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4A Planning My Project
The books I liked the most are…(list) 

Based on analysis and synthesis thus far….

As a result, the topic, concept, 
subject I want to explore is

Reason why I am choosing this topic 
or theme:

Is this a PICTURE BOOK?   Y      N

My illustrations will be? Circle 
all that apply: small    medium       

large   full page  

Number of pages including 
the pages in front and back    

_______________
Write in later if needed.

Reason why a CHILD will 
LOVE this concept, or topic.

The dimensions of my book 
will be:__________________
Bound:    Side  or   Top

This book will be BEST SUITED 
FOR AGES ____________

Font that best fits the mood or 
energy _______________ SIZE___

Name__________________________ Date _____________________

Here is a brief summary of what
the picture book is about:
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In what medium will they be 
made (Ink, pencil, software)? Be 
specific.

What will your illustrations look 
like and feature?

How will your illustrations fit the 
subject, concept, and theme?
They do not need to be beautiful 
but they need to FIT. 

How will the illustrations be 
appropriate for the age of the 
child reading this book?

IDEAS: How my text and or 
illustrations can be engaging for 
the child and amusing for the 
adult?

What energy/mood do you 
want your illustrations to have?

Colors or other choices I want to 
remember?

4B Planning My Project
Name__________________________ Date _____________________
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What is the TOPIC or theme? 
Love, dealing with a fear, 
bedtime, toilet training, etc., 
etc. 

Do you have Characters? Who 
are they? If not, what are you 
featuring?

Is there a conflict in this picture 
book. If there is, explain it. 

Does your TEXT have interesting 
features? Repetition, words on the same 

topic, etc. Rhyme does not translate to 
other languages. 

Write out the resolution, OR  
how the picture book will end.

Is there a MORAL? If yes, state. 
If not, what are they learning?  

What is the setting or settings?

4C Planning My Project
Name__________________________ Date _____________________

What will your voice or style be:
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5 Writing My Story!
Remember a Picture book
Your first objective is to write exceptional, engaging, and original picture 
book text with a voice, style, and purpose. Apply all that you have learned 
so far. It must be well-written for a specific and appropriate age range, 
dealing with an appropriate topic. It must have a unique voice, and be 
error free.  

Take note: AFTER you have written it, you will have the following 
considerations: 
• You will think about how many pages the book will have, where text 

goes in that book, how to “chunk” the text into readable passages, 
and where each text snippet or chunk should go in the future book.

• You will learn, as you go, that not every page is a page where you will 
WANT text. 

• You will have to pair text with appropriate illustrations, and also figure 
out where the illustrations go. Sometimes it is perfect to have both 
illustrations and text on one page. Other times there will ONLY be text, 
or ONLY illustrations.  

• You must think about proper pacing, spacing, and ratio of text to 
illustrations. Go back to websites that have helpful advice, or go back 
to those books you’ve analyzed. Figure out HOW OFTEN illustrations 
showed up, and where. This will really help you. 

**You will find as you work all of this out that a few changes MAY need 
to be made to your picture book text. This is completely normal.
After all, you are creating a fully ORIGINAL story, with ORIGINAL pictures, 
inside a book package. This takes a lot of thinking.  

Name__________________________ Date _____________________
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5A Writing My Story!
Name___________________________ Date ________________________

FIRST, write out your story freehand or by typing. Length  
guidelines: 350 words to a maximum of 1000. Most importantly, 

say things simply. Do not use adverbs. Subject, verb and object. Worry 
about rewriting later – enjoy yourself! Use more paper if needed.
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5B Writing My Story! 
Name___________________________ Date ________________________

PLEASE Continue your story here. 
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6A Rewrite & OrGanize!

Page
#

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Each space represents a page and page number; write out your story using the correct bits of text 
on the correct pages AS THEY SHOULD APPEAR in your book. SKIP spaces as appropriate. Some 
pages have illustration only, text only, OR BOTH. Plan well now.  Use this to fill out your mock-up and 
create your book. (Number your first illustration as illustration #1 on the “page” where it appears.)

Write Text Here

Name___________________________ Date ________________________

Illustration 
Description

Illustration

#
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6B Rewrite & Organize! 

Page
#

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31 Publishing info/special thanks

32

Continue on from the previous page. Remember, some pages may have illustration 
only, text only, OR BOTH. PLAN WELL NOW. Use this to fill out your mock-up and
create your book.

Name___________________________ Date ________________________

Write Text Here
Illustration 
Description

Illustration

#
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7 Making ALL the Decisions
Mock-up Checklist

Name___________________________ Date ________________________

Unless otherwise noted, make the following decisions now, or, continue checking 
these off as do your Mock-up:

1. HOW you want to bind it (side is usually preferred),____________________
2. Dimensions of the book ___________________________
3. How many pages it will be (look over 6A and B) and place your answer 

here)_________________________________________________________
4. Choose your METHOD/Materials for art and text. A virtual software Program? 

List it here______________________________________________________  
A paper book company, list it here __________________________________  
Art/craft, computer, or combination technique, Explain 
_______________________________________________________________    
_______________________________________________________________

5. Decide where the text will go on these pages. This includes location, the font, 
its size, whether it will vary or stay the same. 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

6. Have you already used 6A-B to properly break down the text according to 
page for the ENTIRE BOOK before you get started on the Mock-up? Note: This 
may mean a minor edit: adding/removing words to what you have written so 
the reading “makes sense” or adds better pacing to your story. Write Yes or No 
____________________

5.    Are you clear on what illustrations you WILL make, and where they will fit in 
the picture book, and on what pages? Has this been fully accomplished in 6A 
6B? Write Yes or No. ______________________________

6. ONLY NOW can you begin your Mock up. Turn the page for Mock-up 
Directions, and use 6A and B to create your Mock-up. Check it over when 
you’re done. THEN, you just CREATE according to this template. This cuts down 
on numerous errors along the way!

36
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7. Mock-up of Picture Book
DIRECTIONS

This DUMMY or MOCK-UP template will allot you 32 pages even if you will not use 
32 pages. Each box represents a page. Remember: the first and last two pages 
serve a function. WRITE in each box the function: Title; Acknowledgements; 
Special thanks or Credits, etc. Be mindful that this will fit inside a cover, which will 
also be decorated. 

ALL pages may have either text, illustrations, both or neither; and it is essential 
to always THINK ABOUT YOUR READER.

Use the “7 Mock-up Checklist” “5 Write Your Story” and “6 Rewrite and Organize”
to make a Proper Mock-up. This will make production a snap. 

Inside each BOX/Page YOU will PLAN the following information, IF APPLICABLE:
1. The “text snippet” you will be using along with WHERE it must go on that 

actual page (box). To save space, use the letter “T” for text, a dash and the 
number found on “the Rewrite and Organize” sheet for easy reference (T-1, T-
2, T-3) 

2. Draw a SHAPE around the text designation to show what it looks like. If you 
want the text to be a paragraph, make it a rectangle. If it is going to wander 
across the page, make it long and skinny. 

3. SAME with the illustrations. Use the letter “I” for the word “illustration” along
with a dash, and the number so you know which illustration you are using. The 
information is better detail is found on your “Rewrite and Organize” sheet.

4. Draw the general shape of the illustration as it will appear  on the page. I – 1 
means use the very first illustration on this page;  I – 2  means use the second 
illustration on this page. SAMPLES ARE PROVIDED!!!

*5. Make notes for ALL style decisions initially, and if they change on a certain 
page, (for example the color, size, or placement of the text blurb, the font itself, 
white space, an interesting feature, a full page illustration, or anything else. Make 
notes about anything you need to remember once you begin production. See a 
sample on the next page, along with “Mock-up of Picture book” worksheets. The 
more careful and thoughtful you are now, the better the end product will be. 
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T-9

I - 10

T-8

I - 10

Note: remember 
to make “the” all 
caps and change 
to BLUE. 

Note: Avoid 
gutter. Put 
dragon face on 
the far left if 
you can

Full    page spread

Name___________________________ Date ________________________

Please paginate, starting with Page ONE, 
and including Acknowledgements and Title 
Page. Figure out if you are starting on the 
RIGHT side (first box featured) or with a full 
page spread (the next series featured). A 

sample is at the 
right.  Use ALL of  
your knowledge, 
and the previous  
handouts to 
make an amazing
mock-up. 

Pg.13

7A Mock-up of Picture Book
Sample!

Margin all the way around

Note: Avoid 
gutter. Put 
TAIL here?
Not drawn yet. 

Silver, blue, 
green colors? 
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T-9

I - 10

Note: Shelly at 

Grandmas, on MAC. 
Add stones for a 
path??  Add 
grandma – blue 
dress.

Note: Add BIG ellipses between –

supposed to mimic Shelly and 
grandma walking down the path on 
the right?  USE ITALIC FONT HERE!!!!!

Name___________________________ Date ________________________

Please paginate. Start at page ten. 
A sample is at the right.  Use ALL of 
your knowledge and previous 
handouts to create a mock-up.
You are relying on the “Rewrite and 
Organize” sheet to abbreviate your 
text and illustrations for this entire 
exercise.

T-9

T-9

Pg. 13

7B. Mock-up of Picture Book

Note: ALL white space around text. 

do same thing on right, but edge 
green for grass around “stones.”
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Note: ONLY time the object is dark 

and the font will be white. 
Background…. Make neutral /pale.
Picture is nearly INSIDE gutter near 
the handle. Use  RAVIE BOLD.

Note: OPPOSITE. Usual Dark 

Font. White cup. DARK 
Background. 

Name___________________________ Date ________________________

Please paginate. Start at page 
eighteen. A sample is at the right.  
Use ALL of your knowledge and 
previous handouts to create an 
amazing mock-up. Make notes 
around your “pages” if needed.

T-10

I - 9
I- 8 

T – 9

Pg. 13

7C. Mock-up of Picture Book

Note: cup handle will bleed or 
run off the edge. Add whitish 
steam above cup? 
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Note: Use ellipses in center to safely 

jump the  gutter so text is readable. 
.36 Ravie font bold!  

Name___________________________ Date ________________________

Please paginate. Start at page 
twenty-six. A sample is at the 
right.  Use ALL of your knowledge 
and previous handouts to create 
an amazing mock-up. LOOK over 
all your work. This is your final 
draft before you CREATE your 
book. 

T – 9 

Full page spread,       with FULL BLEED! 

I- 10 

Pg. 13

7D. Mock-up of Picture Book

Note: consider swapping out for 

umbrella?

Note: white, 

grey, and blue. 
FONT, use 
deepest purple.


