. 

from
 
The View from Saturday  

by E. L. Konigsburg 

Noah Writes a B & B Letter 

1 My mother insisted that I write a B & B  letter to my grandparents. I told her 
that I could not write a B & B  letter, and she asked me why, and I told her that I 
did not know what a B & B  letter was. She explained—not too patiently—that a 
B & B letter is a bread and butter letter you write to people to thank them for 
having you as their houseguest. I told her that I was taught never to use the 
word you are defining in its definition and that she ought to think of a substitute 
word for letter if she is defining it. Mother then made a remark about how 
Western Civilization was in a decline because people of my generation knew how 
to nitpick but not how to write a B & B  letter. 

2 I told her that, with all due respect, I did not think I owed Grandma and 
Grandpa a B & B. And  then I stated my case. Fact: I was not just a houseguest, 
I was family; and fact: I had not been their houseguest by choice because fact: 
She had sent me to them because she had won a cruise for selling more houses 
in Epiphany than anyone else in the world and if she had shared her cruise with 
Joey and me instead of with her husband, my father, I would not have been sent 
to Florida in the first place and fact: She, not me, owed them thanks; and 
further fact: I had been such a wonderful help while I was there that Grandma 
and Grandpa would probably want to write me a B & B.  

3 My brother Joey had been sent to my other set of grandparents, who live in 
a normal suburb in Connecticut. “Is Joey writing a B & B to Grandma and 
Grandpa Eberle?” 

4 “Even as we speak,” Mother replied. 

5 “Well, maybe he has something to be thankful for,” I said. 

6 Mother drew in her breath as if she were about to say something else about 
what children of my generation were doing to Western Civilization, but instead, 
she said, “Write,” and closed my bedroom door behind her. I opened the door 
and called out to her, “Can I use the computer?” 

7 She said, “I know you can use the computer, Noah, but you may not.” I was 
about to make a remark about who was nitpicking now, but Mother gave me 
such a negative look that I knew any thoughts I had had better be about bread 
and butter and not nitpicking. 
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8 I gazed at my closed bedroom door and then out the window. Door. 
Window. Door. Window. There was no escape. 

Reprinted with the permission of Atheneum Books for Young Readers, an Imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s 

Publishing Division from THE VIEW FROM SATURDAY. Copyright © 1996 E. L. Konigsburg. 

Reading 

Page 15 



What’s on Your Mind?
 

Jefferson County News	 November 2013 

A Little Common Courtesy, Please 
1	 A few weeks ago I found a box of my great-grandmother’s things in the attic, 
and in it was Emily Post’s 1922 book Etiquette. As I flipped through the 
yellowing pages, I couldn’t help but chuckle at some of the advice—such as 
serving both hot and cold tea at an afternoon tea party. But the book did cause 
me to wonder about what should matter today when it comes to etiquette and 
manners. I think that common courtesy is no less important today than it was in 
the past. 

2	 It’s true that we live in a fast-paced world now, and technology has contributed 
to the “instantness” of our society. People have less patience with everything 
and everyone around them. But managing our digital lives does not justify our 
being rude to people in the real world. 

3	 Case in point: I was at the grocery store a few days ago, and a guy on his cell 
phone blocked the aisle with his cart while vigorously typing out a book-length 
text message. Finally another shopper said, “Excuse me!” and tried to squeeze 
by, but even when the guy noticed her, he refused to move until he was finished 
tapping out his message. To him, sending that text was more important than 
helping the people around him have an enjoyable shopping experience. 

4	 Later in the checkout lane, I heard a mother ask her child to say “thank you” to 
the teenager who bagged their groceries. So adults want their kids to have good 
manners, clearly. They tell their children not to interrupt when others are 
talking. Children are taught to apologize when they’ve been disrespectful to a 
schoolmate. We teach these manners to children so that they can use them 
throughout their lives. Apparently some adults, like the novelist in the aisle, 
need a refresher course. Imagine the confusion children feel when adults refuse 
to practice the simple courtesies they themselves preach. 

5	 Emily Post defined manners as “a sensitive awareness of the feelings of others.” 
And that’s still a pretty good way to go about conducting ourselves. Everyone 
should try being more courteous. It makes you feel good. And the person to 
whom you extend the courtesy will feel good too. 
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