
unit 9
Reader’s

Workshop

Claim: The subtitle of the
poster implies its claim: 
You want to make a 
difference, so you should 
volunteer.

Elements of Persuasive Text
Persuasive messages are everywhere—on buses, billboards, the Web, even cereal 
boxes.  Some tell you what to wear or buy.  Others even tell you what to think.  So, 
how do you figure out which ones to believe?  You begin by breaking these texts 
down into their basic elements.  Then you examine those elements closely.

Part 1: The Argument
The word argument doesn’t always refer to two people having a disagreement.  
In formal speaking and writing, an argument is a claim supported by reasons 
and evidence.  Sound arguments appeal to logic, not to emotions.  A strong 
argument 

• presents a claim, or the writer’s position on a problem or an issue.  The claim 
is often based on a premise, or general principle, that most readers would 
readily agree is true.  For example, “Most people want to make a difference” is 
probably a valid premise.

• provides support, or the reasons and evidence that back up the claim.  
Evidence can include facts, statistics, examples, and quotations from experts.

• anticipates objections that people with the opposing viewpoint might raise 
and attempts to answer those objections with counterarguments.

Look closely at the elements of an argument in this poster.

Support 1: Giving a few 
hours of your time will
build a stronger
community.

Support 2: Volunteering
will make you feel good 
and become a better 
person.

Notice that an opposing 
viewpoint is addressed
and countered: No effort
is a wasted effort.
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one person can 
make a difference!
Want to make a difference? Volunteer!

Public service builds a stronger community.  
Consider volunteering a couple of hours 
each week—as a tutor, activities leader, or 
coach—to help others.

Serving others will give you a sense of 
self-satisfaction. You’ll also grow as an 
individual.  Come see what you can do.

Don’t let anyone convince you that one 
person can’t make a difference.  No effort 
is a wasted effort!
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Included in this workshop:
READING 11 Make inferences and 
draw conclusions about persuasive 
text. 11A Compare and contrast 
persuasive texts that reached 
different conclusions about the 
same issue. 11B Analyze the use of 
such rhetorical and logical fallacies 
as false assumptions and incorrect 
premises in persuasive texts.
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model: argument in text

The author of this essay makes a case against junk food by focusing on one 
example.  As you read this excerpt, try to identify the author’s claim.  What 
reasons and evidence does he provide as support for his position? 

So what’s so bad about stuffing yourself with nothing but French fries all 
the time, anyway? Simple: Pretty soon you’ll be missing important nutrients. 
Let’s start with vitamins. The body does not need much of them, but in most 
cases, it cannot produce them. Potatoes contain mostly vitamin C and hardly 
any other vitamin. No vitamin K, for example, which is needed to form a scab 
when you’re bleeding so that the bleeding stops. And no vitamin A, needed for 
the eyes to function properly. Not enough vitamin A, and you’ll see even less 
well at night than everyone else. Over the long run, a lack of vitamin A can 
even cause blindness. Many children in Africa suffer from it.

If you were to eat only French fries, your teeth would also slowly go bad 
and your bones would become brittle. That’s because potatoes do not contain 
enough calcium, and your bones need calcium throughout your life, not just 
while you’re growing. Besides, all those mountains of fries would overload 
you with sodium, because they’re often too salty, and salt contains sodium. 
It’s important that your body maintain a good sodium balance, because 
otherwise, it can’t regulate its body temperature very well, but too much 
sodium causes high blood pressure in some people.

French fries also contain little protein. Proteins are critical. They are the 
true bearers of life. The cells from which most living creatures are built consist 
mostly of proteins. Without proteins, for example, you would not have any 
muscles. . . .

We chemists and doctors still know far too little about nutrition and its 
effects on health. This is why every person has to find out for him- or herself 
what’s good for each. But one thing I can guarantee: You’ll get into trouble 
if you always eat nothing but French fries. By the way, I myself would love 
to wolf down French fries every day. But I, too, have to restrain myself and 
should stick to the advice that I’ve given you here.
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Close Read
 1. Reread the title and 

lines 1–2.  What is the 
author’s claim?

 2. In the  boxed  lines, the 
author explains that a 
person needs vitamins 
that are not found in 
French fries.  What 
examples does he use to 
support this reason?

 3. In lines 10–21, the author 
offers three other 
reasons to support his 
claim.  Restate these 
reasons in your own 
words.

 4. What does the author 
do in the last paragraph 
to strengthen his 
argument?

Essay by Richard J. Roberts
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from Why Can’t I Live on

    French Fries? 
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Part 2: Persuasive Techniques
An argument is the logical part of a persuasive text, but writers often use more 
than logic to persuade.  They also rely on persuasive techniques such as appeals 
to people’s needs, values, and feelings.  How many of the persuasive techniques 
on the following chart have influenced you at one time or another?

984 unit 9: argument and persuasion

persuasive techniques examples
 
Bandwagon Appeal
Taps into people’s desire to belong

Millions of teens have made City Jeanz part 
of their wardrobe. What are you waiting for?

Ethical Appeal
Tries to gain moral support for a claim by 
linking the claim to a widely accepted value

If  you believe that every child deserves a 
good education, support the Great Minds 
Organization.

Appeal to Fear 
Makes people feel as if their safety, security, 
or health is in danger

Appeal to Pity
Taps into people’s compassion for others

How clean are the hotel rooms you’re 
staying in? You’ll be shocked by what our 
documentary reveals.

For the cost of one cup of coffee a day, you 
could save a life.

Loaded Terms
Uses words with strongly positive or 
negative connotations to stir people’s 
emotions

The alley next to the parking lot is dark and 
dangerous. Vote to increase the number of 
street lamps in our neighborhood. Residents 
deserve to feel safe and protected.

To avoid being influenced by persuasive techniques, look for them.  At the same 
time, also watch out for rhetorical and logical fallacies.

 A rhetorical fallacy is speech or writing that is false or misleading.  For 
example, it’s misleading to describe a corrupt politician as “just an average guy.”

 A logical fallacy is an error in reasoning. “Either I watch TV, or I have nothing 
to do” is an error in reasoning because it is based on the false assumption that 
there are only two choices in a situation that really offers more options.  Many 
logical fallacies start with such false assumptions, or mistaken beliefs.

 Finally, examine the premise—the general principle on which the writer’s 
claim is based—to make sure it’s really true.  An argument founded on an 
incorrect premise is flawed from the start.  Unfortunately, writers don’t always 
state their premises.  Can you spot the claim that is founded on an incorrect 
premise?

Claim 1: If you don’t volunteer, you will never get into a good college.
Claim 2: If you don’t volunteer, you’ll miss out on a potentially great experience.

Claim 1 is based on the incorrect premise, which is that only people who 
volunteer get into good colleges.
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Reader’s Workshop

model 1: persuasion in text

This article challenges the positive concept of competition.  What 
techniques does the author use to persuade you to adopt her position? 

Newspaper article by Gayle Heaney

from

Our society uses sports metaphors for almost every aspect of life: Gear up, 
go for the goal, score one for the team! But studies show that the competitive 
spirit we admire can also have negative effects on a person—especially if the 
pressure to compete is instilled at a young age.

Young children often place excessive value on how they perform and can 
be emotionally devastated if they fail. Consider, for example, if a boy feels 
pressured to succeed in a particular sport. If he is unable to improve his 
skills, his self-esteem will disintegrate. If anyone criticizes his performance, 
he magnifies the criticism and views himself as a failure in everything.

In adults, competition can cause a person’s stress levels to skyrocket. 
High stress levels can have damaging and dangerous consequences because 
they often lead to high blood pressure or to uncontrollable outbursts of 
anger. Road rage is turning our nation’s highways into battlefields. Sports 
events often turn into violent fistfights, either on the field or in the crowd. 
Is this the kind of behavior we should be modeling for our children?

model 2: persuasion in advertising

Persuasion is a key factor in the advertisements you see on television, in 
magazines, and on product packaging.  What techniques do you notice in 
this promotional poster?

Close Read
 1. Notice the highlighted 

examples of loaded 
language in the  boxed 
sentence.  Find two 
other examples of 
loaded language.

 2. Reread lines 10–15.  To 
which emotion is the 
author appealing?

Against Competition

Close Read
 1. This poster uses a 

testimonial—the 
persuasive technique of 
relying on the backing 
of a celebrity, an expert, 
or a satisfied customer 
to be convincing.  Who 
makes this testimonial?

 2. Describe the intended 
effect of the poster on 
readers.
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ANNUAL SPORTS CHALLENGE:
June 20–26

Do you have what it takes 
to be a champion? Let us show you.
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“i didn’t have the nerve to try out for the 
soccer team last year. but the sports challenge 

program helped me build my skills in a fun, 
challenging environment. now i have the 

confidence i need to compete—and succeed.” 

JEANNIE, AGE 14
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NO!

Part 3: Analyze the Texts
Now you’ll apply what you’ve learned in this workshop as you analyze two 
texts—an editorial and a poster.  Both texts are about the legal driving age.
As you read each text, try to identify the claim, the support, and any persuasive 
techniques that are used.  Also analyze the premise of each claim to make sure it 
is really true.

If your neighbor robs a bank, should you go to jail? No. If your classmate 
gets in an accident, should your driver’s license be taken away? Of course not. 
Neither situation is fair. Raising the driving age will punish all young drivers 
for the mistakes of a few of their peers.

In this country we live by the principle of innocent until proven guilty. 
Those who want to raise the driving age have labeled teens guilty before 
they’ve gotten in an accident or before they’ve even stepped into a car. They 
believe that just because of your birth date, you are dangerous and must be 
punished by having your ability to drive taken from you.

Those who favor raising the driving age say that statistics show teenagers 
are more likely to get into accidents than adults. What they don’t say is that 
statistics also show that men of all ages are 77 percent more likely to kill 
someone while driving than women. If people want to save lives by raising the 
driving age, then how about saving lives by allowing only women to drive? 

Except raising the driving age won’t save lives. Studies show that it is 
inexperience, not age, that causes accidents. Raising the driving age will just 
create inexperienced, accident-prone drivers at 18 instead of 16.

Teens need the ability to drive just as much as anyone else—to get to 
school, to get to work, to get to sports or band practice, or just to go out with 
their friends. Cars are necessary for mobility in this country. Taking that away 
is a large disruption to the lives of teenagers—for no good reason. 
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Editorial by Alex Koroknay-Palicz
National Youth Rights Association

Should the Driving Age 
Be Raised to 18?

Close Read
 1. The title tells you which 

side of the issue the 
author falls on, but the 
claim of his argument 
is stated in the first 
paragraph.  What is the 
author’s claim?

 2. What reasons and 
evidence does the 
author provide as 
support for his claim?

 3. The author presents 
an opposing viewpoint 
in the  boxed  lines.  In 
your own words, restate 
his response to this 
opposition.

 4. Would most readers 
readily agree with the 
premise stated in line 
20, or is it an incorrect 
premise?  Explain.

986 unit 9: argument and persuasion
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Reader’s Workshop

Close Read
 1. Examine the text and 

photograph used in this 
ad.  To which emotion 
does this ad appeal?

 2. Think critically about 
the premise of this ad: 
Younger drivers have 
more accidents than 
older drivers do. Is this 
premise correct? Why or 
why not?

 3. Both the editorial and 
the public-service poster 
present a position on 
whether the legal age 
for driving a car should 
be raised, but they do so 
very differently.  Identify 
two major differences 
in their treatment of the 
issue.

The creators of this public-service poster offer a different viewpoint on 
the same issue.  What techniques are used to get you to see their side?

Support Bill 543 to raise the driving age 
and cut down on needless accidents.

How many more teens need to suffer before we admit that we are 
putting them behind the wheel too soon? And who’s to say you 

won’t be the next victim of an inexperienced teenage driver? 

 reader’s workshop 987

TX_L08PE-u09s00-rw.indd   987TX_L08PE-u09s00-rw.indd   987 2/15/09   12:27:42 PM2/15/09   12:27:42 PM


	Unit 9: Argument and Persuasion
	Unit 9 Intro spread
	Unit 9 Preview Unit Goals spread
	Academic Vocabulary
	Additional Academic Vocabulary
	Grammar Focus
	Reader's Workshop: Elements of Persuasive Text
	Note Taking: Part 1
	Note Taking: Part 2

	Should the Driving Age Be Raised to 18?
	Comparing Persuasive Texts: Zoos: Myth and Reality by Rob Laidlaw / Zoos Connect Us to the Natural World by Michael Hutchins
	Summary (English, Spanish)
	Summary (Haitian Creole, Vietnamese)
	Elements of Nonfiction: Argument
	Elements of Nonfiction: Argument (Spanish)
	Reading Strategy: Set a Purpose for Reading
	Reading Strategy: Set a Purpose for Reading (Spanish)
	Vocabulary Study
	Vocabulary Practice
	Vocabulary Strategy
	Reading Check
	Question Support
	Writing for Assessment
	Reading Fluency

	Zoos Connect Us to the Natural World by Michael Hutchins
	Media Study: Star Wars Ad Campaign
	Film Clip Summary (English, Spanish)
	Film Clip Summary (Haitian Creole, Vietnamese)
	Viewing Guide
	Close Viewing
	Media Literacy: Media Activity
	Media Literacy: Produce Your Own Media

	Position on Dodgeball in Physical Education by National Association for Sport and Physical Education / The Weak Shall Inherit the Gym by Rick Reilly
	Summary (English, Spanish)
	Summary (Haitian Creole, Vietnamese)
	Elements of Nonfiction: Persuasion
	Elements of Nonfiction: Persuasion (Spanish)
	Reading Skill: Analyze Rhetoric and Reasoning
	Reading Skill: Analyze Rhetoric and Reasoning (Spanish)
	Vocabulary Study
	Vocabulary Practice
	Vocabulary Strategy
	Reading Check
	Question Support
	Grammar in Context
	Reading Fluency

	The Weak Shall Inherit the Gym by Rick Reilly
	The Sanctuary of School by Lynda Barry
	Summary (English, Spanish)
	Summary (Haitian Creole, Vietnamese)
	Elements of Nonfiction: Author’s Purpose
	Elements of Nonfiction: Author’s Purpose (Spanish)
	Reading Skill: Identify Cause and Effect
	Reading Skill: Identify Cause and Effect (Spanish)
	Vocabulary Study
	Vocabulary Practice
	Vocabulary Strategy
	Reading Check
	Question Support

	Educating Sons by Chief Canasatego / The First Americans by The Grand Council Fire of American Indians
	Summary (English, Spanish)
	Summary (Haitian Creole, Vietnamese)
	Literary Analysis: Rhetorical Devices
	Literary Analysis: Rhetorical Devices (Spanish)
	Reading Skill: Identify Comparisons and Contrasts
	Reading Skill: Identify Comparisons and Contrasts (Spanish)
	Vocabulary Study
	Vocabulary Practice
	Vocabulary Strategy
	Reading Check
	Question Support

	The First Americans
	What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July? by Frederick Douglass
	Summary (English, Spanish)
	Summary (Haitian Creole, Vietnamese)
	Literary Analysis: Speech
	Literary Analysis: Speech (Spanish)
	Reading Skill: Evaluate Evidence
	Reading Skill: Evaluate Evidence (Spanish)
	Vocabulary Study
	Vocabulary Practice
	Vocabulary Strategy
	Reading Check
	Question Support
	Grammar in Context

	Writing Workshop: Persuasive Essay
	Planning/Prewriting
	Drafting
	Revising and Editing 1
	Revising and Editing 2
	Ask a Peer Reader
	Scoring Rubric
	Listening and Speaking: presenting a persuasive speech
	Writing Support

	Listening and Speaking Workshop: Presenting a Persuasive speech
	Unit 9 Texas Assesment Practice
	More Great Reads


	Play Audio: 


